
Residents of Riverwood Ranch may find themselves 
challenged with the task of repairing the damage 
around their neighborhood caused by the Station 

Fire. Presently they are waiting for the City, the Coun-
ty and the Army Corps of Engineers to dredge out the 
Big Tujunga Canyon debris that has clogged the channel, 
causing water to overflow over the only access into Riv-
erwood Ranch. 

After our recent storm, county crew members and 
independent contractors have worked an exhausting 
schedule of hours to clean out the debris left from the 
mudslides and fast-flowing waters. 

Please see River Wood Ranch residents and houseless 
are in danger – again!

on Page 3
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Hey, Whitebird; 
Leave them 
Hills Alone!

The Cross of San Ysidro

River Wood Ranch residents and 
houseless are in danger – again!

Above our town stands the 
Cross of San Ysidro. Neither 
fire nor storms or even the 

pandemic have diminished its mes-
sage of peace. The annual Easter sun-
rise service which would have been 
this April 17th atop Mt. McGroarty is 
relatively unknown among the doz-
ens of other such SoCal springtime 
rituals. 

Yet the Mt. McGroarty service, 
is now in its 99th year. Its view of 
the sun rising over the San Gabriel 
Mountains ranks the program among 
the more stunning outdoor celebra-
tions for California Christendom. 
The Mt. McGroarty service is strictly 

a local pride event featuring clergy 
and lay people from Sunland-Tujun-

ga churches that make it happen. 
Old newspaper clippings indicate 

that a cross was first erected on the 
peak in 1923 and was dedicated in a 
ceremony led by a Catholic priest. The 
sunrise service, which evidently began 
in 1926 is non-denominational. The 
service may be mute this year, but it is 
fondly remembered by Sunland-Tu-
junga residents who used to make the 
hour-long trek up the mountain.

Volunteers from the local service 
clubs and churches would arrive at 
4:40 am to provide transportation, 
set up the chairs and tables, and 
get ready for the “coming of the 
Lord.”■

Cross of San Ysidro at Easter Service.

In a rugged stretch of the Ver-
dugo Mountains, developer 
Whitebird, Inc. is poised to 

destroy one of the few private-
ly-owned parcels of undevel-
oped land in what is otherwise 
open space. The Canyon Hills 
project is a 221-home luxury 
gated community, replete with 
private recreational amenities 
on 55 additional lots (think: 
tennis courts, swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, etc.). It is slated to be 
built on 306 acres of chaparral, 
sagebrush, and oak hillside that 
lies just north of the 210 Free-
way. If the project sounds famil-
iar, that’s because it’s been on the 
books for 20 years. 

Please see Hey, Whitebird; 
Leave them Hills Alone!

on Page 2

In 2005, a proposal for a 
200+ luxury gated residential 
development called 'Canyon 
Hills' was approved by LA City 
Council. Now, almost 20 years 
later, developer Whitebird, 
Inc. is gearing up to gut the 
Verdugos—but community 
stakeholders say NO.
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By Emma Kemp 
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Dyan McManus, RIP

Hey, Whitebird; Leave 
them Hills Alone!
continued from page 1

The project’s embattled 
history dates back to 2003, 
when a draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) was 
first submitted to L.A. City 
Council. Though numerous 
community groups rallied in 
opposition and won several 
significant concessions, the 
Canyon Hills project was 
ultimately approved in 2005, 

granting Whitebird, Inc. 
two decades to build. And 
then…nothing. For years, 
the project was dormant. 
Opponents hoped it had 
been laid to rest for good. 
But last month, Sunland-
Tujunga residents learned 
that Whitebird had recently 
pulled a grading permit to 
begin cutting the mountain. 
“I know this project, it keeps 
coming back from the dead,” 
a biologist and environmental 
consultant said via email last 
week. Indeed. ’Canyon Hills’ 
is on the haunt again.

