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A tribute to our local businesses that are re-opening.

S-T NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL REJECTS
46-UNIT APARTMENT
PROJECT PLANNED IN
TUJUNGA!

case posted this month by
the city of Los Angeles.
The proposed project for
Foothill Boulevard is at a
site previously holding a
Denny’s restaurant. It is
proposed to contain 13
one-bedrooms, 17 two-bedrooms, and 16 three-bedrooms apartments.
The proposed structure

plans indicate that designs for the three-story,
58,585-square-foot multifamily project are being led
by Vartan Jangozian & Associates, a Glendale-based
architecture firm.
In conformance with city
development regulations,
the architectural team
would provide five apart-

Cornerstone Laying
OLD GLORY ofof the
the Club House at Los
Terrenitos (little lands),
UNFURLS April 12, 1913. Two hundred eight persons on the
AGAIN!
ground.”

In a peaceful Zoom meeting held last Monday night,
it was decided to send in a
letter to the city rejecting
the idea of an apartment
complex that would include a mix of one, two and
three-bedroom units at 7577
Foothill Blvd. Varoujan
Keosseian purchased the

property in 2006 and offered
to build any type of building
the lessor desired. Keosseian is owner of several
vacant parcels on Foothill
Boulevard in Tujunga and
after 5 years of ownership,
has submitted plans for the
46-unit apartment project
according to a new planning

NEW CALIFORNIA
LAWS TAKING EFFECT
THIS YEAR
Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed a number of new bills
into law at the conclusion of
the last Legislative session,
and many of them are taking effect, beginning January
2022. Some of the most notable ones include:
•
SB 1383 (Organic
Waste): California residents

and businesses will now be
required to sort organic trash
waste separately from the rest
of their trash. This means
Californians will now discard things like banana peels,
coffee grounds, eggshells and
other food into bins used for
Continued on Page 2

ment units for very low-income households but as of
press time, there were no
specifics of what size they
would be or who would be
allowed in.
The proposed project would
provide 88 automobile
parking spaces in an on-site
parking garage, as well as
space for 61 bicycles.
ago when Joel Wachs was
in office the Little Landers Historical Society had
Archive Photo by
requested the refurbishing
Dyan McManus
of the Bolton Hall
and the
Little Landers Park. But
the project was continually
stalled; it was “in the loop”
as they say. After Wendy
Greuel was elected to the
City Council, Lloyd Hitt
began taking pictures to

That feeling of pride and
hope that prompted these
pioneers to fly the flag as a
On December 4th, 2009 the first step toward building
Little Landers Society celtheir community is an echo
ebrated the raising of Old
of the symbolism of the flag
Glory on their new Flagpole at Bolton Hall. It was
quite a celebration; Wendy
Greuel officiated and it was
attended by representatives
from service clubs, Verdugo Hills High School and
all organizations and the
public as well and a good
time was had by all.
The new flagpole is a
thing of beauty and has an
interesting backstory all
its own. In 1913 when the
construction of Bolton Hall Building the flag base like the original.
had just begun the citizens
of the surrounding Little
itself. The Stars and Stripes show City Hall the magLanders Colony celebrated. has always stood for the
nitude of the problems at
A photograph from the
hard work and sacrifice
the City’s Historical Montime shows them laying of
of millions of Americans
ument Number Two and
the cornerstone of Bolton
which made the United
its surroundings. In time,
Hall, their new clubhouse,
States one of the greatusing Proposition K funds,
and holding two flags; the
est powers in history. On
the building was re-roofed;
American fl ag and their
December 4th, 2009 Little
termites and carpenter
own Little Landers flag. The Landers Park hoisted a
ants were eradicated, new
caption below this picture
new ten-foot flag that now
rest rooms built and the
says: “The Little Landers of proudly flies on a brand
park landscaped. But the
Los Angeles County Cheer- new forty-five foot handbeginning of the renovaing Old Glory and Their
made flagpole. It’s been a
Continued on Page 6
Own Flag at a Celebration
long time coming. Years
By Marlene Hitt

