
Local Author to Speak 
at LCFOG Annual Event

Montrose Entrepreneurs 
Celebrate Milestone

LCFOG will hold its annual Book and Author Luncheon 
October 22, 2019 at the La Canada Flintridge Country 
Club 5500 Godbey Drive, La Canada. - SEE PAGE 2

CARSTAR continues to expand across North America, and 
today, achieves a significant accomplishment by opening its 
700th location with CARSTAR Montrose - SEE PAGE 6

FRIDAY OCTOBER 7, 2022                                      TELLING THE TRUTH FOR OVER 14 YEARS                              VOLUME 18 • NUMBER 19

 Check out The Foothills Paper interactive website: thefoothillspaper.com

Worlds of Homelessness

Concerned about fires, traf-
fic safety, emergency re-
sources, response times, 

lack of city services, wildlife, 
ecology, and emergency evacua-
tions? • Concerned with the City 
rezoning to allow 215 homes on 
the Verdugo Hills Golf Course? 
Currently it is zoned to build 20 
homes. • Care about the Verdugo 
Hills Golf Course and the poten-
tial to lose this recreational and 
beautiful site? 

Verdugo Hills
Golf Course

Before.

After.

Worlds of Homelessness, a 
project of the Goethe-In-
stitut Los Angeles, is a 

week long program in Los Angeles 
proposing an interdisciplinary and 
global engagement with homelessness, 
and its connections to inequality, gen-
trification, racism and migration.

The project creates a platform for 
local and international artists, ar-
chitects, and scholars to come to-
gether to share ideas.

Discussions, music performances, 
and film screenings will take place 
from October 22 – 27, 2019 in Los 
Angeles at the Skid Row History 
Museum and Archive, NAVEL, and 
SCI-Arc, and culminate with the 
Festival for All Skid Row Artists on 
October 26 and 27, 2019 in Gladys 
Park in Skid Row.

“Homelessness and housing pre-
carity are worldwide issues,” says 
Lien Heidenreich- Seleme, Director 
of the Goethe-Institut in Los Ange-
les. “While we realize that homeless-
ness in Los Angeles is a local discus-
sion that needs local solutions, we 
also believe that housing is a glob-
al phenomenon that could benefit 
from international discourse.”

The project is developed in coop-
eration with the Los Angeles Pover-
ty Department, which has created 
art with and promoted the activ-
ism of Skid Row artists for decades; 
the Thomas Mann House, the re-
nowned independent architecture 
school SCI-Arc, the Institute on In-

equality and Democracy at UCLA 
Luskin, and NAVEL, a collectively 
driven cultural organization.

The event series including discus-
sions, music performances, and film 
screenings takes place from October 
22 – 27, 2019 in Los Angeles at the 
Skid Row History Museum and Ar-
chive, NAVEL, and SCI-Arc, and cul-
minates with the Los Angeles Poverty 
Department’s 10th Annual Festival 
for All Skid Row Artists on October 
26 and 27, 2019 from 1-5pm each day 
in Gladys Park, Skid Row.

The LA Playmakers will open 

Worlds of Homelessness and close 
the Festival for All Skid Row Art-
ists. The band was founded 5 years 
ago by Joseph Warren and Stan 
Watson. They all were members 
of the Praise and Worship Team at 
Skid Row’s Central City Church of 
the Nazarene. “These accomplished 
professional musicians have played 
with a number of well-known jazz 
and pop music figures. They em-
body the creative spirit that persists 
in this community,” explains John 
Malpede, Artistic Director of the 
LA Poverty Department.■
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WORLDS OF HOMELESSNESS 

 
Worlds of Homelessness, a project of the Goethe-Institut Los Angeles, is a 

week long program in Los Angeles proposing an interdisciplinary and global 
engagement with homelessness, and its connections to inequality, 

gentrification, racism and migration.  

The project creates a platform for local and international artists, architects, 
and scholars to come together to share ideas. 

Discussions, music performances, and film screenings will take place from 
October 22 – 27, 2019 in Los Angeles at the Skid Row History Museum and 
Archive, NAVEL, and SCI-Arc, and culminate with the Festival for All Skid 

Row Artists on October 26 and 27, 2019 in Gladys Park in Skid Row. 

