
From the Desk of Monica 
Rodriguez CD-7 Councilwoman
We are back at it with Summer Movie Nights at the Hansen 
Dam Aquatic Center, the largest municipal pool in the 
country. - SEE PAGE 8

Practicing safe protest: 
Just Say No to violence
I understood. She was enraged, yelling at a small group of 
evangelicals with their powerful loudspeaker, at the end of the 
Pride parade last month. - SEE PAGE 2
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A tribute to our local businesses that are re-opening.
SUNLAND STRONG – TUJUNGA TOUGHER!

Leased CH-47 showing off its capabilities.

Super Tanker Helicopters to 
help fight California Wildfires!

Southern California fire agencies are getting two 
large-scale helicopters that can each carry up 
to 3,000 gallons of water or retardant to try to 

limit the spread of wildfires just as hot dry weather 
is setting in.

Los Angeles, Orange and Ventura counties fire 
agencies, which are home to a combined 14 million 
people, said they are entering a partnership starting 
last Tuesday that will help deploy 
critical air resources quickly to 
wildfires, including the two large-
scale Boeing Chinook helitankers 
known as CH-47s, a helitanker that 
can carry up to 1,000 gallons, a co-
ordinating helicopter and a mobile 
retardant base.

The tri-county effort, dubbed the 
quick reaction force program, will be in place for 
up to six months and funded with up to $18 mil-
lion from the Southern California Edison company. 
It comes as much of the region is bracing for an early 
season heat wave and red flag warnings signaling the 
potential for wildfires.

“The fact that we’re bringing these copters is a plus, 
a significant plus,” Los Angeles County Fire Chief 
Daryl Osby told reporters at a demonstration of the 
helicopters at the Joint Forces Training Base in Los 

Alamitos, California.
The agencies said the CH-47s will be able to drop 

fire retardant through the night, something they 
haven’t been able to do before, and that could sig-
nificantly help firefighters limit the spread of these 
blazes.

Fire officials throughout the region are concerned 
by the tinder-dry weather conditions and a decline 

in the number of hand crews who 
work on the ground to contain 
wildfires. Osby, for one, said he 
has 10 hand crews ready for the 
upcoming fire season compared 
with 28 of these crews about five 
years ago.

The use of these large-scale heli-
copters is also an advantage Osby 

said, that until now his agency has been counting on 
helicopters capable of carrying only 350 gallons or 
1,000 gallons of water at a time.

Orange County had the use of a CH-47 last year. 
It was equipped to drop water overnight, but not 
retardant, which is used around the edges of a fire 
to try to limit its spread, Orange County Fire Chief 
Brian Fennessy said. He said he was looking forward 
to having this capability at night when winds tend to 
die down and temperatures fall.■

“The fact that we’re 
bringing these 
copters is a plus, a 
significant plus"

Californians will be 
able to sue those 
responsible for illegal 
assault weapons and 
ghost guns

Senator Hertzberg and Governor New-
som at Santa Monica College.

At Santa Monica College last 
week, the site of a mass shoot-
ing that claimed the lives of six 

people including the gunman in 2013, 
Governor Gavin Newsom signed the 
nation’s first legislation allowing indi-
viduals to sue those spreading illegal 
guns as California continues to ramp 
up its gun safety protections. The 2013 
shooting involved an unserialized AR-
15 type semi-automatic rifle built by 
the shooter using legally purchased 
components, a ghost gun that would 
be subject to lawsuit once SB 1327 is 
law.

“For the sake of our children, this is 
a common-sense step toward ensuring 
California streets, schools and commu-
nities continue to be among the safest in 
the nation,” Hertzberg said after the gov-
ernor signed SB 1327 into law. “If Texas 
is going to use this legal framework to 
essentially outlaw abortion and harm 
women, all with the Supreme Court’s 
blessing, California is going to use it to 
save lives and take AR15s off our streets.”

Please see Californians will be able 
to sue those responsible for illegal 

assault wapons and ghost guns
on Page 8



"Get the f__k out of here!" 
screamed the young 
woman.