Artists rendering of the proposed apartment complex at Apperson &
Foothills Blvd.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NEW CALIFORNIA LAWS TAKING
EFFECT THIS YEAR
Contnued from Page 1
"green" waste that was previously
only used for things like leaves and
yard waste.
•
SB 3 (Minimum Wage):
As part of a 2017 State law, which
has incrementally raised the State's
minimum wage each year, beginning Jan. 1 California busiTHE FOOTHILLS PAPER
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nesses with 25 or fewer workers will
pay their employees $14 per hour,
and businesses with 26 employees or
more will pay their employees $15
per hour (representing a $1 increase
for both groups). For more information on the increase schedule, click
here.
•
SB 389 (Alcoholic Beverage
Sales): Restaurants may continue the
pandemic custom of selling cocktails
to-go with a take-out meal until Dec.
31, 2026, but the delivery of alcohol
with delivery meals has ended.
•
AB 43 (Traffic Safety): Local
governments may now reduce speed

quiring breeding pigs, as well as
egg-laying chickens and veal calves,
to have enough room to stand and
turn around.
•
AB 37 (Vote By Mail): In
limits to protect cyclists and pedes- 2020, an Executive Order sent mailtrians.
in ballots to ever registered Califor•
SB 332 (Wildfires: Protect- nia voter. AB 37 makes this change
ing Prescribed Burns): Controlled permanent, and expands it to include
burns are necessary brush clearing local elections. People will still be
measures that help clear dry brush to able to vote in person, if they choose.
prevent wildfires, and this new law
•
AB 1276 (Single-use Food
reduces liability for those conducting Ware and Condiments): To prevent
prescribed burns to reduce wildfire waste, restaurants will be prohibited
hazard.
from handing out single-use plastic
•
Prop. 12 (Farm Animal ware or condiments without a cusConfinement): Passed by voters in tomer requesting them. Customers
2018, a new law that protects animal will have to ask for chopsticks for
welfare goes into effect this month, take-out sushi or ketchup packets for
regulating the pork industry by reContinued on Page 3

ANOTHER DAY
IN THE HOOD
CRIME MAPPING DEC. 13 TO JAN. 7 2022
VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 221604243
8700 BLOCK WYNGATE ST | 1/7/2022
@ 11:30 PM
BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE
Incident #: 221604221
10300 BLOCK SHERMAN GROVE AV |
1/6/2022 @ 10:30 PM
ROBBERY
Incident #: 221604177
8700 BLOCK FOOTHILL BL | 1/5/2022
@ 2:30 PM

Incident #: 221604124
10400 BLOCK HILLHAVEN AV |
12/23/2021 @ 12:00 PM
THEFT - PETTY
Incident #: 221604070
SHERMAN GROVE & FENWICK |
12/30/2021 @ 4:00 PM
THEFT-GRAND
Incident #: 221604068
10500 BLOCK WHITEGATE AV |
12/22/2021 @ 5:00 PM

means of force or fear)
Incident #: 211614740
10400 BLOCK PLAINVIEW AV |
12/29/2021 @ 7:00 AM
VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614733
10400 BLOCK PLAINVIEW AV |
12/29/2021 @ 7:00 AM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 221604171
8200 BLOCK FOOTHILL BL | 1/4/2022
@ 7:00 PM

THEFT - PETTY
Incident #: 221604063
10100 BLOCK SAMOA AV | 12/8/2021 @
11:39 AM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614702
10500 BLOCK SHERMAN GROVE AV |
12/26/2021 @ 3:00 AM
VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614707
9900 BLOCK TUJUNGA CANYON BL |
12/24/2021 @ 12:00 PM

THEFT - PETTY
Incident #: 221604181
8600 BLOCK FENWICK ST | 1/1/2022 @
8:00 AM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 221604017
PINEWOOD AV & VALMONT ST |
12/30/2021 @ 10:30 PM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614674
6400 BLOCK OLCOTT ST | 12/26/2021 @
6:00 PM