 

 

Worlds of Homelessness is a project of the Goethe-Institut that offers an 
interdisciplinary engagement with the issue of homelessness and its many related 
themes such as the gap between rich and poor, participation, inequality, gentrification, 
racism, and migration. Worlds of Homelessness draws on the international network of 
the Goethe-Institut to bring together local and international artists, architects, 
scholars, and others to create a platform to share ideas, thoughts, and present their 
work. The project also examines the wide range of strategies being employed to 
engage with the many questions and challenges surrounding the issue.  

“Homelessness and housing precarity are worldwide issues,” says Lien Heidenreich-
Seleme, Director of the Goethe-Institut in Los Angeles. “While we realize that 
homelessness in Los Angeles is a local discussion that needs local solutions, we also 
believe that housing is a global phenomenon that could benefit from international 
discourse.” 

The project is developed in cooperation with the Los Angeles Poverty Department, 
which has created art with and promoted the activism of Skid Row artists for decades; 
the Thomas Mann House, the renowned independent architecture school SCI-Arc, the 

SAVE THE DATE! - PLUM 
Hearing Verdugo Hills 
Golf Course Oct 22nd 
2:30pm Snowball West 
wants to build 215 homes, 
it is currently zoned for ~ 
20. Please Save the Date - 
we need EVERYONE IN-
TERESTED to show up to 
the PLUM Hearing and 
wear RED. Please see Flyer 
for the details.

Are you wondering how to avoid 
getting into a fast and furious 
bidding war once you find your 

dream home? Even if you can afford to 
pay more, it’s not always the best move. 

Money is one thing that turns sellers’ 
heads, but it’s far from the only incentive 
when you’re competing with other buyers. 
So why raise the ante with more money?

Please see Ed Castellanos Column 
on Page 7

Are you wondering how to avoid getting 
into a fast and furious bidding war?
by Ed Castellanos
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COMMUNITY NEWS

La Canada Flintridge Ortho-
paedic Guild (LCFOG) will 
hold its annual Book and Au-

thor Luncheon October 22, 2019 at 
the La Canada Flintridge Country 
Club 5500 Godbey Drive, La Cana-
da.  Presiding over the event will be 
Marianne Jennings, President of the 
Guild.  Members of the Guild began 
preparations for this event in Janu-
ary, under the guidance of co-chairs 
Caryl Pettit and Arlene Massimino.   
Committee members are now put-
ting on the finishing touches.  Al-
most 200 women attend this annual 
event and look forward to the Silent 
Auction, for which Marie Baker and 
her committee have been successful 
in obtaining some wonderful gifts.   
Marilyn Center assures the Bonus 
Board will have plenty of envelopes 
full of fun items.  More than any-
thing, former guests have said they 
enjoy hearing the authors present 
their recent novels and how they 
came to write them.

Naomi Hirahara, a Pasadena resi-
dent, will be a familiar name to many 
guests.  Hirahara is the Edgar win-
ning author of the Mas Arai mystery 
series, including  Summer of the Big 
Bachi, Strawberry Yellow, Sayonara 
Slam and Hiroshima Boy.  She is also 
the author of the Ellie Rush mysteries 
(Penguin) and the co-author of Life 
After Manzanar (Heyday).  Her Mas 
Arai books have earned such honors 
as Publishers Weekly’s Best Book of 
the Year and one of the Chicago Tri-
bune’s Ten Best Mysteries and Thrill-
ers.   She will be presenting her most 
recent book “Iced in Paradise” re-
leased in September 2019.

Naomi has also written books 
about gardening and Japa-
nese-American history and cul-
ture.  She has contributed to several 

anthologies, including Los Angeles 
Noir and Santa Cruz Noir.   She is a 
proud Stanford University Alumna 
where she received her Bachelor of 
International Relations.   She stud-
ied Advanced Japanese Language 
Studies in Tokyo and volunteered 
for three months as a work camper 
in Ghana, West Africa.  This charm-
ing woman with a great sense of 
humor was born and raised in Al-
tadena and now resides in neigh-
boring Pasadena. She was delighted 
when Book and Author Co-Chairs, 
Wendy Nicoll and Arlene Massimi-
no approached her to speak at the 
LCFOG luncheon which will raise 
funds to donate to Orthopaedic In-
stitute for Children (OIC). 