The grading process, 
which could take as long as 
two years, involves leveling 
the scenic hillsides (with 
potential explosive blasting), 
cutting ridge-lines, infilling 
valleys, altering ecologically 
important mountain 
streams and ripping out 
heritage trees like Coast Live 
Oaks to make the landscape 
suitable for construction. 
It would require the 
excavation of an estimated 
3,998,100 cubic yards of dirt 
over 155 acres, a quantity 
equivalent to about 300,000 
large dump trucks.

Grading at this scale is an 
extraordinary undertaking 
with significant local and 
environmental impacts, 
including the realignment 
of the existing Verdugo 
Crestline Road—a portion 
of which will need to be 
merged and re-subdivided. 
According to city officials, 
however, the permit could 
be approved any day, putting 

the project on a fast track to 
ruin precious habitat situated 
entirely within a L.A. County 
Significant Ecological Area. 
That’s why the grassroots 
community coalition, 
NO Canyon Hills (NCH), 

has taken up the cause, 
calling for a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIR) before any 
irreversible damage is done. 
A petition circulated by 
NCH has already logged 

over 150K signatures, with 
hundreds of comments 
supporting the request.

Please see Hey, Whitebird; 
Leave them Hills Alone!

on Page 3
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Our readers often send us notes of 
much appreciated encouragement.

Last week an e-mail mail arrived 
on my desk that had a particular 
resonance with me. It read: “Reading 
The Paper reminds me of one of my 
favorite quotes by Augustine:

‘Hope has two beautiful 
daughters; their names are Anger 
and Courage. Anger at the way 
things are, and Courage to see that 
they do not remain as they are.’

Thanks for everything you do.”
And he is right, while we try to 

temper our anger at the events that are 
unfolding around us, it was never easy. 
We know that for there to be a real 
and lasting change, we have to keep 
pushing forward. We have to have the 
courage to keep forging ahead.

Since our inception 18 years ago, 
The Foothills Paper has delivered 
the news that matters, every other 
week, without interruption. We have 
brought you the news the larger 
media ignores and we’ve shed light 

on the views from some of the best 
writers and thinkers in our area.

But we have never done it alone. 
It has only been possible because 
of you—our readers—and your 
hope for a better future.  The 
Foothills Paper has made many 
friends and of course enemies. 
The scofflaws and their friends 
hate the exposure of their 
misdeeds, and there have been 
many.

We have taken the position 
of helping those whom the 
community is divided against. 
We have done the best we can to 
illuminate those that do good in 
our community. Unfortunately, it is 
easy for the haters to post things on 
the Internet that are at best “mis-
truths” and at worse, flat-out lies.

And I have watched them pass 
into oblivion. We have community 
leaders that were trying to do the 
best for Sunland-Tujunga and we 
have certain people like the Tatulian  

C ar te l 
that are out to fleece every penny 
they can from the community. 
Because of them we have lost the 
Watermelon Festival, The Easter 
Carnival, The Commerce Street 
Fair, The 4TH of July fireworks, and 
the integrity of our service clubs.

But it appears that those days 
are changing and our community 
leaders are doing what they can to 
really help the community get back 
to becoming a neighborhood where 

people 
know and respect each 
other. We are now coming to the 
point where we are fighting the 
Whitebird developers. Last week, 
Our Councilwoman announced 
that she has $1,000,000 to give to 
“LOCAL” restaurants like the cartel 
backed Arnieville citadel. Yup, this 
is truly going to  be an interesting 
year and yes, it probably is the 
water!■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

River Wood Ranch residents and houseless 
are in danger – again!

continued from page 1

There are also a number of volunteer groups 
that have come to lend a hand with cleaning 
up the neighborhood. The City crews have in-
stalled K-rails to prevent people trying to enter 
the wash during flooding in the area, but no 
one has tried to dredge out the north face of the 
Corps of Engineers Arizona Bridge on the road 
that gives emergency vehicles access to the Riv-
er Wood Ranch. 