THEFT FROM VEHICLE
Incident #: 221604146
9900 BLOCK REDMONT AV |
12/28/2021 @ 9:30 PM

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - PETTY
Incident #: 211614781
10300 BLOCK HILLHAVEN AV |
12/29/2021 @ 10:00 PM

THEFT - PETTY
Incident #: 211614658
10200 BLOCK WESCOTT AV | 12/23/2021
@ 12:00 PM

Associated
Press

THEFT-GRAND
Incident #: 221604134
11100 BLOCK TUJUNGA CANYON BL |
12/21/2021 @ 1:15 PM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614777
10200 BLOCK SILVERTON AV |
12/27/2021 @ 3:00 P

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - GRAND
Incident #: 211614659
10100 BLOCK SAMOA AV | 12/22/2021 @
2:00 PM

Press
Photographers
Association of
Greater Los
Angeles

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE
Incident #: 221604113
7800 BLOCK ST ESTABAN ST | 1/3/2022
@ 11:00 PM

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY WEAPON
Incident #: 211600923
6600 BLOCK FOOTHILL BL | 12/29/2021
@ 8:00 PM

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE
Incident #: 211614662
8600 BLOCK FOOTHILL BL | 12/21/2021
@ 5:30 PM

L.A.
Press Club

THEFT - PETTY
Incident #: 221604132
10300 BLOCK MCVINE AV | 12/29/2021
@ 3:03 PM

VEHICLE, STOLEN
Incident #: 211614747
10200 BLOCK TUJUNGA CANYON BL |
12/29/2021 @ 7:00 PM

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - PETTY
Incident #: 211614676
7500 BLOCK VALMONT ST | 12/13/2021
@ 10:00 AM

BURGLARY

ROBBERY (taking property of another by

EXECUTIVE EDITOR/
PUBLISHER
Dr. David DeMullé

editor@thefoothillspaper.com

Dyan McManus, RIP
WITH THANKS TO
all our volunteers
that make
The Paper happen!
THE FOOTHILLS PAPER
TheFoothillsPaper.com
Tujunga CA 91043
(818) 951 0943

International
Combat Camera
Association
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Another hero lost.
Do you
that somedoes
a ever
lot get
ofthe
thefeeling
things
There are so many “good”
thing isn’t right but you can’t put your
that
get
done
here
stories out there that the
finger on it? I’ve been having those
behind
the
scenes.
I’ve
media
don’t cover as well as
feelings for the last 2 months and it’s
they should. I just heard that
starting
to worry
me.of
Here
in the land
had the
honor
worksomeone is trying to start an
of the “Not Quite Rights,” nothing is
ing
with
the
S-T
RoOn-Line newspaper here in
ever the way it should be…. But not
tarywrong.
Club even though
S-T. I can only wish him well.
quite
It’s an uphill battle trying to be
have
sides of aof
coin when it
IWe
was
a two
member
everywhere at one time. And
comes to reporting crime stats here.
the
Crescenta-Canada
I hope he can start covering
The cops and the real facts. I’ve been
club.
But
it
doesn’t
the start-up businesses that are
publishing the “Crime Stats” for 5
springing up like daisies after a
issues
now,What
not to rub
it in anyone’s
matter.
matters
rain.
Every little venture gives
face, but to show my readers the arWhat
is
that
our
friends
and
some
us hope and we sure need some.
eas and types crimes that are being com- people didn’t realize is that
LAFD
neighbors
gethave
a chance
prettywhile
oldthepeople
in enroute, cops from I and a lot of other people were thinking that
mitted.
You may
noticed, I stopped
LAFD was
andthethe
firewending down, and now we have
the covid was
posting
Wrecks
The Week section.
Foothill
Division
pi- volunteer
to let the
their
hairOfdown
it. I’m
looking
forrushed to rescue
variety to worry about.
Although I received a commendation lot, and once he was free of thewater-truck
wreckage, another
opens
and
march
or
drive
a
Rascal
Brigade
of
And that brings up a question. How come the
from the LAFD (and a LAFD hat), it just realized that a train was speeding down
their
valves
and spray
or
ride
down
Foothill
senior
citizens
doing
pissed off the scofflaws and their friends on them. They had maybe 10 seconds to world hasn’t taken China to task for releasing
the kids
adults
the plague,
and not notifying anyone that it was
in
low places. with thouget himand
and themselves
way. (and
Boulevard
wheelies
burning out of harms
done. enough)
Remember the BAT SALES statement
This week’s
edition iswatcha compilation of Another photographer that was
shooting
who
are brave
sands
of
people
doughnuts
going
down
short and LONG stories that I covered from across the road found himself al- from Beijing? We lost hundreds of thousands
to get
wet. And yes,
ing.
the road.
Butstruck
whatby flying aircraft
the
best I could. For those that I couldn’t
most being
parts. of lives because they wouldn’t work with anyone
you can
sayAND now they want us to their
to contain it.
personally
was lucky enoughthe
to heck
Everyone
wastime
caught by surprise,
but officially
This iscover,
the IRotary
— it’s
Olympics? I’m confused. Are they friends or
have
a dedicated
team keeping the news the end result is that everyone “It’s
survived.
I Water!”
The
Club’s
39th Annual
for
everyone
to
get
to
stories moving. Yesterday (Sunday) we love stories like that. There are too few of enemies now? Oh well, it’s beyond me. But, in
4th3 of
July
Parade.
knowthem
each
other here.
and The other side of the meantime, please support your local busisaw
LAPD
officers
rescue a man (twice)
happening
from
aircraft
that he that
had landed onhave
the the
coinTowards
is that we lost
Andanthat
means
fun.
thea LACo firefighter, nesses, they are all we’ve got and they are our
railroad
at Osborn
& San Fernando Jonathan “Jon” Flagler last Thursday while neighbors. And no, it isn’t The Water!
we’retracks
going
to have
end of
the parade, the
Rd.
fighting a fire in Rancho Palos Verdes.