Guests are encouraged to “browse” 

the books before making a purchase.  
Helping out at the browsing table will 
be Elinor Bunn and Judi Mc Clure.  
Three members of LCFOG will be 
available and ready to package the 
books when chosen by guests.  Help-
ing with book sales will be Ginney 
Pruitt, Maria Gero and Marie Gil-
hooly.

All proceeds from the sale of books, 
the silent auction and other activities 
will benefit Orthopaedic Institute for 
Children (OIC), one of the largest 
pediatric orthopaedic facilities in the 
Western United States.  

The luncheon is by invitation only 
and space is limited.  If interested in 
attending, please contact Marianne 
Jennings  818 398-7323 for available 
seating.■

Local Author to Speak 
at LCFOG Annual Event

Photo courtesy of Naomi Hirahara and Brigit Binns.

By Arlene Massimino

Fire Danger Level 
Being Raised 
on the Angeles 
National 
Forest
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OH BOY OH BOY OH 
BOY, what a wonderful 
week we’ve had.  I usually 
don’t say silly things like 
“I told you so” because the 
haters turn it around to 
be what they supposedly 
said months before.  But 
not this time.  Sunland-
Tujunga is on the verge of 
a major change, maybe for 
the better, maybe for the 
worse.
Do you guys and girls 
ever sit back with a glass 
of RAKI, Chai and some 
Barbari Bread with Feta 
cheese, to discuss what 
direction we’re actually 
moving in?  Probably 
not, but here at The 
Foothills Paper, we do.  
And it is pretty neat. We 

used to watch the “older” 
Armenian/Persian men 
sit around in their boxer 
shorts and wife beater 
shirts wondering what 
their lives were really 
about.  So one day I asked 
them. And the answer was 
as bewildering as well as 
profound.  They referred 
me to The Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam.  For 
those of you who know, 
it is a grouping of over 
1,000 quatrains that like 
the bible/Talmud/Koran, 
gave direction to people’s 
lives - if they would just 
slow down and enjoy 
them.
I guess that I had been 
too busy chasing down 
stories to slow down and 

enjoy what we 
have around 
us.  Damn, I 
should have 
gotten older 
q u i c k e r .  
LOL.  My 
good old 
buddy Sonia 
T a t u l i a n 
has pulled 
off the 
Ar me n i an 
C u l t u r a l 
Festival for the 4th year, 
and once again it will be 
really interesting.  This 
is the newly christened 
William Saroyan Square, 
and there will be a lot of 
celebrating going on.  John 
Clausen and I have been 
given a personal invitation 

t o 
attend and participate in 
the festivities.
There are about 2-3 thousand 
people expected to attend.  
You know, if they could get a 
liquor permit, this could be 
our own OCTOBERFEST!  
Yes, boys and girls, this is the 

start 
of a new beginning for our 
community.  All we need 
now is a radio station and 
trolley car for people to get 
to Bolton Hall for a leisurely 
lunch.  Count me in!  And 
yes, it was the water!■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

Another Break-in At Arnie’s Natural Aid

The bad guys just can’t seem 
to figure it out – “IT’S NOT 
EASY TO GET INTO A 

POT SHOP!”  On Wednesday Sept 
25th, two of our lower intelligence 
denizens of Sunland-Tujunga de-
cided to break into Arnie’s Natural 

Aid on Foothill Blvd., Sunland.  
It wasn’t that long ago that a dif-

ferent group tried breaking into 
Arnie’s Munchies that had no pot 
in it.  (Well, actually –one of the 
perps had scratched his initials 
into the window and his partner 

scolded him about how stupid that 
was.) So they broke the window to 
destroy the evidence.  Of course, 
they were on video all the time.

This last “Laurel & Hardy” 
group did everything right and 
nothing right.■
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Martina Reese, 73, of Lake View Terrace, CA passed away, August 24, 2019 with 
her family taking care of her. She is survived by a husband, three children, and 

three grandchildren.

She was born to the late Ceferino Cases and Carolina Ocampo, July 31, 1946, in 
Bario Estanza Lingayen, Pangasinan in the Philippines. Martina (Mely) graduated 
from The National Teachers College in Manila, Philippines, and became a teacher.

Mely was the most giving mother, wife, and friend. Her whole life, she always 
thought of others and put them and their needs ahead of hers. Mely was a 

passionate cook who can whip up an abundant meal made for a large party of 
people, even if it was only meant as a small casual gathering. 