I understood. She was 
enraged, yelling at a small 
group of evangelicals with 
their powerful loudspeaker, 
at the end of the Pride pa-
rade last month. 

While such parades are 

becoming more common 
across the US, the Pride 
parade is such a signature 
Portland, Oregon event, one 
of joy, color, lots of children, 
hundreds of parading orga-
nizations in their own forms 
of celebration of just being 
alive, being accepted as full 
human beings, expressing 
themselves with smiles, 
cheers, and nods of appre-
ciation to each other and 
to thousands of Portlanders 
lining the parade route on 
the sidewalks.

But of course, as we know, 
the lives of countless gay, 
lesbian, transgender, bisex-
ual, and uniquely identi-
fied people have been both 
physically and psychologi-
cally traumatized by dom-
inating, aggressive people 
who cannot seem to attain 
a level of maturity that ac-
cepts all. Rising above the 
hurt to enjoy a day in the 
sun, a day of utter accep-
tance by thousands, a day 
to proclaim their authentic 
selves, harming no one, sup-
porting each other--that is a 
day that can offer profound 
comfort and an emotional 
"battery recharge" that can 
last a while. 

I'm a member of the Port-
land Peace Team. We are 
unarmed. We have a code 
of nonpartisan nonviolence. 
When organizers of events 
invite us to come help with 
public safety, we ask if the 
code of conduct they are 
advertising for their event is 
unarmed nonviolence. We 
ask if they will announce 
from the stage or with their 
megaphone that they have 
invited us to help keep con-
flict from escalating. 

If they say yes, we are hap-
py to help, small as we may 
be. We've been doing this 
for a decade in the streets 
of Portland. We've helped 
at Pride several years, we've 
gone to some BLM events, 
we've helped a few times with 
the children's climate strikes, 
with the Women's March, 
refugee and immigrant ral-
lies, and much more. 

Our goals: 1) keep every-
one safe, 2) help deëscalate 

conflicts. We have no special 
authority, just the moral au-
thority given to us by those 
who have worked hard to 
organize an event. 

When conflict escalates 
and there is no code of non-
violence, Portlanders know 
what happens. Many orga-

nizers and many activists 
are righteously enraged by 
injustice, and yet without 
nonviolent discipline, and 
especially with aggressive 
rage, their campaigns often 
alienate the public, actual-
ly reversing their intend-
ed goal of generating mass 
support for the policies they 
want put into effect.

The protest atmosphere 
in the US in general and 
in Portland in particular is 
rougher than it was even a 

few years ago. Downtown 
Portland and other areas 
of town have seen personal 
violence and property de-
struction that has no ratio-
nal justification (I say this as 
someone who does under-
stand when it may be justi-
fied and explicable).

Pride this year was a bit 
tougher than in the past. 
Tempers are shorter. Vio-
lence is closer to the surface. 
All 10 of us from the Port-
land Peace Team who were 
on hand that day focused 
on trying to deëscalate the 
hot conflict at the extremely 
offensive evangelical loud-
speaking, where happy Pride 
people were being told they 
were going to hell, etc.

It got physical a few times. 
Eventually the loudspeaker 

equipment was damaged 
and the evangelicals left. 
Now they have new trauma 
that may affect their behav-
ior in the future. 

By far the most effective 
of those who confronted 
the rude loudspeakers were 
some young people hold-
ing a colorful blanket up in 
front of the speakers and 
singing and dancing. Their 
joy was under their control, 
not extinguished by the 
objectionable interrupting 
loudspeakers. We attempt-
ed to convince the few 
who were enraged to dial it 
down, with mixed success. 

After, one of our members 
said, "I am positive it would 
have been far worse if we 
weren't here today." 

Our peace team is one of 
many across the US and we 
hope more and more folks 
seek training in more and 
more towns so we can re-
turn to protest that is very 
assertive, but not aggressive, 
not alienating to the public, 
and everyone stays safe.■
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Dyan McManus RIP

COMMUNITY NEWS
Practicing safe protest: Just Say No to violence

I'm a member of the Portland Peace 
Team. We are unarmed. We have a 
code of nonpartisan nonviolence. 