COMMUNITY NEWS
NEW CALIFORNIA LAWS TAKING
EFFECT THIS YEAR
Contnued from Page 2

directors need at least two of
them to be women, and comfries. A similar law, also aimed at
panies with six or more need at
reducing waste, is already in efleast three of them to be women.
fect for single-use plastic straws,
For more new law highlights,
and local jurisdictions will envisit the Governor's list here. For
force this new law on Jun. 1 of
one-minute video summaries of
this year.
some of California's new laws,
•
SB 826 (Corporations:
visit the CalMatters feature,
Boards of Directors): Passed in
"Eleven new laws California
2018, SB 826 required corpolaws for 2022, explained in one
rations
to add more
women exto
academic
programs,
minute."
their boards of executives. The
pert
faculty
and
numerous
deadline to meet these requireopportunities
service
ments
was Dec. 31,for
2021.
By and
Jan. growth,
1, 2022, companies
with five of
The University

ard Helbing of
ujunga Awarded
om UA

ng
CA
his
ersity
of
&
on.
16
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Alabama is a place where
legends are made. UA offers
Angeles
National
Forest
its students a premier
educational, cultural
and social and StaClosing
Offices
experience with more than
tions
for Two
Weeks
200 undergraduate,
graduate
and professional programs.
through the duration of the
Enhanced safety measures
designed to protect employees
during pandemic
Arcadia, Calif., 01/07/22—Angeles National Forest leadership
will minimally staff and restrict
public access to all offices,
visitor centers, and fire stations
starting Monday, Jan 10 for
two weeks. Fire stations and
other critical functions, like
toilet cleaning and garbage
removal, will remain staffed

temporary facility closure.
“The safety and health of our
first responders, employees,
and those who visit the Angeles
National Forest is my first consideration and this will help in
that regard,” said Jerome Perez,
forest supervisor of the Angeles
National Forest. “We must use
every tool and enhanced safety
Contnued on Page 8

rosper, a JPL
s this year’s
b Grand Marshall!

