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A tribute to our local businesses that are re-opening.
SUNLAND STRONG – TUJUNGA TOUGHER!

The 8’ long rattler snake found under 
residents porch/  Photo by Ray Cooke.

Firefighter Capt. Gill from LAFD Station 25 takes a stand against the moving fire.

Thisssss is 
Snake Season

It’s Wildfire Season 
Again in The Foothills! 

The warmer weather calls to out-
doors enthusiasts and snakes 
alike, making encounters of the 

slithering kind inevitable. Sunland-Tu-
junga has a variety of snakes, most 
of which are harmless. The exception 
is California's only native venomous 
snake the rattlesnake.

Rattlesnake can cause serious inju-
ry to humans - on rare occasions even 
death, as was evidenced in May when a 
rattlesnake bite killed a Riverside County 
man. While generally not aggressive, rat-
tlesnakes strike when threatened or de-
liberately provoked, but given room they 
will retreat. Most snake bites occur when 
a rattlesnake is handled or accidentally 
touched by someone walking or climbing.

Although scary, the California Poison 
Control Center notes that rattlesnakes 
account for only about 800 bites each 
year with about one to two deaths. Here 
in Sunland-Tujunga the rattlesnake spe-
cies we can expect to find include the 
Western Diamondblack, Sidewinder, 
Speckled rattlesnake, Red Diamond rat-
tlesnake, Southern Pacific, Great Basin 
rattlesnake and the Mojave rattlesnake.

Just use common sense!
The possibility of finding a rattle-

snake should't stop anyone from ven-
turing outdoors, but there are several 
precautions that can be taken to lessen 
the chance of being bitten when out in 
snake country - which is just about any-
where in California.■

The risk of wildfire in Sun-
land-Tujunga and Lake 
View Terrace is a reality. 

Fire officials are particularly con-
cerned about the recent rain that 
came just during the hot weather 
period. As a result, “fire season” 
is NOW, as indicated by the re-
cent brush fires in Hansen Dam 

and Little Tujunga Canyon, as 
well as smaller fires in Lake View 
Terrace and off of the 210 Free-
way. 

Some firefighters, with many 
years of experience, have noted 
with concern that because of the 
drought the hills are drier than 
they have ever seen. We can ex-

pect that conditions will contin-
ue to worsen with extreme heat, 
low humidity and dry winds. It’s a 
given; we all must be prepared for 
the risk of fire. 

Please see It's Wildfire Season 
Again in The Foothills! 

on Page 8

Hello Kids Dental Group 
has Grand Opening!

The Sunland-Tujunga 
Chamber of Commerce 
held a grand opening on 

June1st with over 150 people at-
tending. 

Hello Kids is a dental office 
specializing in patients aged 21 
and under. They offer personal-
ized, quality dental care in their 
newly constructed modern of-
fice.  Their facility is specifically 
designed to be kid-friendly, and 
they have welcoming staff that 
are there every step of the way to 

comfort and care for your child. 
They are open until 6pm week-

days and open Saturdays. It’s 
always a pleasure announcing 
businesses that are new mem-
bers of the Sunland-Tujunga 
Chamber of Commerce and that 
are  happy and ready to serve the 
foothills community. Their office 
phone number is (818) 962-6611 
and their website is www.hel-
lokidsdentalgroup.com

There are Spanish, Armenian 
and Farsi speaking staff there.■

The grand opening was a major success 
with everyone having a great time.  
Chamber President Hrant Vartzbedia  
helps some of the youngest revelers cut 
the ribbon.



Missing dads. Multiple 
half and step siblings. Pris-
on waiting rooms. Home-
less shelters. Small motel 
rooms rented by the week. 
Sleeping in a garage. Sleep-
ing in a car. Missing par-
ents. Drugs. Alcohol. Fi-
nancial problems. Suicide. 
Abuse.

These are the facts of life 
for too many. And when 
it's kids who are forced to 
deal with tese challenges 
through no fault of their 
own it's especially tragic.

Adults who find them-
selves in these situations 
are often there because of 
their own poor choices 
and lack of self control. But 
the kids. They did nothing. 
They were just born into a 
lifestyle of dysfunction.