Although the major rains appear to be fin-
ished, the threat still stands. If there is as much 
as one-half inch more of rain, the bridge will 
become completely impassable. Crew mem-
bers are currently working on emptying all the 
28 debris basins, but the area where the Tu-
junga Canyon intersects the Riverwood Ranch 
bridge is not a debris basin. Due to the recent 
dry weather, workers have had an easier time 
clearing out the debris flows. These workers 
have already moved over 1 million cubic yards 
of debris, which otherwise would have over-
flowed into residential neighborhoods. 

During the month of April, there is expected 
to be rainfall of one-quarter to one  inch. The 
weather these past few weeks have brought a 
lower snow level to our local mountains. Al-
though nice looking, this snow quickly melts 
and flows into the Big Tujunga Canyon channel.

Under a mutual aid contract with the City, 
when there is a rainstorm, a fire engine is sent 
from LAFD Station 24 or 74 and stationed near 
the homes to provide emergency services if the 
road floods. 

Everyone knows the river will overflow the 
bridge so the question is – Why hasn’t anyone 
done anything about it?  I guess we have to ask 
our absentee councilwoman.■

Hey, Whitebird; Leave them Hills Alone!
continued from page 2

There are many other reasons to reject the 
Canyon Hills development in its current state. 
Fire safety is a matter of concern to any rural 
community, but the proposed project site is 
located in an area classified as a Very High Fire 
Hazard Severity Zone by the LACFD.

The designation, which identifies the region 
as prone to wind-driven fires, was affirmed in 
2017 when the La Tuna Fire decimated several 
structures in the surrounding hills. These 
narrow roads pose significant challenges 
for first responders, and it remains to be 
seen whether local fire safety agencies can 
effectively assist in the mass evacuation of the 
estimated 800-plus residents of 'Canyon Hills' 
via a single egress easement to the 210 Freeway 
and one locked emergency evacuation gate on 
the other side of the canyon. Moreover, the 
question of whether potential homeowners 
will be able to secure fire insurance looms 
large.

NO Canyon Hills is thus urgently calling for 
further environmental review, citing the peril 
of outdated information in the original EIR. For 
example, that mountain lions were not present 
in the development area or any portion of the 
Verdugo Mountains, and that, “Therefore, 
regional movement by the mountain lion 
within or through the study area does not 
occur.” However, wildlife photographer 
J. Turner recently captured footage of a 
mountain lion, dubbed the La Tuna Puma, 
in the Verdugos near the development site. 
“The greatest threat to cougars in Southern 
California is habitat fragmentation caused by 
urbanization…The very preventable loss of 
cougars in Los Angeles would be devastating 
both culturally and ecologically,” writes 
the Cougar Conservancy in a supporting 
statement to NCH. 

Given new significant environmental 
evidence, it is imperative that the City reassesses 
the potential community impact of the Canyon 
Hills project. Visit www.nocanyonhills.org to 
demand a SEIR for this project.■
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD

CRIME MAPPING
SPOUSAL (cohab) ABUSE - 
231606380
10200 BLOCK  FERNGLEN AV

VEHICLE, STOLEN -231606364
10200 BLOCK  ORO VISTA AV

THEFT - PETTY -231606379
10100 BLOCK  SAMOA AV

Burglary -231606373
10200 BLOCK  BETTY LOU LN

BURGLARY 231605791
8000 BLOCK  GLENTIES LN

SPOUSAL (cohab) ABUSE - 
231605786
8800 BLOCK  WYNGATE ST

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231605793
10200 BLOCK  RUSSETT AV

BURGLARY 231605819
7300 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

VEHICLE, STOLEN 231605818
10100 BLOCK  HILLHAVEN AV

THEFT FROM VEHICLE – 
231605846
7100 BLOCK  SAMOA PL

BURGLARY -231605878
7500 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE- 
231605917
10800 BLOCK  FLORALITA AV