Hello, is anyone out there?
If there is one thing that I love it’s
talking. I have a bad habit of getting
on the phone or stopping by a latenight coffee shop with a friend late at
night and suddenly finding out that
it is 3am. If I am not quite strict with
myself, I can spend many hours just
talking about things that are inconsequential.
There is one thing that I love even
more than talking. And that is communicating.
But, you say, communicating and
talking are the same thing! Well, not
quite.
Once, when riding on the London
underground, I had a delightful conversation with an old man who was
quite drunk. Between his accent and
his slurred speech, I never understood a word he said. Still, I acknowledged his words and he seemed as
delighted as at the chat. We were
talking.
Communication, on the other hand,
requires that one understand what
the other is saying and that they

understand you. Being interested in
the other person and being willing
to hear what they have to say is vital.
Without these, one would never actually get what the other person was
saying and they would most likely
misunderstand you.
Have you ever had a really enjoyable
conversation where you shared deep
feelings and had the other person
really understand you? Have you ever
listened to someone and discovered
that you truly understood their viewpoint?
What do you think might happen
if we each took the time to listen to
each other and understand?
Next time you are having a disagreement with someone, rather than getting upset, listen to them. Try taking
an interest in them and finding out
what they really are trying to communicate. You might just find that
the upset was a misunderstanding.
And you might find out that you have
more to agree on than not. Try it and
see what happens.
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Old Glory
unfurls
again!
Continued from Page 1
tion of the park marked the end of
the old flag pole.
As the last phase of park reconstruction the old wooden flagpole

to be turned into hand-crafted
trophies.
Trophies made from slices of
the flagpole have been awarded
to local community heroes and
some of the
senior docents by the Little Landers Historical Society. A wall
hanging at the museum shows
the building and the flag at three
different times of its existence and
showcases a part of the original
handmade pole with original
wood as backing. The Department

Mt. Gleason JRTC raising the American flag during the ceremony.
was to be painted. It had been
covered
many times over with lead based
paint, so the city officials hesitated
to work on it. To avoid the risk of
lead-bearing dust floating around
town the city planners decide not
to sand and paint the old flagpole
in place. Instead, they chose to lay
the pole on plastic on the lawn
for sanding and painting. When
the flag pole was inspected on the
ground, however, it was found to
have dry rot, a huge, once mended crack, and termites. It could
not be restored and was removed.
Finding it difficult to part with
this historical artifact, the sentimental Lloyd Hitt decided to save
it and use it for art projects. Bobby
Hitt had the
wood cut in different sizes. One
piece is used for a base and holder for Bolton Hall’s stereopticon
(A magic lantern, especially one
with two projectors arranged so
as to produce dissolving views or
combinations of images.)
Slices of the original were taken
to Ellis Robertson at O.K. Trophy

of Cultural Affairs decided that
since the old flag pole was wooden, the new one should be too.
But in this day and age, where
do you find such a thing? After
an extensive search a San Louis
Obispo artist, Mike Gilligan, who
specializes in custom made ships
masts and flagpoles, was commissioned to create a new wooden,
flagpole. Starting with 800 pounds
of Douglas Fir Mike cut, shaped,

Old Glory in all its glory!ceremony.

thefoothillspaper.com • Volume 18 • Number 1

glued
and painted what became a 650
pound, 45 foot laminated beauty. The specifics are: eleven-inch
square at the base transitioning to
a six-inch round top, hollow, with
the ropes in the center. Transporting the object took simple equipment. During the night, Gilligan
(almost blind) and his friend
drove it down from San Louis
Obispo with a simple truck and
trailer. The tongue of the trailer
was about twenty feet long; the
flagpole was balanced in the center of the trailer with twenty feet
hanging out the end. At Bolton
Hallit was carefully removed
from the trailer and mounted. Bill
Skiles created a video of the flag
pole delivery, and more celebrating is yet to come.
Now, the flag will fly all day and
night with lights pointing upward
from the lawn. Those original
Little Landers carried on the
tradition far out here in the west.
Their flagpole flew Old Glory over
the building we call Bolton Hall
for almost a hundred years. Under
its watch Bolton Hall has been
home to the Tujunga Branch of
the Los Angeles County Library,
the American Legion, our City
of Tujunga town hall, and in 1932
our municipal building. The old
is not forgotten; the new is another beginning. Looking forward we
can appreciate the view of the long
awaited handmade bright and
beautiful 2009 flag pole proudly
flying the 2009 flag at the front of
the old Little Landers clubhouse,
one of the community’s historical
landmarks.