Mely was a hardworking and loyal employee for the US Postal Service at Sunland 
Post Office for over 35 years until retirement in 2014. She passed her strong work 
ethics to her children. She was immensely proud of her family, and leaves behind 

nothing but beautiful memories. 

In observance of the Catholic tradition of the 40-day post-death period, funeral 
arrangements are set to take place in a family residence in Las Vegas, NV on 

October 5, 2019. 

In Loving Memory

Martina Reese

Verdugo Hills
Liquor Store

7119 Foothill Boulevard
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When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

Montrose Entrepreneurs Celebrate Milestone as CARSTAR’s 
700th North American Collision Repair Facility

CARSTAR continues to expand 
across North America, and 
today, achieves a significant 

accomplishment by opening its 700th 
location with CARSTAR Montrose, 
located 2604 Honolulu Ave. Montrose, 
CA 91020.

“Sandy and I are second generation 
owners. Our business was founded 
in 1987 and we both grew up in the 
industry,” said Daniel Panduro, who 
owns the CARSTAR location along 
with his ownership team, Sandy Pan-
duro and Brian Frame, also own two 
other locations in the Southern Cali-
fornia region, CARSTAR North Glen-
dale, 3455 N. Verdugo Rd., Glendale, 
CA, and CARSTAR Sun Valley, locat-
ed at 11027 Sherman Way, Sun Valley, 
CA.  “We believe the insurance and 
OEM relationships that CARSTAR 
fosters are a game changer for any in-
dependent collision repair operator 
that’s looking to succeed in today’s 
competitive and complex environ-
ment,” notes Panduro.  “This is one 
of the many reasons why we decided 
to join CARSTAR and we are excited 
to have all of our locations a part of 
this network, in addition to being the 
700th facility for the CARSTAR fam-
ily.” 

These three new facilities bring the 
total store count in California to 50, 
with almost 25 in Southern California 
alone. 

“My grandfather, Milius, bought 
Gene’s Paint and Auto Body in the 
50’s,” said Brian Frame. “He passed 
on the business to my dad and then I 
took it from my dad in 2011. Everyone 
knows us in the community because 
we have been here for so long and it’s a 
long time family run business.  So our 
ownership group came together in a 
fun way. I actually sat next to Danny 
at a Dodgers game and we just started 
talking shop. So that was about 8 or 
9 years ago and we just always stayed 
in touch and worked together on pro-
cesses and shop events. We decided 
to join forces with our three facilities 
a couple years ago and then joined 
CARSTAR because we recognized 
the way the industry was going with 
rapid consolidation and we wanted to 
continue our business with a trusted 
recognized national partner.” 

 “We support JDRF as well as local 
high schools and their athletic pro-
grams,” notes Daniel Panduro. “We 
also have a scholarship in honor of 
our brother who passed away back in 
1990.”  

His partner Frame adds, “We also 
support my daughters softball team, 
that I proudly coach and we’re excited 
to learn more about the cystic fibrosis 
charitable partnership CARSTAR has 
and how we can help.” 

They also plan to continue investing 
in the community. 

“We have three locations in the area, 
CARSTAR Sun Valley, CARSTAR 
North Glendale and CARSTAR 
Montrose,” said Sandy Panduro. 
“CARSTAR North Glendale is our 
facility for small dents and dings, our 
CARSTAR Sun Valley location has 
several manufacturer and industry 
certifications so it specializes in com-
plex repairs and CARSTAR Montrose 
is our “head office” so we have our 
leadership team here. However no 
matter where you take your vehicle, 
we’ll be able to help you because we 
share our resources across the board 
to make it more convenient for our 
customers. We all grew up here, went 
to the local schools and still are active 
in the community. We just want to 
help people because we know cars are 
so complex and people want to make 
sure their repairs are done right.”

“We believe the insurance and OEM 
relationships that CARSTAR fosters 
are a game changer for any indepen-
dent collision repair operator that’s 
looking to succeed in today’s compet-
itive and complex environment,” says 
Daniel Panduro, owner, CARSTAR 
Montrose. “This is one of the many 
reasons why we decided to join 
CARSTAR and we are excited to have 
all of our locations a part of this net-

work, in addition to being the 700th 
facility for the CARSTAR family.”