It's hard to say exact-
ly when the idea came to 
us. But sometimes in the 
1990's would be a safe 
guess. We were raising our 
kids in an off road enviro-
ment with regular desert 
trips and a love of motor-
cycles. Friends and neigh-
borhood kids were always 
welcome on our desert out-
ings.

It was the late 1990's 
when we named our 
dream: Thundering Trails. 
It would be an off road ad-
venture for kids from dis-
advantaged backgrounds. 
Still living in the city at the 
time we didn't know when 
or where we would do it. 
But we knew. One day 
Thundering Trails would 
become a reality.

In August of 2004 we had 
the awesome privilege of 
acquiring the desert land 
that would become the 
home of the Thundering 
Trails and on October 24, 
2005, our 31st wedding 
anniversary, Thundering 
Trails was officialy declared 
a non-profit corporation 
by the State of California. 
Thirteen months later we 
held our first camp.

Meeting with an inner 
city ministry the adminis-
trator told us he had hun-
dreds of kids who would 

love to attend. We told him 
we could accept about 8 
boys for the first camp.

Four showed up and 
we were devastated at the 
small turnout. But the 36 
hours later when they wen 
home we were exhausted 
and felt like they had been 
here 36 days. We never 
could have handled 8-10 
kids in the beginning. It 
was a huge learning curve 
and we were to discover 
that an off road desert ad-
venture with four kids who 
have never been out of the 

city and are not your own 
kids familiar with riding 
and camping -- and family 
rules -- was a whole new 
ballgame. Theft and van-
dalism and disrespect in 
the early days helped us to 
fine-tune our requirements 
for kids to attend camp.

The goal is not to rehabil-
itate troublemakers, it's to 
provide an awesome des-
ert adventure for good kids 
who come from difficult 
situations.

Along with a group of 
dedicated volunteers we 
have hosted 61 weekend 
adventures for groups of 
8-12 kids since the fall of 

2006. We rent a van and 
provide transportation 
from the city and the fun 
starts the minute the kids 
arrive. Playing tag and 
hide-n-go-seek are camp 
favorites shortly after they 
get off the van until dinner 
is served. Later it's a hay-
ride and campfire. 

Saturday is packed full of 
fun from the moment they 
wake up with morning 
hikes to "Big Eyes" the gi-
ant binoculars sitting atop 
a hill, to firing off rockets, 
a delicious breakfast and 

then walking the track and 
suiting up for riding. While 
one group rides another 
group chooses between 
hiking, crafts, games, 
horseshoes or just hanging 
out watching the other kids 
ride.

The day also includes a 
giant treasure hunt and 
depending on the weather 
water gun fights and sno-
cones. Brownies, cookies 
and milk are plentiful and 
we've gone through thou-
sands of popsicles over the 
years, the kids are welcome 
to as many as they want.

Saturday night brings a 
delicious dinner followed 

by chapel service and s'mo-
res around the campfire. 
More tag and hide-n-go-
seek and  they're ready to 
pass out.

Sunday morning's incen-
tive to get the bunkhouse 
cleaned up, bags packed 
and loaded in the van and 
sponsons thank-you letters 
written is one more motor-
cycle ride before the van 
leaves for the city at 11 a.m. 
They take home a 19"x13" 
camp poster packed with 
photos and a goodie bag 
filled with off road stickers 
and other treats.

And what do we get for 
the thousands upon thou-
sands of hours the guy-
in-the-garage and I have 
invested in this adventure 
over the years?

Seeing the smiles, hear-
ing the laughter, listening 
to the excited voices of all 
the kids talking at once 
as they exuberantly relate 
their adventures on the 
motorcycle track. Time 
and time again. Camp after 
camp.

It's a wonderful exhaus-
tion and there is no better 
return on an investment 
than knowing we've sent 
hundreds of kids home 
filled to the brim with mar-
velous memories they'll 
carry in their hearts for a 
lifetime. Sherri Kukla is the 
editor and co-publisher of 
S&S Off Road Magazine. 
She along with her hus-
band, the guy-in-the-ga-
rage, are also the founders 
and directors of Thunder-
ing Trails off road camp for 
inner city kids in South-
ern California. She can be 
reached at ssormag@gmail.
com or www.ssorm.com.■
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Dyan McManus RIP