Obituaries

Shirley Louise Pratt, age 79, passed
away on November 26, 2021. She
was on born in Coalgate, Oklahoma on July 15, 1942. She moved
to Los Angeles, California in 1958
then later purchased a single family
home in Tujunga in the year 1976.
Shirley formerly owned and operated a small Mexican-American
restaurant 'El Taquito' in Tujunga
located at Foothil Bl and Pinewood
St. She leaves behind 2 daughters, 6
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Longtime resident passed away.
“Punky” Jack Potter 4/29/49 to
12/22/21
Jack moved to Tujunga when he
was 10 year old and has resided
here since.
Due to a motorcycle accident in
late 1986 he was left blind, then
in 2017 a stroke left him disabled
and had to be moved to New Vista
Nursing Home, where he passed
away at age 72.
He has left behind wife Pati McArdle-Potter, Daughter Tracy Potter-Kirchner, of Sunland.
His mother Lela resides in Oregon.
Siblings Brian of Action, Sherry,
Connie, Iris, Janice and Troy of
Oregon and Christin of Idaho.
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Six Dr. Seuss Books Won’t be
Published for Racist Images
By Mark Pratt Associated
News

Six Dr. Seuss books _ including “And to Think That
I Saw It on Mulberry Street”
and “If I Ran the Zoo” _ will
stop being published because
of racist and insensitive imagery, the business that preserves and protects the author’s legacy said Tuesday.
“These books portray people in ways that are hurtful
and wrong,” Dr. Seuss Enterprises told The Associated
Press in a statement that coincided with the late author
and illustrator’s birthday.
“Ceasing sales of these
books is only part of our
commitment and our broader plan to ensure Dr. Seuss
Enterprises’ catalog represents and supports all
communities and families,“
it said.
The other books affected
are “McElligot’s Pool,” “On
Beyond Zebra!,” “Scrambled
Eggs Super!,” and “The Cat’s
Quizzer.”
The decision to cease
publication and sales of the
books was made last year after months of discussion, the
company, which was founded by Seuss’ family, told AP.
“Dr. Seuss Enterprises listened and took feedback
from our audiences includ-

ing teachers, academics and
specialists in the field as part
of our review process. We
then worked with a panel of
experts, including educators,
to review our catalog of titles,“ it said.
In “And to Think That I
Saw It on Mulberry Street,“
an Asian person is portrayed
wearing a conical hat, holding chopsticks, and eating
from a bowl. “If I Ran the
Zoo” includes a drawing
of two bare-footed African
men wearing what appear to
be grass skirts with their hair
tied above their heads.
Books by Dr. Seuss _ born
Theodor Seuss Geisel in
Springfield, Massachusetts,
on March 2, 1904 _- have
been translated into dozens
of languages as well as in
braille and are sold in more
than 100 countries. He died
in 1991.
He remains popular, earning an estimated $33 million before taxes in 2020, up
from just $9.5 million five
years ago, the company said.
Forbes listed him No. 2 on its
highest-paid dead celebrities
of 2020, behind only the late
pop star Michael Jackson.
Within hours of Tuesday’s
announcement, Dr. Seuss

books filled more than half
of the top 20 slots on Amazon.com’s bestseller list.
“Mulberry Street” and “If
I Ran the Zoo” were on the
list, along with “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”, “Green Eggs
and Ham” and others still
being published.
Random House Children
Books, Dr. Seuss’ publisher, issued a brief statement
Tuesday: “We respect the
decision of Dr. Seuss Enterprises (DSE) and the work of
the panel that reviewed this
content last year, and their
recommendation.”
Dr. Seuss is adored by millions around the world for
the positive values in many
of his works, including environmentalism and tolerance,
but criticism has grown in
recent years over the way
Blacks, Asians and others are
drawn in some of his most
beloved children’s books, as
well as in his earlier advertising and propaganda illustrations.
The National Education
Association, which founded
Read Across America Day in
1998 and deliberately aligned
it with Geisel’s birthday, has
for several years deemphasized Seuss and encouraged