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - PET-
TY - 231605979
6800 BLOCK  PARSONS TRL

THEFT – PETTY - 231605982
10100 BLOCK  SAMOA AV

BRANDISHING WEAPON, EX-
HIBITING DEADLY WEAPON
231605954 - 10100 BLOCK  
PINEWOOD AV

BURGLARY FROM VEHI-
CLE-231606047
11900 BLOCK  BIG TUJUNGA 
CANYON RD

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE 

-231606038
6300 BLOCK  DAY ST

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231606072
8200 BLOCK  WENTWORTH ST

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231606071
10500 BLOCK  SHERMAN 
GROVE AV

VEHICLE, STOLEN- 231606124
8400 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

BURGLARY 231606123
8400 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

VEHICLE, STOLEN - 231606091
6600 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231606094
10100 BLOCK  SAMOA AV

THEFT - PETTY -231606115
10100 BLOCK  MOUNTAIR AV

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231606209 
MT GLEASON  &  WENT-
WORTH

BURGLARY - 231606196
7900 BLOCK  FENWICK ST

VEHICLE, STOLEN-231606228
10600 BLOCK  WILSEY AV

VEHICLE, STOLEN-231606220
6800 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

THEFT FROM VEHICLE - 
231606246
10000 BLOCK  PINEWOOD AV

ROBBERY -231606345
8500 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL

BURGLARY -231606324
11000 BLOCK  WHITEGATE AV

SPOUSAL (cohab) ABUSE - 
231606315
7700 BLOCK  WYNGATE ST

THEFT FROM VEHICLE 
-231606325
8100 BLOCK  HILLROSE ST

For years, the Gov. Newsom 
idea of ending homelessness 
centered around funding those 

projects that were already in play.  
Totally ignoring the actual need 
of having an independent review 
board of those that are living on the 
streets, Newsom finally created the 
Community Assistance, Recovery 
and Empowerment court project 
(CARE).

For decades citizens have had to 
put up with an increase in crime, 
health issues, and the filth that some 
of the homeless surround them-
selves with.

“We’re coming up with a complete-
ly new paradigm, a new approach, a 
different pathway, and it’s consistent 
with our values,” Newsom said ear-
lier this month when he announced 
the creation of the CARE Court.

But no one has come forth and 
said how much this is going to cost 
over the coming years.  It could be 
coming from the $14 billion that he 
wants to use in his homeless pro-
gram.  But, he did pledge swift action 
to finalize the proposal and move it 
through the Legislature.

“We want to move, and we want to 
move quickly,” Newsom said during 
a recent interview on KQED. “It’s a 
new day, new paradigm, and we are 
looking forward to getting some-
thing big done.”

It is estimated that the CARE 
Court would target only 10% of the 
homeless population, but it is looked 
upon as a move in the right direction 
by the LA County’s director of men-
tal health.

Some of these homeless have been 
languishing on the streets and vul-
nerable to everything that comes 
along.  The tally of homeless in Sun-
land-Tujunga that have perished 
from disease or physical attacks, 
stopped about 4 years ago.  No one 
cared how many dies, just as long as 
they were gone.

A couple of months ago, Newsom 

announced that the CARE Court 
was going to make a difference and 
that he was no longer going to tol-
erate the “status quo” in how to ad-
dress homelessness, mental illness 
and drug addiction on the streets of 
California.

For once, people would be able to 
request help for their family mem-
bers. First responders and behav-
ioral health responders could now 
petition the civil court judges to or-
der evaluations and if found neces-
sary, create a plan to help a person in 
need.  The CARE Court is intended 
to be a voluntary program, and like 
a plan that school administrators 
create to give their students the most 
efficient learning program, CARE 
would have a “public defender” and 
a personal advocate to address the 
court.  (This concept is a viable one, 
but doesn’t have much chance of 
working because there is a shortage 
of public defenders and trained ad-
vocates.)