COMMUNITY NEWS

Guest Editorial - Sherri's Turn

In August of 2004 we had the awesome 
privilege of acquiring the desert land 
that would become the home of the 
Thundering Trails and on October 24, 
2005, our 31st wedding anniversary, 
Thundering Trails was officialy declared 
a non-profit corporation by the State of 
California. Thirteen months later we held 
our first camp.
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Wow! What an interesting way to 
start Summer.  109 DEGREE HEAT.  
The houseless starting fires while 
the Supreme Court oversteps their 
bounds and makes a decision that 
affects more than 50% of our popu-
lation.  We are in a major fire season 
now, and I hope you’re all prepared.  
And don’t forget, we have so many 
traffic accidents that it’s become just 
another common place event that 
no one really notices them, and of 
course, the LAPD or lack of.

Sometimes I feel that I am in the 
middle of an information overload, 
other times I just don’t care.  It’s 
going to be interesting how this all 
plays out.  Back in the day – we had 
a mantra: EVERYBODY LIES TO 
US!  And it appears that nothing 
has changed.  Maybe I’m getting 
jaded, but when someone calls in 
and says to me that there are 1,000 
people at an event, I get all excit-
ed, that is until I make some calls 
to reliable people, and find out that 
there were maybe 150 people.  I just 
have to shake my head and contin-
ue what I was doing.

So why do people lie?  Beats the 
hell out of me.  Maybe they think 

I’ll get all excited and run over to 
cover their event?  Who knows, 
but I do know that it is increas-
ing.  This is going to be the year 
that was for Sunland-Tujunga.  
Or maybe, the year that WASN’T.  
Drug fatalities are up.  Businesses 
are still struggling, and of course, 
gas prices are affecting everyone.  
You know, it was only a couple of 
years ago that we had community 
events that were fun – not money 
makers, just fun.

The Easter Festival, the Old 
Timer’s Festival, The Watermelon 
Festival, a real National Neigh-
borhood Night Out (with people 
putting up blue lights to honor our 
emergency responders.) and a real 
4th of July parade, where people 
really had fun.  We had fireworks 
at the Verdugo Hills High School, 
and the residents of Tinker and 
Irma Ave. closed off the streets 
and had a block party with hun-
dreds of people having fun.  I re-
ally don’t know what happened to 
the idea of having fun, it should be 
a common place thing.  But it was 
done and we did it.  We’ve really 
had a bad track record with our 

elected council 
people.  The 
details don’t 
matter, what 
matters is that 
they stopped 
working with 
us within 
months of be-
ing elected.

And then a funny thing 
happened, people started creat-
ing alliances to attack each other.  
I’m not going to mention names, 
but the old timers know who I’m 
talking about.  And they destroyed 
what used to be a really fun place 
to live in.  I can only shake my 
head and wonder what is going to 
happen in the coming year.  BTW, 
did any of you know that our 61st 
Annual Watermelon Festival came 
and went, and almost no one even 
knew about it? I sure didn’t go. 
It was supposed to be fun.  But it 
wasn’t.

It's rumored that people are sup-
posed to be civil to each other, so 
what happened?  I’m still wondering 
when we’re going to be invited back 
into the neighborhood councils part 

o f 
city hall?  There’s an election 
coming up and it will be interest-
ing to see what factions try to “steal 
the election?”  Just had to say that.  
What is really frightening is that 
we are just a microcosm of what 
our nation is becoming.  Now that’s 
scary.  With the coming of July 4th, I 
think that we will begin to see a new 
America forming.  From Tujunga to 
the White House, people are going 
to continue to protest without direc-
tion.  Escalate the use of narcotics.  
Side with the houseless against the 
people with houses, and the most 
interesting of all: Will the Ukraine 
start WW III?   I wish you all a Hap-
py 4th of July, I hope we survive 
it, and for real, this time you can’t 
blame it on THE WATER!■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.

2  –  FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2019  • THE FOOTHILLS PAPER                                                   www.thefoothillspaper.com • VOLUME 15 • NUMBER 10 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER is 
published bi-weekly.  All content 
is copyrighted and may not be 
reproduced without written consent 
of the publisher. All submissions to 
this newspaper become property 
of THE FOOTHILLS PAPER  and 
may not be republished in whole 
or in part. The opinions expressed 
by contributing writers do not 
necessarily express the views of 
the publisher nor staff  of this 
newspaper. TFP is available free of 
charge.  No person may, without 
prior written permission from 
TFP, take more than one copy  of 
each edition (stated value: $1). 
Only authorized TFP distributors 
may distribute THE FOOTHILLS 
PAPER. THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
is a non-profit newspaper produced  
by the OSS-Spectrum group.