Dr. Tom H. Hastings is Coördinator of Conflict Resolution BA/BS degree programs and 
certificates at Portland State University, PeaceVoice Senior Editor, and on occasion an expert 
witness for the defense of civil resisters in court. 

By Tom H. Hastings



Gopher Construction 
Company was founded 
by Dave DeVries Sr. in 

1948. In 1983, David P. DeVries, 
his son, started a business called 
DeVries Diversified. 

In 1990 the younger DeVries 
bought Gopher Construction 
from his dad and combined 
it with DeVries Diversified 
to form a single corporation, 
CAAZlnc.

It was a perfect fit as DeVries 
Diversified specializes in jobs 
that involve working in the pub-
lic right of way, such as mainline 
sewers, sewer laterals and other 
utilities, while Gopher Con-
struction Company specializes 
in onsite private sewage disposal 
systems, onsite sewer connec-
tions and related work on pri-
vate property.

The result has been a very ef-
ficient, broad scale, comprhen-
sive approach to the installation 
of many different types of sew-
er and septic-related systems. 
A thorough and professional 
diagnostic investigation of your 
sewer or septic problems leads 
to low-cost solutions for a wide 
range of sewer and septic prob-
lems.

The firm's reputation is built 
on honesty, quality workman-
ship, accurate diagnosis of sewer 
and septic problems, and solving 

the problems with the best and 
most effective solutions. This 
thorough approach often saves 
customers thousands of dollars, 
as well as much valuable time.

The company's combined ser-
vices also include inspections of 
septic systems, video camera in-
spections of sewer pipes, instal-
lation and service of pump sys-
tems, high tech septic systems, 
bacterial treatments, drainage 
installations and repairs, hydro 
jetting of sewer pipes and much 
more.

In 1990, David P. Devries 
chose Cliff Jones to manage Go-
pher Construction Company af-
ter Cliff had already worked for 
the firm for many years. He has 
a wide background in the con-
strution industry and has been 
the General Manager for over 30 

years now.
Presently, David P. DeVries' 

son, Chad DeVries, is the 
vice-president of the corpora-
tion and runs the day-to-day op-
erations of DeVries Diversified. 
Chad is very knowledgeable and 
experienced in all aspects of the 
operations. His expertise in sew-
er lateral installations, hydrojet-
ting and video camera inspec-
tions is first-rate.

For seven decades Gopher 
Construction has been provid-
ing quality services to the com-
munity and DeVries Diversified 
is a leader in sewer installations 
and technology.

For information or an ap-
pointment, please call Gopher 
Construction at (818) 352-2253 
and DeVries Diversified at (818) 
352-2636.■
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It’s absolutely crazy weather we’re 
having, but then again, everything 
is absolutely crazy here all the time.  
The Sunland-Tujunga Chamber of 
Commerce is getting back in the 
swing of things with grand open-
ings and events highlighting our 
local businesses as their first prior-
ity.  What is so strange to me, is the 
closing and openings of so many 
local businesses, sort of like ocean 
waves hitting the shore. It’s a given.

My concern for the community is 
the recession that no one is talking 
about and the fact that almost ev-
ery service business is looking to 
hire employees – and no one wants 
to work.  The national minimum 
wage is starting to make life look 
a little easier, but where are all 
the people who want jobs?  They 
couldn’t have all moved away.  And 
another thing that no one is talking 
about, is the “Rent Assistance” pro-
gram with its ongoing extensions.  
I sure hope that people have been 
saving their money for when it all 
ends.  And it will end, and at the 
worst possible time.  Speaking of 
that, the pandemic has migrated 
to a new form called Monkey Pox.  