IF, the state actually allocates funds 
to address these problems, CARE 
would be able to immediately help 
people living on the streets (and not 
everyone on the street has a mental 
problem) and provide have a chance 
of getting the help they need. 

It has often been proposed that 
LACo Fire camp Louis Roth on the 
Big Tujunga Canyon Road be used 
as a rehabilitation and care clinic for 
people with addiction and untreated 
psychiatric disorders.

Not every person proposed would 
have to be living on the street.  It 
could also help those who have been 
in and out of jails and hospitals.

“People have had it. They’re just 
exhausted,” Newsom said during the 
KQED interview. “They can’t take 
what’s happening on the streets and 
sidewalks. They can’t take what’s 
happening in encampments and 
tents.”

Please see CA is Bringing in the 
Courts to Address Homelessness

on Page 8

CA is Bringing in the Courts 
to Address Homelessness

By David DeMulle’
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Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com
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Los Angeles, CA — 
Thousands will gather on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. for the San Fernando 
Valley’s second annu-
al Interfaith Solidarity 
March. The mile-long 
march, originally planned 
to begin at St. Bernardine 
of Siena Church in Wood-
land Hills, will instead 
start at Temple Aliyah 
(6025 Valley Circle Blvd., 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), proceed to Wood-
land Hills Presbyterian 
Church(5751 Platt Ave-
nue, Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), and end at Ezzi 
Masjid Mosque (5701 
Platt Avenue, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
country,” said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
to once again join thou-

sands of folks from across 
our region for the Interfaith 
Solidarity March. We need 
to do everything we can to 
foster empathy, unity and 
encourage people to join 
the political process – we 
need to get everyone off 
the sidelines.”

The march is hosted 
in conjunction with local 
congregations from many 
faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Thousands to Participate In San Fernando 
Valley Interfaith Solidarity March to Foster 
Understanding, Collaboration and Unity
The march will foster understanding, collaboration, and unity while highlighting 

the importance of civic participation and compassion for those in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Interfaith 
Solidarity Network (ISN) and/or the march  
e-mail Cantor Mikbe Stein at hazzanstein@
templealiyah.org, Marsha Novak at marlynov@gmail.
com, and/or visit: https://www.facebook.com/ISN.
SFV/, https://twitter.com/ISN_SFV, and https://www.
instagram.com/interfaithsolidarity/
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups
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Dear Rusty: Politicians are 
talking about taking money from 
Social Security, but I need that 
money to support my daughter 
and pay for my home. I’m a widow, 
and my husband passed in 2017. 
I’ll lose my home if my Social Se-
curity benefits are cut. Please help. 
Signed: Widowed Senior

Dear Widowed Senior: Despite 
what you might read or hear in 
the media, the main threat for you 
to lose any of your Social Security 
money is if Social Security is not 
reformed. In that case, everyone 
who receives benefits will see a 
cut of about 23% to their monthly 
benefit starting in about 2034. The 
way to avoid that is by updating 
the current Social Security law to 
address two primary issues:

1.   People now live much lon-
ger than when Social Security was 
enacted in 1935 and when the last 
major program change occurred 
in 1983. Average life expectancy 
of beneficiaries today is mid-80s, 
compared to mid-60s when the 
program started. In other words, 
people now collect benefits for 
much longer (often decades lon-

ger) than the 
program is 
designed to 
support. 

2.   The num-
ber of workers 
contributing to 
the program is 
growing much 
slower than the 
growth in bene-
ficiaries receiv-
ing benefits. That 
means the ratio of contributors to 
recipients is much less now than it 
has been in the past, which means 
program costs are growing faster 
than incoming revenue. 