EXECUTIVE  
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Dr. David DeMullé
editor@thefoothillspaper.com

WITH THANKS TO 
all our volunteers that 

make The Paper happen!

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
TheFoothillsPaper.COM

P.O. Box 444
Tujunga CA 91043

818-951-0943

Associated
Press

L.A. Press Club

Press
Photographers
Association
of Greater
Los Angeles 

International
Combat  
Camera
Association

The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

July 4th is Not So Pet-Friendly
How to make July 4th safe for your pet

The Fourth of July is one of 
the most stressful and poten-
tially dangerous times of the 

year for pets.
While you and your family, 

friends, and neighbors are celebrat-
ing the holiday with fireworks, pets 
are finding these festive activities 
anything but celebratory.

Many pet parents assume that 
if their pet is not afraid of thun-
der or other loud noises, they will 
not be bothered by fireworks. This 
is not necessarily true. Even pets 
who normally are not bothered by 
thunder and other loud noises are 
often frightened and panicked by 
the cumulative effects of the fire-
works, the excited voices outside, 
and being left alone inside the 
house.

If pets are left outside and unat-
tended, the noise and raucous often 
drives them to run away. In fact, the 
July 4th holiday is a very busy time 
for animal shelters across the U.S. 
They report taking in a higher num-
ber dogs that run off during fire-
work festivities. In addition, many 
police stations log higher volumes 
of stray dog calls and barking com-
plaints on July 4th compared to any 
other day of the year.

By planning ahead and taking 
some common sense precautions, 
you can help ensure your pet is hap-
py and safe this Fourth of July:

1. Do not take your pet to fire-

works displays.
2. Do not leave your pet alone in 

the car during fireworks (or ever). 
With only hot air to breathe inside 
a car, your pet can suffer serious 
health effects, even death in a few 
short minutes. Partially opened 
windows do not provide sufficient 
air, but they do provide an opportu-
nity for your pet to be stolen.

Leaving your pet alone in the car 
is never a good idea. 

However, if your pet is most com-
fortable in the car, some pet parents 
find that driving around with their 
pet in the car helps to calm their pet.

3. Keep your pets in your home 
in a comfortable and quiet area 
with the shades drawn. If your pet 
is crate trained, then his crate is a 
great choice. Some animals can be-
come destructive when frightened, 
so be sure that you've removed any 

items that your pet could destroy 
or that would be harmful to your 
pet if chewed. Leave a television 
or radio playing at normal volume 
to keep your pet company while 
you're attending Fourth of July pic-
nics, parades, and other celebra-
tions.

4. Consult vet for anxiety relief. If 
you know that your pet is seriously 
distressed by loud noises like thun-
der, consult with your veterinarian 
before July 4th for ways to help alle-
viate the fear and anxiety he will ex-
perience during fireworks displays.

5. If your pet seeks comfort in a 
bath tub, under a bed or other small 
space... let him. Do not try to lure 
him out. If the space is safe and it 
makes him feel more secure, let him 
be.

6. Never leave pets outside unat-
tended. Even in a fenced yard or on 

a chain is not safe. In their fear, pets 
who normally wouldn't leave the 
yard may escape and become lost, 
or become entangled in the chain, 
risking injury or death.

7. Make sure your pet is wearing 
an identification tag. If your pet 
does run off, proper ID can help 
ensure a safe return. In addition, it 
is also recommended to microchip 
your pet.

This is an added safeguard 
should your pet lose his ID tag. 
Animals found running at-large 
should be taken to the local ani-
mal shelter, where they will have 
the best chance of being reunited 
with their owners.

Here's to you an your pet having a 
happy and safe Independence Day!

About TripsWithPets.com
TripsWithPets.com is the pre-

miere online pet friendly travel 
guide -- providing online reserva-
tions at over 30,000 pet friendly ho-
tels & accommodations across the 
U.S. and Canada. When planning 
a trip, pet parents go to TripsWith-
Pets.com for detailed, up-to-date 
information on hotel pet policies 
and pet amenities.