What’s next, a plague of locusts?
And I’m really getting concerned 

about all these crazy laws that are 
constantly infringing on our civ-
il and personal liberties – Is there 
anyone in charge here?  And it’s 
leaked all the way down to the 
Neighborhood Council operations.  
Does anyone have any insight into 
why our elected CD-7 councilman 
treats our community like shit?  
Like why does the council have to 
now pay to hold the National Night 
Out event at the Bolton Hall?  It 
appears that our councilman just 
has to go out of her way to cause us 
grief here.  Starting with our coun-
cil getting kicked out of the North 
Valley City Hall, to silly things like 
her kissing up to our local oligarch.  
I have to ask, did we accidently piss 
in her “Wheaties?” I get so tired of 
the big lie.  And I never accused 
her of “stealing the election,” so 
why inflict us with her aide Eve.  
Everything that our communi-
ty has done for the past 20 years 
has been undone by her Pacoima 
based office.

I still have to laugh at Eve hid-

ing in her 
office while 
I was wait-
ing for her 
to talk to 
me about 
a coming 
event.  She 
a c t u a l l y 
had her 
m i n i o n 
tell me that she 
had left for lunch – not realizing 
that I had blocked her car in the 
driveway so she couldn’t escape.  
Ahhhh, the games these children 
play.  I’m about ready to publish 
the list of her machinations against 
us, but I might just go ahead and 
publish “Son of STARS.”  STARS 
= Sunland Tujunga – A Reality 
Show.  The original book only sold 
200 copies before it was removed 
from the Amazon Kindel Books 
group, but it made an impact here.  
And everyone had a good laugh – 
well, not the people who were the 
crooks called out in it.

We are Sunland Strong and 
Tujunga Tougher, and now’s the 
time to take back our town – that 

i s 
IF you want to stop the 
Foothill Blvd. carnage and the 
mental derelicts we have here.  
But maybe I’m over estimating 
what you, the reader wants.  For 
the intelligent ones, we did have 
a solution to the S-T Homeless 
10 years ago and you didn’t want 
to implement it.  We did have an 
amicable solution to the K-Mart 
property 15 years ago – and you 
didn’t want to implement it. Now 
with the pandemic being the great 
equalizer, maybe now is the time 
to stand up and be counted and 
make it happen?  And of course, 
it’s all about you and you wanting 
to have a great community, and 
you can’t say It’s The Water!■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.

2  –  FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2019  • THE FOOTHILLS PAPER                                                   www.thefoothillspaper.com • VOLUME 15 • NUMBER 10 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER is 
published bi-weekly.  All content 
is copyrighted and may not be 
reproduced without written consent 
of the publisher. All submissions to 
this newspaper become property 
of THE FOOTHILLS PAPER  and 
may not be republished in whole 
or in part. The opinions expressed 
by contributing writers do not 
necessarily express the views of 
the publisher nor staff  of this 
newspaper. TFP is available free of 
charge.  No person may, without 
prior written permission from 
TFP, take more than one copy  of 
each edition (stated value: $1). 
Only authorized TFP distributors 
may distribute THE FOOTHILLS 
PAPER. THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
is a non-profit newspaper produced  
by the OSS-Spectrum group.

EXECUTIVE  
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Dr. David DeMullé
editor@thefoothillspaper.com

WITH THANKS TO 
all our volunteers that 

make The Paper happen!

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
TheFoothillsPaper.COM

P.O. Box 444
Tujunga CA 91043

818-951-0943

Associated
Press

L.A. Press Club

Press
Photographers
Association
of Greater
Los Angeles 

International
Combat  
Camera
Association

The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

Longest running local Tujunga 
business continues to thrive!

Neighbors Take Care of 
Business on Foothill!

Many local residents and business 
owners from the Sunland-Tujunga 
community are now volunteering 

their time every week to prune, rehabilitate, 
nourish and water trees along Foothill Boule-
vard. This project was initiated by STNC's Safe 
Traffic & Transportation committee who has 
been diligently working on the upkeep of these 
trees for the past year since the City of Los An-
geles will not water these trees after 3 years of 
being planted.  With the co-sponsorship of the 
Crescenta Valley Group of the Sierra Club and 
donations from DIY Home Center in Tujunga, 
a Tree Care Event was held on July 11, 2022 and 
70 trees in Tujunga were watered while others 
were pruned and nourished with fertilizer and 
mulch.