Angeles National Forest
Closing Offices and Stations for Two Weeks
Contnued from Page 3
measure at our disposal to protect our employees, and right now
unfortunately, that means closing
access to our facilities for two

weeks,” Perez added.
During the two-week closure however, all currently opened campgrounds, picnic areas, and trails
will remain open. Forest Service
officials are encouraging visitors to
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a more diverse reading list
for children.
School districts across the
country have also moved
away from Dr. Seuss,
prompting Loudoun County,
Virginia, schools just outside
Washington, D.C., to douse
rumors last month that they
were banning the books entirely. “Research in recent
years has revealed strong
racial undertones in many
books written/illustrated by
Dr. Seuss,” the school district
said in a statement.
For the country’s libraries, what to do with the Seuss books being withdrawn
continues a longstanding
conflict between the values
of free expression and acknowledging that some content may be hurtful. Libraries rarely pull a book even
when some find it racist or
otherwise offensive, says
Deborah Caldwell Stone,
who heads the American Library Association’s Office for
Intellectual Freedom. They
are more likely to place it in
a less prominent location, or
otherwise choose not to promote it.
“Shelf space is precious
and librarians do periodically cull the book collections
and remove some titles. But
they usually do so because
no one is asking for that
book anymore,” she said. In
2018, a Dr. Seuss museum in
his hometown of Springfield
removed a mural that included an Asian stereotype.
“The Cat in the Hat,“ one of
Seuss’ most popular books,
has received criticism, too,
but will continue to be published for now. Dr. Seuss Enterprises, however, said it is
“committed to listening and
learning and will continue to
review our entire portfolio.“
The move to cease publication of the books drew immediate reaction on social
media from those who called
it another example of “cancel
culture.“
“We’ve now got foun-

follow Centers of Disease Control
(CDC), State, and Los Angeles
County health guidelines regarding the use of masks and other
COVID-19 safety measures while
in the forest.
More information about our office
locations and recreation opportunities can be found on our website
and if more information is needed,
visitors are asked to call their local

dations book burning the
authors to whom they are
dedicated. Well done, everyone,“ conservative commentator and author Ben Shapiro
tweeted. Others approved of
the decision.
“The books we share with
our children matter. Books
shape their world view and
tell them how to relate to
the people, places, and ideas
around them. As grown-ups,
we have to examine the worldview we are creating for our
children, including carefully
re-examining our favorites,“
Rebekah Fitzsimmons, an
assistant teaching professor
at Carnegie Mellon University, tweeted.
Numerous other popular
children’s series have been
criticized in recent years for
alleged racism. In the 2007
book, “Should We Burn
Babar?,” the author and educator Herbert R. Kohl contended that the “Babar the
Elephant” books were celebrations of colonialism because of how the title character leaves the jungle and later
returns to “civilize” his fellow
animals.
One of the books, “Babar’s
Travels,” was removed from
the shelves of a British library in 2012 because of its
alleged stereotypes of Africans. Critics also have faulted the “Curious George”
books for their premise of a
white man bringing home a
monkey from Africa.
And Laura Ingalls Wilder’s
portrayals of Native Americans in her “Little House
On the Prairie” novels have
been faulted so often that the
American Library Association removed her name in
2018 from a lifetime achievement award it gives out each
year. The association still
gives out the Geisel Award
for “the most distinguished
American book for beginning readers published in
English in the United States
during the preceding year.”

Forest Service office. Phones will
be staffed by employees working
remotely. Contact our offices at the
following numbers:
Angeles National Forest Headquarters: (747) 322-6574
Los Angeles Gateway Ranger District: (818) 899-1900
San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument: (747) 322-6643