TripsWithPets.com also features 
airline & car rental pet policies, pet 
friendly activities, a user-friendly 
search by route option, as well as pet 
travel gear. For more information, 
please visit http://www.tripswith-
pets.com.■
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD

CRIME MAPPING

Freestyle Love Supreme 

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE  
221609725
8600 BLOCK  FORSYTHE ST
6/22/2022 @ 1:33 PM

THEFT FROM VEHICLE  
221609721
10500 BLOCK  NASSAU AV
6/22/2022 @ 9:31 AM

BURGLARY   221609718
7000 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
6/21/2022 @ 2:19 AM

BURGLARY   221609717
7000 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
6/21/2022 @ 1:40 AM

SHOPLIFTING - GRAND 
THEFT  21609698
7600 BLOCK  DAY ST
6/21/2022 @ 11:00 AM

BURGLARY  221609703
7000 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
6/21/2022 @ 2:20 AM

VEHICLE, STOLEN 221609650
10300 BLOCK  COMMERCE 
AV
6/20/2022 @ 7:20 PM

THEFT-GRAND  221609604
10400 BLOCK  MCVINE AV
6/18/2022 @ 3:28 AM

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE  
221609603
10500 BLOCK  WOODWARD 
AV
6/18/2022 @ 12:45 AM

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE  
221609476
6800 BLOCK  BECKETT ST
6/14/2022 @ 1:00 AM

ROBBERY  221609446
8600 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
6/13/2022 @ 1:00 PM

ROBBERY  221609408
8300 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
6/12/2022 @ 11:30 AM

The critically acclaimed hip-hop 
sensation and recipient of a 2020 
Special Tony Award was con-

ceived by Anthony Veneziale and cre-
ated by Thomas Kail, Lin-Manuel Mi-
randa and Anthony Veneziale in 2004 
before In The Heights and Hamilton.  
Following a highly anticipated Broad-
way return and the release of the Gram-
my nominated Hulu documentary We 
Are Freestyle Love Supreme, this “huge-
ly entertaining dream of a show and a 
phenomenon” (Time Out New York) is 
a non-stop blend of hip-hop, improvisa-
tional theater, music, and vocal stylings. 
The 90-minute show, called “complete-
ly genius” by Politico, is created nightly 
with the audience and no two shows are 
ever the same.

“We’ve had many of our happiest and 
most fulfilling creative moments work-
ing on freestyle love supreme and are 
excited to see its next chapter unfold 
on this national tour,” said Thomas Kail 
and Lin-Manuel Miranda.  “It is a show 
that consistently surprises us: we have 
no idea what to expect any time we do 
it - and isn’t that the true beauty of live 
theater? freestyle love supreme wouldn’t 
want or have it any other way!”

Directed by Kail, FREESTYLE LOVE 
SUPREME is a blend of hip-hop, im-
provisational theater, music and vocal 
styling with special surprise guests at 
select performances. The show that En-
tertainment Weekly calls “lightning in 
a bottle” and Rolling Stone describes as 
“pure joy” features talented performers 
providing non-stop action throughout 

this fast-paced evening, spinning sug-
gestions from the audience into humor-
ous bits, instantaneous songs and riffs, 
and fully realized musical numbers.  The 
electrifying vocals of the performers – 
from singing to rapping to beat-boxing 
with harmonies and freestyle flow – are 
backed by tight tunes from keyboards 
and human percussion. 

Special spontaneous and unan-
nounced guests are planned for select 
performances during the tour.

In name and beyond, FREESTYLE 
LOVE SUPREME pays homage to John 
Coltrane's "A Love Supreme", with a 
nod to musical roots in jazz, soul, blues 
and hip-hop.  FREESTYLE LOVE SU-
PREME was originally developed and 
produced in 2004 by Ars Nova, in asso-
ciation with Jill Furman and Back House 
Productions. The show has played in all 
five boroughs of New York and many 
states, as well as on Broadway, at the U.S. 
Comedy Festival, Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, Melbourne Comedy Festival, 
and the Montreal Just for Laughs Festi-
val.