Most recently, the Sunland-Tujunga Cham-
ber of Commerce became involved by pro-
viding water for the trees along Foothill Bou-
levard with board member Stephanie Mines 
representing the Chamber and providing re-
freshments for the hard-working volunteers.  
A special thank you to STAT Chairperson 
Pat Kramer for her leadership in coordinat-
ing the volunteers for this well-needed proj-
ect along with the hard-working volunteers: 
SNTC board members Leny Freeman and 
Jon von Gunten, Beautification Commit-
tee's Matt Walker; STAT committee mem-
bers Glenn Klatte and George Arakel; com-
munity members Natalie, Jesse and Addie 
Terrell; community members Mark Dutton, 
Dave Lukesh, Beverly Bowen De Lucia, Can-
dace Laughlin, Shelley Powsner, Alexandra 
Squires, Tara Greer-Maloof, Doug Williams, 
Cathy & Randy Roberts, and dozens of oth-
ers who have participated over the past sev-
eral months.■

By Stephanie Mines
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Congressman Schiff on House Passage  
of Right to Contraception Act 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Congressman Adam Schiff 
(D-Burbank) issued the following statement after the House vot-
ed to pass the Right to Contraception Act:

  
“For years, right-wing activists and politicians have united be-

hind a singular goal: to stack the Supreme Court with reaction-
aries who will prioritize a backward partisan agenda over all else. 
That plan bore fruit last month when the Court struck down Roe 
v. Wade, robbing millions of their fundamental right to reproduc-
tive freedom. But the Court's decision to overturn Roe may just be 
the beginning. As Justice Clarence Thomas indicated in his opin-
ion in Dobbs v. Jackson, the Court is likely to reexamine other key 
precedents, such as Griswold v. Connecticut which guarantees the 
right to contraceptives.

 
“Today, House Democrats took bold, preemptive action to pro-

tect that right for all Americans. Deciding whether to have chil-
dren is one of the most significant decisions anyone can make – 
and it's a decision the government ought to have no part in. We 
cannot allow this Court to further erode what's left of reproduc-
tive freedom in this country. The Senate must act.”  
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This guide walks you 
through the basic items so 
you can build a kit your-

self--mostly with items you’ll find 
around your home. At the end 
there are further resources to dive 
into your planning efforts.  

Water: One gallon, per person, 
per day for three days.

Keep in air-tight, plastic con-
tainers that are easy to access.

Food: Three-day supply of 
non-perishable foods.

Camping Cooks has a great 
emergency food guide for Eating 
and Cooking When the Power 
Goes Out.  Don’t forget food for 
your pets.

First Aid: In an emergency, 
you or a family member may be 
injured. An adequate First Aid 
kit can keep a minor injury from 
turning major. You may want to 
take a basic first aid class though 
the Red Cross or online through 
the National Safety Council.

Basic First Aid Items in Your Kit:
• Sterile gloves.
• Sterile dressings.
•Soap and antibiotic towelettes.
• Antibiotic ointment.
• Adhesive bandages in a variety 

of sizes.
• Eye wash solution.
• Thermometer.
• Prescription medications you 

take every day.
• Prescribed medical supplies 

such as glucose and blood pres-
sure monitoring equipment and 
supplies.

First Aid book: Non-prescrip-
tion drugs (aspirin or non-aspirin 
pain reliever, anti-diarrhea medi-
cation, antacid, laxative).

Sanitation: Adequate sanitation 
is a significant environmental con-
cern after a disaster. When sewer 
pipes are damaged or the sanita-
tion system goes off-line, entire 
communities, including people 
and habitats are at risk. Be pre-
pared to take care of your waste for 
the same period of time as you’ve 
prepared food and water. A basic 
sanitation kit should include:

• Toilet paper.
• Soap.
• Feminine supplies.
• Plastic garbage bags & ties.
• Plastic bucket with tight lid.
• Chlorine bleach .
• Supplies for pet waste.
Tools & Supplies: What you 

need can vary greatly based on 

where you live, the type of disaster 
you expect and your family unit. 
Talk with your family about items 
they wouldn’t want to be without 
in an emergency. Here are some 
basic items that most people will 
need in a disaster:

• Wrench to turn off gas and wa-
ter lines

• Cups, plates and utensils (raid 
your camping gear to save money 
-- just don’t forget to replace them 
after each trip).