Reality is that reform is neces-
sary now to avoid cuts to every-
one’s benefits later. But here’s a 
very important point that should 
comfort you – any reform enact-
ed will almost certainly affect only 
those who have not yet claimed 
their Social Security benefits. That 
means you should not be affected 
because you’re already receiving 
benefits, and you will continue 
to do so at the same amount ex-
cept for the increases you will get 
from Cost of Living Adjustments 
(COLA). Every Social Securi-
ty change ever made has affected 
only future beneficiaries, not cur-
rent ones. The only real threat to 
your Social Security benefit is if 
no changes are made and, even 
then, any cuts wouldn’t happen 
until about 2034. 

So please rest assured that your 
personal Social Security benefits 
will not be cut. Anything you hear 
now implying otherwise is a scare 
tactic designed to make headlines 
for political gain. The program must 

b e 
reformed or face 

insolvency in a bit more than 10 
years, and that is what both Re-
publicans and Democrats want to 
prevent. The difference between 
the parties is that one side wants to 
solve the problem mainly by rais-
ing Social Security payroll taxes 
on workers, whereas the other side 
wants to adjust the program to deal 
with the above two factors causing 
the problem. What is needed is 
bipartisan cooperation to reach a 
compromise, which Congress will 
hopefully eventually achieve. They 
already know how to fix Social Se-
curity; they just need to find the 
bipartisan spirit needed to do so. 
For its part, the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens (AMAC) 
has, for years, proposed changes 
which would restore Social Securi-
ty to full solvency without raising 
taxes on American workers, and 
AMAC’s proposal has been well 
received by many in Congress. If 
you wish to review AMAC’s pro-
posal, please go to www.amac.us/
social-security/.

In any case, contrary to what 
you might hear in the media, your 
current Social Security benefits 
should not be negatively affected 
by any future Social Security re-
form enacted.■

ASK RUSTY Cutting Social Security Will 
Make Me Lose My Home!

S-T Residents 
Denied Due  
Process - Again!

By AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell Gloor, 
Association of Mature American 
Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District

Architectural Drafter, 
F/T, Bachelor Degree in 
Architecture or related. 

Mail resume to: MLB Consulting and Engineering, 
Inc. 7918 Foothill Blvd., Sunland, CA 91040.

HELP 
WANTED!

I was speaking with STNC PRESI-
DENT Lydia Grant about the lack 
of advertising for the upcoming 

election, and it of course went off track 
as she tried to explain “how hard it was 
to get everyone coordinated, AND 
anyone that was interested and could 
find the information posted on social 
media sites” (that almost no one ever 

visits.)  This sure sounds like the BS 
that gets promoted every 2 years. Here 
is a sample of comments I made in the 
Foothills Paper years ago.  Same crap, 
same players, same story, same blam-
ing it on the City and it’s boondoggle 
agencies, just a different election. 

The Sunland-Tujunga Neighbor-
hood Council has a “Community 
Outreach Committee” that for the 
past six years, has done nothing more 
than spend money on Pizza and their 
own local interests.

Once again, it is time for the Neigh-
borhood Council election and the Com-
munity Outreach has done a disservice 
to the community.  Notice of the up-
coming election and call for candidates 
was published in an obscure newsletter 
(The North Valley Reporter) owned by 
Outreach Committee Chairman Nina 
Royal, effectively restricting the amount 
of coverage that should have been given 
to the community.  When The Foothills 
Paper filed a grievance with the De-
partment Of Neighborhood Empow-
erment, we received a letter from STNC 
President (who is running unopposed) 
explaining their failure to alert the com-
munity to this important community 
activity.  It reads:

Please see S-T Residents  
Denied Due Process

on Page 8

By David DeMulle’
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CA is Bringing in the Courts to 
Address Homelessness

continued from page 6

A central component of CARE 
Court is accountability, which New-
som said will drive results. Local 
governments will face sanctions if 
they do not comply with program 
requirements. Unfortunately, pol-
itics always seem to get in the way 

of helping those who need it in our 
community.  The LAPD has had its 
hands tied for so long, that they will 
need specialized training to make 
this program work.