FREESTYLE LOVE SUPREME is 
produced by Thomas Kail, Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, Jenny and Jon Steingart, and 
Jill Furman.  It features set design by 
Beowulf Boritt; costume design by Lisa 
Zinni; lighting design by Jeff Croiter; 
and sound design by Nevin Steinberg. 

Tickets are on sale now, starting at $30 
and are available at pasadenaplayhouse.
org by phone at 626-356-7529, and at 
the box office at 39 South El Molino Av-
enue, Pasadena, CA 91101.■

Left to Right: Kaila Mullady, Jay Ellis, Andrew Bancroft, Morgan Reilly.
Photo credit: Joan Marcus 
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Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com

Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com

Los Angeles, CA — 
Thousands will gather on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. for the San Fernando 
Valley’s second annu-
al Interfaith Solidarity 
March. The mile-long 
march, originally planned 
to begin at St. Bernardine 
of Siena Church in Wood-
land Hills, will instead 
start at Temple Aliyah 
(6025 Valley Circle Blvd., 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), proceed to Wood-
land Hills Presbyterian 
Church(5751 Platt Ave-
nue, Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), and end at Ezzi 
Masjid Mosque (5701 
Platt Avenue, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
country,” said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
to once again join thou-

sands of folks from across 
our region for the Interfaith 
Solidarity March. We need 
to do everything we can to 
foster empathy, unity and 
encourage people to join 
the political process – we 
need to get everyone off 
the sidelines.”

The march is hosted 
in conjunction with local 
congregations from many 
faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Thousands to Participate In San Fernando 
Valley Interfaith Solidarity March to Foster 
Understanding, Collaboration and Unity
The march will foster understanding, collaboration, and unity while highlighting 

the importance of civic participation and compassion for those in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Interfaith 
Solidarity Network (ISN) and/or the march  
e-mail Cantor Mikbe Stein at hazzanstein@
templealiyah.org, Marsha Novak at marlynov@gmail.
com, and/or visit: https://www.facebook.com/ISN.
SFV/, https://twitter.com/ISN_SFV, and https://www.
instagram.com/interfaithsolidarity/
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups

How Does Social Security 
Disability Work with Private 
Disability Insurance?

Dear Rusty: If someone is collect-
ing long-term disability through 
their company and the company 
states the employee also must ap-
ply through Social Security, how 
does this work? Does the amount 
of Social Security decrease from 
the amount that the person would 
normally receive upon retirement? 
Is long-term disability for life, or 
just until you are of retirement age? 
How about for the spouse of that in-
dividual? Would it have any impact 
on them? Signed: Concerned
Dear Concerned: It’s common for 
private long term disability (LTD) 
insurers to require that you apply 
for Social Security Disability Insur-
ance (SSDI) benefits. Typically, the 
private LTD benefit will be offset 
(reduced) by the federal SSDI ben-
efit.

The SSDI benefit amount, if 
awarded, will be the full Social Se-
curity benefit earned up to the point 
the recipient becomes disabled and 
unable to work. That means some-
one on SSDI before full retirement 
age (FRA) gets their FRA amount 
earlier (FRA is somewhere between 
66 and 67 depending on the year 
of birth). The SSDI benefit will be 
based on the disabled person’s life-
time earnings history, unreduced for 

claiming ear-
lier than full 
r e t i r e m e n t 
age. SSDI will 
automatical-
ly convert to 
regular SS re-
tirement bene-
fits at the same 
amount when 
FRA is attained. 
Thus, getting 
SSDI doesn’t de-
tract from the person’s FRA benefit 
amount; rather they get their FRA 
amount earlier.

Social Security disability benefits 
last for as long as you remain dis-
abled, or up to your SS full retire-
ment age. To be eligible, the dis-
ability must be expected to last for 
at least one year, and the disability 
must render you unable to perform 
significant work. You must also have 
worked recently (usually at least 5 of 
the last 10 years) to maintain eligi-
bility, and you must have contrib-
uted Social Security FICA payroll 
taxes (or self-employment taxes) 
from your work earnings. Only very 
limited work earnings are allowed 
when collecting Social Security 
Disability Insurance benefits, and 
Social Security may periodically 
require confirmation of continued 
SSDI eligibility.