• Light source (solar is best so 
you don’t have to worry about bat-
teries).

• Radio (get one that is USB 
powered and check out our Solar 
Charger & Battery Bank or buy a 
battery-operated radio and extra 
batteries).

• Manual can opener or a utility 
knife.

• Small fire extinguisher.
• Pliers.
• Duct tape.
• Matches in a waterproof con-

tainer.
• Plastic storage container to 

keep everything in one place.
Documents: In preparation, 

scan valuable documents and store 
them securely online so they can’t 
be ruined by a disaster. It may be 
helpful to have copies of key items 
(like insurance cards, social secu-
rity number, passwords and insur-
ance policies) in your kit as well. 
Take short videos to catalogue 
valuables in your home, such as 
vehicles, computers, furniture and 
artwork, for insurance purposes. 
Key documents include:

• Will, insurance policies, con-
tracts, deeds.

• Passports, social security cards, 
immunization records. 

• Bank account numbers.
• Credit card account numbers 

and companies.
• Family records (birth, mar-

riage, death certificates).■
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD
Making Music the 
Suzuki Way – Every 
Child Can Learn!

The Free Admission Glendale Noon Concerts will be streaming the Au-
gust 3 program on Facebook and YouTube.  Pianist Mikhail Morgov-
sky will perform works by Gluck, Mozart, Weber, Chopin, and Brahms. 

Complete concert info and the links to the stream will be posted at http://glen-
dalenoonconcerts.blogspot.com■

Pianist Mikhail Morgovsky.

The Suzuki Music Program 
of Los Angeles (SMPLA) 
will hold its “Making Music 

the Suzuki Way – Every Child Can 
Learn!” Parent Orientation and 
Information Night on Thursday, 
September 8th, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
Pacific, over Zoom. All adults are 
invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, visit www.SuzukiMusicof-
LA.org. To receive the zoom link, 
RSVP at http://www.suzukimusi-
cofla.org/contact.html. The Suzuki 
Music Education philosophy and 
method, child development issues, 

and the SMPLA program will be 
discussed in detail.  

The Suzuki Method is renowned 
for helping children develop musi-
cally, especially from a young age, 
and SMPLA offers music education 
in violin and guitar.  Early musical 
education significantly enhances a 
child’s brain development, motor 
coordination and speech, and also 
increases a child’s level of discipline, 
awareness, and character.  Suzuki 
Music Education philosophy and 
method of music instruction is in-
valuable for children of all ages.■

Parent Orientation and Information Night

How to Build an 
Emergency Go-Bag
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Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com
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Los Angeles, CA — 
Thousands will gather on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. for the San Fernando 
Valley’s second annu-
al Interfaith Solidarity 
March. The mile-long 
march, originally planned 
to begin at St. Bernardine 
of Siena Church in Wood-
land Hills, will instead 
start at Temple Aliyah 
(6025 Valley Circle Blvd., 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), proceed to Wood-
land Hills Presbyterian 
Church(5751 Platt Ave-
nue, Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), and end at Ezzi 
Masjid Mosque (5701 
Platt Avenue, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
country,” said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
to once again join thou-

sands of folks from across 
our region for the Interfaith 
Solidarity March. We need 
to do everything we can to 
foster empathy, unity and 
encourage people to join 
the political process – we 
need to get everyone off 
the sidelines.”

The march is hosted 
in conjunction with local 
congregations from many 
faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Thousands to Participate In San Fernando 
Valley Interfaith Solidarity March to Foster 
Understanding, Collaboration and Unity
The march will foster understanding, collaboration, and unity while highlighting 

the importance of civic participation and compassion for those in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Interfaith 
Solidarity Network (ISN) and/or the march  
e-mail Cantor Mikbe Stein at hazzanstein@
templealiyah.org, Marsha Novak at marlynov@gmail.
com, and/or visit: https://www.facebook.com/ISN.
SFV/, https://twitter.com/ISN_SFV, and https://www.
instagram.com/interfaithsolidarity/
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Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
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City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
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sands of folks from across 
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foster empathy, unity and 
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in conjunction with local 
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faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups

I’m 78 and Still Working; 
Should I Apply for Social 
Security?