There is another component that 
has to be addressed, and that is 
housing for those in treatment, and 
the trained social workers to oversee 
them.  Newsom could make it hap-
pen, we can only watch and see.■

With all the ballyhoo over 
getting our streets safe 
for the common man 

and woman, they still keep popping 
up putting everyone in danger.  This 
small one on foothill, unlike the 
truck eating sink hole, is just one of 
10 our staff found in Sunland-Tu-
junga this past week.  

The sink hole started as just a 8 

X 12’ hole on the number 4 lane 
of the 210E before the Lowell off-
ramp. Within the week, it opened 
up to a 50’ X 100’ by 20’ deep hole 
that had to be pumped out to be-
gin repairs.  This is the same area 
where a larger pot hole opened 2 
years ago.

Drive safe and KEEP YOUR EYES 
OPEN for these dangers.■

Pot Holes and Sink 
Holes Defy the CD-7 
Councilwomans Wrath!

Last week, a 10 
feet sinkhole 
opened up on 

the south side of the 
210 E freeway.  This 

posed yet another traf-
fic obstacle for drivers 
that were already fight-
ing the heavy rains.  
Fortunately, no one fell 

in.  The 13’ X 10’ X 12’ 
deep hole began to fill 
up with water as the 
CalTrans repair crews 
arrived.■

Sinkhole on 210 E.

The opening at freeway street level.
The source of the sinkhole water next 
to freeway.

S-T Residents  
Denied Due Process 
continued from page 7

“Due to the fact that 
this year's election is be-
ing coordinated by the 
City Clerk, the STNC 
has been assigned to 
be part of a group elec-
tion effort for a number 
of NCs called Region 
B.  The motion that we 
passed in December 
was to collaborate with 
all the other NCs in 
Region B (see minutes 
attached).  An effort to 
raise awareness of NC 
elections for Region B 
all taking place during 
the same election cy-
cle.  The other NCs 
spearheaded the two 
ads (Daily News and 
North Valley Reporter) 
as a collaborated effort 
for seeking candidates 
and to get out the vote 
because these publi-
cations cover an area 
served by all the NCs 
in Region B.  Ms. Roy-
al was not a part of the 
collaboration group. 
The group was led by 
Mike O'Gara, Sun Val-
ley NC.  The night that 
the STNC voted, Ms. 

Royal was not present 
due to medical proce-
dures she was undergo-
ing.  The group of NCs 
chose the two papers 
for the ad. The detail on 
the December STNC 
motion is to collaborate 
with the NCs in this 
and nothing more.  The 
NCs did not want to 
collaborate any further 
than these ads.  They 
considered a number 
of things (postcards, 
newsletter, etc. but 
could not agree.)   They 
wanted to do their own 
individual NC advertis-
ing or outreach efforts 
as determined indi-
vidually and what has 
worked in the past for 
them.  Our motion was 
to approve funds - from 
a previously approved 
budget amount - to 
collaborate on the ad-
vertising costs that were 
approved and predeter-
mined by the Region B 
group.

As you have seen in 
multiple emails and on-
line postings, the dead-
line for candidates to 
file and have their name 
printed on the ballots 
closes today.  There will 

be an additional month 
where other candidates 
can file to be write-
in candidates.  These 
applications will also 
need submission and 
approval by the City 
Clerks office.

In addition to our 
own efforts, the City 
Clerk held an informa-
tional event in Mission 
Hills on 1/14.  Also this 
past Saturday morning 
1/23 the City Clerk had 
at least 4 staff people 
at NVCH.  There was 
another event held at 
NVCH on a Monday 
night with CD2 staff 
help right after the fil-
ing period opened.  
There will be additional 
outreach taking place 
as the candidate forums 
and the actual election 
approach.  While not 
guaranteed, this may 
include newspaper ad-
vertising.”

What this means, 
is that no one in Sun-
land-Tujunga was in-
formed that they could 
run for a Neighbor-
hood Council seat.  
And once again, it will 
be a “I voted for myself 
– and won!” election.”■  