Applying for SSDI is a relative-
ly easy process which can be done 
online at www.ssa.gov/applyford-
isability, or by calling SS directly at 
1.800.772.1213. Depending on the 
nature of the disability, it usually 
takes 3 to 5 months to obtain a deter-
mination and, if SSDI is approved, 

there 
is a 5 month wait for 

benefits to start. If the SSDI appli-
cation is initially denied (about 65% 
of all initial applications are) you 
can exercise several levels of appeal, 
starting with simply requesting a 
reconsideration by Social Security, 
followed, if necessary, by a hearing 
with an independent Administra-
tive Law Judge, a review by the SSDI 
Appeals Council, or even an appeal 
to Federal Court. Hopefully, if the 
applicant is now on private long 
term disability, the SSDI application 
will be initially approved.

As for whether the spouse of a 
person on SSDI is affected, much 
depends on the spouse’s age and 
how the spouse’s own SS retirement 
benefit compares to the disabled 
partner’s SSDI benefit. Benefits for a 
spouse are available as early as age 
62, but the spouse’s personal FRA 
benefit amount (from their own 
lifetime earnings record) must be 
less than 50% of the disabled part-
ner’s SSDI amount to get a spousal 
boost from the disabled spouse. 
Otherwise, one marriage partner 
being on SSDI will not affect the 
other partner’s personal Social Se-
curity retirement benefit.■

ASK RUSTY

By AMAC Certified Social Security 
Advisor Russell Gloor, Association 
of Mature American Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District

Resources to 
stay cool in the 
summer heat

Summer has definitely ar-
rived! The Northeast San 
Fernando Valley is known 

for its hot summers with tem-
peratures exceeding 100 degrees. 
When weather forecasts include 
three consecutive days of triple 
digit temperatures, cooling cen-
ters in our district will open.

For more information about 
cooling centers or to see if a heat 
advisory has been issued, call 311 
or visit: emergency.lacity.org/heat

When it is not hot enough 
for the cooling centers to open, 
pools, libraries and senior cen-
ters are a great place to stay cool. 
Below are some of the locations 
in our district where you can es-
cape the valley heat:
SWIMMING POOLS

Hansen Dam Aquatic Center
11798 Foothill Boulevard
Lake View Terrace, CA 91342
(818) 899-3779
Open Daily 11:00 AM - 6:00 

PM
LIBRARIES

Sunland-Tujunga Branch Li-
brary

7771 Foothill Boulevard
Tujunga, CA 91042
(818) 352-4481
Visit https://www.lapl.org/

branches/sunland-tujunga for li-
brary hours.■
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Happy Birthday America!

Each and every year, as we 
celebrate the 4th of July, it 
is easy to forget that this 

uniquely American holiday repre-
sent so much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the beach. 
It represents our triumphant battle 
against tyranny and the struggle to 
free ourselves from the control of 
others.

In the 243 years since we first 
claimed our "unalienable right" to 
"life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness", Americans have continued 
to declare our independence and 
to assert the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways.

It might mean speaking out on 
behalf of those who are persecuted 
because of their race, religion, gen-
der or sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promoting the 
ideals of freedom and democracy 
at home and abroad.

No matter how you look at it, this 
great nation is unlike any other. 
And by the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls it home 
is also different. But let us remain 
united in our differences.

Today, let's commemorate the 
birth of the U.S. by reaffirming 
our commitment to freedom and 
equality for all. These are the ba-
sic principles that our country was 
founded upon, and as long as we 
strive to uphold those principles, 
we will never forget the true mean-
ing of independence.

Happy Birthday, America!
Luz Rivas, Assemblywoman – 

39th District.■

It's Wildfire Season Again in 
The Foothills

continued from page 1

And we can’t depend on Stations 
24, 74 and 77 being able to respond 
quickly to our particular neighbor-
hoods. “Brush clearance and weed 
abatement have made a huge differ-
ence in firefighters’ success in sav-
ing lives and property over the past 
years,” says Rush Yakhaman of Aper’s 
Tree & Brush Service. “It was only 
less than a month ago that our Han-
sen Dam and Little Tujunga Can-
yon were ravaged by fire.” In talking 
with fire captains during the recent 
Fire Training Drills, it was pointed 
out that the recent rains caused a 
greening of the hills and mountains. 
“Weed abatement and brush clear-
ance must be planned,” says Rush. 
“It is important to both remove or 
reduce the dense vegetation that has 
just sprung up. 