Dear Rusty: I am 78, still work-
ing, have a good healthcare plan 
and I make a nice salary. Can I 
still get my Social Security check 
since I paid into it all these years? 
Signed: Still Working in My 70s
Dear Still Working: You not 
only can get your Social Securi-
ty check now, I recommend you 
apply for it as soon as possible. 
Regardless of your current earn-
ings, you’ll not suffer any pen-
alty because you are still work-
ing. That’s because you stopped 
being subject to Social Securi-
ty’s “earnings test” when you 
reached your full retirement age 
(FRA) of 66 some years ago. In-
deed, your Social Security bene-
fit continued to grow until you 
reached 70 years of age, at which 
point it reached your maximum 
benefit, which is 32% more than 
your benefit would have been at 
age 66.  
Since your benefit reached max-
imum some years ago at age 70, 
and since working now won’t 
hurt your payment amount, you 
should claim your benefits im-
mediately. You should also ask 
for six months of retroactive 
benefits. Although your benefit 
stopped growing at age 70 and 

y o u ’r e 
now 78, Social Security 

will only pay up to six months 
of retroactive benefits, thus you 
have lost some of your benefits 
by waiting until age 78 to claim.
You can apply for your bene-
fits either by calling SS at your 
local office or the national So-
cial Security service center at 
1.800.772.1213 to make an ap-
pointment to apply, or you can 
apply online at www.ssa.gov/re-
tire. Applying online is by far the 
most efficient method, but you’ll 
need to first create your person-
al “my Social Security” online 
account to do so (simply go to 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount and fol-
low the instructions). 
Since you’re still working, and 
assuming you have “creditable” 
healthcare coverage from your 
employer, you can delay enroll-
ing in Medicare until you stop 
working (“creditable” coverage is 
a group plan with at least 20 par-
ticipants). If you haven’t yet en-
rolled in Medicare and you’ve had 

c r e d-
itable healthcare cov-

erage since you were 65, you will 
not incur a late enrollment pen-
alty for enrolling in Medicare 
now, but you can also continue 
to defer enrolling in Medicare 
without penalty if your employer 
coverage is “creditable.”
I strongly encourage you to apply 
for your Social Security benefits 
as soon as possible, because you 
will continue to lose money by 
delaying further. You will still 
get credit for your current earn-
ings even after you start your So-
cial Security benefits and, if ap-
propriate because of your recent 
earnings, your benefit amount 
will be automatically increased, 
so there is no reason to delay 
claiming Social Security any 
longer. You earned your Social 
Security benefits, you aren’t sub-
ject to a penalty because you’re 
still working, and you’ll contin-
ue to get credit for your current 
earnings while still working, so 
you should apply for your Social 
Security benefits as soon as pos-
sible.■

ASK RUSTY

By AMAC Certified Social Securi-
ty Advisor Russell Gloor, Associa-
tion of Mature American Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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because she is drawing SS 
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wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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CHRISTMAS

IN JULY!!!

$5 OFF
BRING IN 

FOR WASH

JULY-AUG

2022

Star Hand Car Wash

Hand Wax • Complete Detail • Steam Clean Engine
8220 Foothill Blvd, Sunland CA 91040

PRESENT COUPON WHEN YOU PAY

From the Desk of Monica 
Rodriguez CD-7 Councilwoman

After producing a wildly suc-
cessful series of 4th of July 
Celebrations, we are back 

at it with Summer Movie Nights at 
the Hansen Dam Aquatic Center, 
the largest municipal pool in the 
country. Since 2018, I have worked 
to bring family friendly entertain-
ment to our community. Thanks to 
our generous friends at Disney, we 
will be showing Encanto and Luca. 
Before the summer ends and the 
kids go back to school, I hope you 
will join me with your family and 
friends, to enjoy these movies with 

me under the stars. 
You will be able to watch these 

movies floating in the pool or along 
the sandy beach without leaving 
the Seventh Council District. We 
will be providing free activities for 
the kids to enjoy, food trucks, and 
more. Gates open at 6:00pm and the 
movies begin at sunset.  