Daniel Panduro, along with his 
ownership team, Sandy Panduro and 
Brian Frame, also own two other lo-
cations in the Southern California 
region, CARSTAR North Glendale, 
3455 N. Verdugo Rd., Glendale, CA, 
and CARSTAR Sun Valley, located 
at 11027 Sherman Way, Sun Valley, 
CA. These three new facilities bring 
the total store count in California to 
50, with almost 25 in Southern Cali-
fornia alone.

As the CARSTAR network contin-
ues this rapid growth, so does its sup-
port for its charitable cause, fighting 
cystic fibrosis.

“We are grateful for CARSTAR’s 
enthusiasm and dedication to raise 
funds, awareness and help advance 
the mission of the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation,” says Elizabeth Thomp-
son, corporate engagement senior 
director, Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 
“Its commitment to CF has particu-
larly strengthened in the U.S., which 
is why we awarded CARSTAR Cys-
tic Fibrosis Foundation’s Rising Star 
award earlier this year, and we are ex-
cited to see the momentum continue 
alongside this growing franchise fam-
ily.”■

Daniel Panduro, along with his ownership team, Sandy Panduro and Brian 
Frame show their excitement for their newest shop opening!
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ASK RUSTY Working at 65, So What About Medicare?

Dear Rusty: My husband 
turns 65 in December of this 
year, but he is employed and 
will be on his employer’s health 
insurance at least through this 
school year (May 2020). How 
should we inform Medicare 
of this situation and must we 
let Medicare know that he is 
presently insured by BCBS? 
When must we let Medicare 
know about these details? I 

know there is a certain win-
dow when no health questions 
are asked but what is that time 
frame? If my husband quits 
teaching in May, when does he 
let Medicare know he wants 
to start Part A and B in June 
2020 ? Is there only open en-
rollment in the 3-month win-
dow of his birthday? Signed: 
Confused by Medicare

Dear Confused: If your hus-
band has creditable healthcare 
coverage from his employer, 
he need not enroll in Medi-
care when he turns 65. His 
creditable employer coverage 
will exempt him from a late 
enrollment penalty when he 
enrolls in Medicare Part B (or 
D) later (“creditable” coverage 
is a group plan with at least 20 
participants). When his em-
ployer coverage ends he will 
enter a Special Enrollment 
Period (SEP) which will last 
for 8 months from the date his 

employer coverage ends. As 
long as he enrolls in Medicare 
Part B before his SEP expires, 
your husband will not incur 
a late enrollment penalty. To 
sign up for Part B shortly be-
fore his employer coverage 
ends or during the 8 months 
after his employer ends, he 
should complete and submit 
an Application for Enrollment 
in Part B (CMS-40B) and a 
Request for Employment In-
formation (CMS-L564), both 
of which can be found at this 
website: https://www.cms.
gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/
CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms-
List.html.

Your husband may want to 
enroll in Part B prior to his 
employment coverage ending 
in order to avoid a lapse in 
healthcare coverage (it usual-
ly takes a couple months for 
Medicare Part B to become ef-
fective). Note that unless your 

husband is 
contributing 
to a Health 
Savings Ac-
count (HSA), 
he may wish to 
enroll in Medi-
care Part A at 
age 65. Medi-
care Part A 
(hospitalization coverage) 
is free if your husband is also 
eligible for Social Security, and 
he will need to be enrolled in 
Part A in order to enroll in 
Part B (doctors and outpatient 
services) and Part D (prescrip-
tion drug coverage), both of 
which have a premium asso-
ciated with them. He will also 
need to be enrolled in Part A 
to collect Social Security after 
age 65. 

If your husband is already 
collecting Social Security 
when he turns 65, he will be 
automatically enrolled in both 

P a r t 
A and Part B, but he can, 

if desired, decline Part B until 
his employer coverage ends. 
Please also note that if your 
husband wishes Part D pre-
scription drug coverage (pro-
vided by private insurance 
carriers) he must enroll in a 
plan within 63 days of his ex-
isting employer drug coverage 
ending to avoid a Part D late 
enrollment penalty. After age 
65, one cannot go more than 
63 days without creditable 
prescription drug coverage 
without incurring a late en-
rollment penalty for enrolling 
in a Part D plan later.■

By AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma- 
ture American Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District

Ed Castellanos Column
continued from page 1

 If you want to offer your seller 
something they can’t refuse, try of-
fering a flexible closing date.