So, in planning brush clearance 
and vegetation management, con-
sideration must be given to both fire 
and future flood risks. Remember 
that the same vegetation that must 
be cutback for fire prevention also 
stabilizes the hillside, protecting 
your family and home from mud 
slides. Proper brush clearance re-
quires moderation, to protect against 
slope instability.” We are all subject to 
the special Brush Clearance require-

ments for “Very High Fire Severity 
Zones.” Brush clearance inspections 
usually begin in May and Notices of 
Violation are in this month’s mail. 
It is critical to remember that brush 
clearance is a year-round responsi-
bility. We have a duty to each other 
to maintain our properties in a fire-
safe condition. The importance of 
brush clearance vigilance has been 
well-illustrated during the Sayre, 
Marek and Station fires in the last 
decade, where firefighters reported 
that many neighborhoods had been 
spared due to strict compliance with 
brush clearance rules and wise land-
scape/vegetation management, pre-
venting fires from destroying homes 
and taking lives. 

Vegetation management as it re-
lates to wildland fire refers to the total 
or partial removal of high fire hazard 
grasses, shrubs, or trees. Wildfire be-
havior is strongly influenced by veg-
etation type, terrain and the weather. 
Castor bean and sumac are vegeta-
tion that are ready to explode when 
lit because of the high concentration 
of oils contained in their leaves. Rush 
reminds us of the following basic re-
quirements for brush clearance with-
in 200 feet of structures: • Remove 
all dead materials from live plants, 
such as needles, leaves, and branches 
• Remove all dead trees, plants, and 
shrubs, but leave the lowest 3 inch-
es and root structure to help prevent 

erosion • All grass, brush and weeds 
must be cut to 3 inches or less in 
height, unless it is well maintained 
and irrigated landscaping (single 
trees, landscape shrubbery or culti-
vated ground cover, however, may 
be permitted) • Give special con-
sideration to problem trees such as 
Eucalyptus and Palms. Remove all 
leaves, limbs, litter and loose bark 
from the ground and from the trunk 
of the trees to a height of 20 feet • 
For trees taller than 18 feet, remove 
lower branches within 6 feet of the 
ground • For trees and shrubs less 
than 18 feet, remove lower branches 
to 1/3 of their height. Roadways and 
Private Streets • Clear all flammable 
vegetation within 10 feet of roads 
and driveways • Make sure that your 
address can be seen on your house or 
mailbox from the street, using num-
bers of at least 4 inches high and in 
a color that contrasts with the back-
ground • Park your vehicles in your 
driveway or garage, not on the street 
• NEVER, NEVER, NEVER park in 
front of a fire hydrant • Protect the 
Community by reporting any vehicle 
parked in front of a fire hydrant on a 
Red Flagged Roadway. 

Call Parking Enforcement 
24-Hours (213) 485-4184 or 3-1-1 — 
“One Call To City Hall” — from any 
land line in Los Angeles. The plants, 
trees, shrubs and ground cover that 
beautify your property are also fuel 

for fire. With the drought conditions 
here in California and in particular 
in our community, this is a good 
time to plant fire retardant plants 
that are also drought tolerant. Now 
is the right time to consider making 
changes to maximize your safety. In 
terms of vegetation planning, the 
most critical space is the 100 feet sur-
rounding structures on your proper-
ty. 

On flat areas surrounding your 
home, you will help reduce fire haz-
ards by planting and maintaining 
nonflammable soft-scape lawns, bor-
der plantings, flower gardens and 
vegetation beds, along with hard-
scapes, such as pools, concrete, brick, 
or stone decks. • Clear all flammable 
vegetation from combustible fence 
lines How To Survive A Brush Fire In 
Sunland-Tujunga The LAFD has rad-
ically changed the way it responds to 
wildfires over the past five years. These 
changes have dramatically increased 
LAFD’s success in fighting wildfires. 
The key changes include the follow-
ing: • Brush Clearance — the LAFD 
Brush Clearance Program is the most 
significant change. Brush Clearance 
has been responsible for the LAFD’s 
recent successes in minimizing loss 
of life and property due to wildfires in 
areas like ours. • Air Power Resources 
— new firefighting equipment (par-
ticularly airborne water dropping 
equipment) has increased.■