For more information, contact my 
Pacoima office at (818) 485-0600, 
Sylmar office at

 (818) 756-8409, or Sunland-Tu-
junga office at (818) 352-3287.

We are ONE LA■

WWee  LLoovvee  ttoo  LLaauugghh  
Take your mind off your troubles and hear a group of wacky singers  

perform a bunch of happy, upbeat songs.  
 

The always entertaining Franny McCartney as Master of Ceremonies. 
 

With special guest appearances by Joe DeCenzo, Dana Stangel and Craig Durst  
with poetic tales, funny animal facts and crazy historical tidbits.  

 

Feel like singing?  There’s even a sing-along (with songs you will recognize).  
Even if you don’t sing very well, just sing louder, no one will notice!     

Get your tickets on-line at www.BoltonHall.org 
$17 per person (non-refundable) 

Advanced reservations are required.   
All tickets will be held at the door. 

 

Each ticket includes dessert at intermission and  
one ticket for the drawings for great prizes. 

Additional drawing tickets can be purchased for $1 each. 

Seating is limited — order now! 
Entertainers are donating their time and talent.          

Proceeds benefit Little Landers Historical Society. 

Have fun   
   Be entertained   
      Contribute to this  
           — Fundraiser — 

Saturday, August 13th, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
Bolton Hall Museum 

10110 Commerce Avenue in Tujunga  |  Corner of Commerce and Valmont  |  Parking available uphill at the Elks Lodge 

An Evening  with 

Californians will be able to 
sue those reponsible for illegal 

assault weapons and ghost guns
continued from page 1

SB 1327, authored by Senator Bob 
Hertzberg (D-San Fernando Val-
ley), allows Californians to sue 
those making, selling, transporting 
or distributing illegal assault weap-
ons and ghost guns – guns made at 
home to avoid tracing – for damag-
es of at least $10,000 per weapon in-
volved. The same damages are also 
available against gun dealers who 
illegally sell firearms to those un-
der 21 years of age. The legislation 
is modeled after Texas’ wronghead-
ed anti-abortion bill, SB 8, which 
places $10,000 bounties on doctors, 
providers and others involved in 
providing life-saving abortion care.

“Our message to the criminals 
spreading illegal weapons in Cal-
ifornia is simple: you have no safe 
harbor here in the Golden State. 
While the Supreme Court rolls 
back reasonable gun safety mea-
sures, California continues adding 
new ways to protect the lives of our 
kids. California will use every tool 
at its disposal to save lives, espe-
cially in the face of an increasingly 
extreme Supreme Court,” said Gov-
ernor Newsom.

“While some politicians put up 

roadblocks or say nothing can be 
done, here in California we are once 
again proving we can take on the 
gun lobby and protect our commu-
nities,” said Attorney General Rob 
Bonta. “With these new laws, Cal-
ifornia is protecting life, safety, and 
freedom. We have the strongest gun 
safety laws in the nation, and one of 
the lowest firearm mortality rates. 
This is not a coincidence. More guns 
do not make us safer — laws like 
these do. Period. I am committed 
to enforcing our commonsense gun 
safety laws, and keeping weapons 
of war off our streets and out of the 
hands of dangerous individuals.”

“The continued need to adopt 
sensible solutions to our nation’s 
tragic history of gun violence is dire 
and necessary,” said Senator Antho-
ny Portantino. “That includes SB 
1327 - which I am proud to jointly 
author with Senator Hertzberg

“Untraceable ghost guns purchased 
without background checks have fu-
eled gun violence throughout Cali-
fornia and the nation and for far too 
long,” said Shannon Watts, founder 
of Moms Demand Action and Cal-
ifornia resident. “Thanks to leader-
ship by gun sense lawmakers and re-
lentless advocacy from our grassroots 
army, California continues to lead the 
nation in taking life saving action to 
combat ghost guns.”■