Why is the closing date import-
ant?

On closing day, the home’s sales 
documents are signed and owner-
ship changes hands. In most cas-
es, that’s about 30 to 60 days from 
when your offer is accepted. 

But what if that doesn’t work with 
the seller’s timeline? 

How can a flexible closing help 
you? 

Some sellers need to get out fast. 
They could be relocating and need 
to move immediately. Maybe they 
already bought a new home. By of-
fering a fast closing, you can help 
them to avoid paying two mortgag-
es. 

Other sellers need more time. 
Maybe they’re building their dream 
home and hit an unexpected con-
struction delay. Your flexibility with 
a delayed possession date offers 
them the security of having their 
new home lined up before they have 
to move.

 How else can we sweeten the 
deal?

Let’s say the best bid you can 
make is a bit lower than the listing 
price. Offering a seller rent-back 
might encourage them to choose 
your offer over others that are less 
accommodating. This lets the sell-
er rent the space from you for a set 
amount of time until they’re ready 
to move.

To make a flexible closing date 
work for you, remember to go on a 
month-to-month lease or have al-
ternative housing options ready. 

When you’re ready to make an 
offer on a home, keep in mind that 
understanding what motivates the 
seller is how we’ll get your offer ac-
cepted. 

Ready to start your search? Reach 
out today■
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Wildfire season is upon us 
and it is absolutely criti-
cal we act thoughtfully 

to reduce the risk in our communi-
ties. Last week, my office worked in 
partnership with LAHSA, LA Fam-
ily Housing, LASAN, RAP, LAPD, 
LAFD to begin the multi-phased 
work of cleaning up debris and ad-
dressing encampments at Hansen 

Dam, a very high fire hazard severity 
zone. Outreach teams have been de-
ployed to help individuals living in 
these areas get connected to home-
less services and interim housing. 

Given the scale and diverse to-
pography of Hansen Dam, this 
coordinated interagency effort will 
occur in phases through the rest of 
September and October.■

Every year, from September 15th 
to October 15th we celebrate 
Latino Heritage Month in the 

City of Los Angeles. During this time, 
communities across the nation pay 
tribute to the millions of Latinos who 
have enriched America’s culture, econ-
omy, and history. 

This year marked the 80th anni-

versary of El Grito, an event that 
welcomes thousands of Angelenos to 
City Hall to celebrate Mexican Inde-
pendence Day with arts, music, and 
culture.  I am proud to take part in 
the City’s celebration of Latino Heri-
tage Month and its recognition of the 
strength and beauty of our diverse, 
multi-ethnic City.■

Hansen Dam Clean Up

La Tuna Canyon Emergency 
Evacuation Drill

Celebrating Latino Heritage Month 

Last Saturday 
during a drizzle 
and low cloud 

cover, an emergency 
evacuation drill for La 
Tuna Canyon residents 
was held for the com-
munity and the rescue 
teams that would be 
participating in a real 
emergency.  Coordi-
nated by CERT leader 
Janet Gibson and with 
participation of the lo-
cal La Tuna Canyon 
Fire & Rescue team, the 
American Red Cross, 
SHPOA and animal res-
cue groups, the simulat-
ed evacuation went off 

without a hitch.
LAPD Capt. David 

Grimes came to observe 
how the community 
could get together and 
act as first responders in 
event of a disaster such 
as the floods and fires La 
Tuna Canyon residents 
have gone through in 
the past few years.

Of particular interest 
was the operation of 
surveillance drones that 
operated in the rain and 
gloom doing a simulat-
ed search for a victim 
in the La Tuna Canyon 
Valley.  Using Forward 
Looking InfraRed cam-

eras on one drone and 
live streaming video 
cameras on two others, 
the “victim” was located 
and members of the Al-
tadena Search & Rescue 
were deployed to the 
location and members 
climbed down the steep 
embankment to use a 
“Bates” litter to carry 
the victim back up to 
the roadway to safety.

More than 50 peo-
ple participated in the 
drill and celebrated its 
success with hot coffee 
and doughnuts pro-
vided by the American 
Red Cross.■


