
Mexican Independence Day Sunland Brush Fire 
In Mexico City, the president stands on the balcony of the 
National Palace on the late night of September 15th to deliver 
a speech similar to Hidalgo's, honor those who fought for 
independence, wave the Mexican flag, and ring the same bell 
Hidalgo did.- SEE PAGE 4

LAFD ground and air response with Los Angeles County and 
Angeles National Forest Firefighters in Automatic Aid to an initial 
estimate of at least five-to-seven (5 to 7) acres of brush burning 
uphill with light wind in a Mutual Threat Zone near the City of Los 
Angeles / Angeles National Forest Border. - SEE PAGE 8

PLEASE HAVE A HAPPY AND FIREFREE LABOR DAY!
Sunland-Tujunga’s only weekly newspaper
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Mexican Flag Enchiladas
At Joselito's we have a reccurring specialty that the community loves and eats up! It's the "Mexican Flag

Enchilada" plate. Rich in flavor 
like the Mexican flag is to its 
culture, this plate celebrates 

the many Mexican flavors found 
throughout Mexico. 

The Mexican Flag has an old and 
interesting story. It was conceived in 
1821 and depicts a rich story of Mexi-
can culture and its ancestors, The Az-
tecs. Aztecs living in Mexico go as far 
back as 1325, long before the discovery 
of what we now call North America. 
The Mexican flag is more than just a 
representation of the country, it rep-

resents its people. Each color of the 
flag has a strong meaning to its people. 

First we have green, which sym-
bolizes the Independence of Mexico.
Themiddlecoloriswhite, and it stands 
for the people's belief in Roman Ca-
tholicism. The rich red represents 
the Union of the country. While the 
California state flag looks similar to 
the Mexican flag, the emblems in 
the middle are different. The Mexi-
can flag bears an eagle whereas the 
California flag has a bear. All this re-
search has made me hungry! 

The term enchilada first came 
about in 1885. Enchilada means "in 

chile" and the use of tortillas dates 
all the way back to the Aztecs. The 
dish prepared at Joselito's uses the 
same ingredients Mexico has been 
using since the 1500's. 

Three Corn tortillas made into dif-
ferent types of enchiladas. The first 
one is a traditional red sauce enchilada 
stuffed with shredded beef. Next we 
have a Cheese enchilada with a sour 
cream sauce. And the third enchila-
da is a chicken enchilada topped with 
tangy tomatillo sauce. Interestingly, to-
matillos date back to 800 BC, and the 
Aztecs domesticated it in Mexico. 

Buen Provecho: "Good Appetite."■

By Tumaracloud Grijalva 

This is a sample of a SSI scam that is floating around Sunland-Tujunga

Burned-out Tujunga 
building now home 
to squatters
Neighbors worry another fire could follow

A week after a suspicious fire 
engulfed a half-built office 
in Tujunga — damaging 

two adjacent structures and leav-
ing six people homeless — what re-
mains of the building has become 
a refuge for squatters, raising fears 

that the property could once again 
become a fire hazard, according to 
neighbors.

Please see Burned-out Tujunga 
building now home to squatters

on Page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Freedom to move about 
the country is a won-
derful privilege. 

Let us be appreciative of 
our freedom this fourth of 
July week.

Recently, I was taking a 
late night walk in Owenton, 
Kentucky. Owenton is a little 
town of maybe six hundred 
people in rural north central 
Kentucky. I had just finished 
watching the sad Biden-
Trump debate and decided 
that a walk and some ice 
cream sounded good 

I walked to our local 
convenience store which 
is about a half mile from 
where I was staying in 
Owenton. It was a beautiful 
summer night and I only 
saw two cars on the road in 
route to the store. I bought 
an ice cream bar and had it 
eaten within twenty steps 
of the store when the only 
car I saw on the way home 

pulled up beside me and 
someone asked, “Sir, are 
you alright?” It was the lo-
cal city police. I responded, 
“Yes sir, I’m doing fine.”  He 
asked, “Would you like a 
ride home?” To which I re-
plied, “No sir, I’m just out 
for a walk.” He then asked, 
“Have you been drink-
ing?” I replied, “No sir, just 
been eating a Snicker’s Ice 
Cream Bar.” He continued, 
“Are you sure?” “Yes sir, 
I’m sure.” He then asked, 
“Where are you going?” I 
told him the street which 
was only about five more 
minutes of walking time.  

I thought all was well as 
he and another policeman 
drove off but they made a 

U-turn and pulled right 
back up in front of me. 
The cop got out of the car 
and told me he wanted to 
do a breathalyzer test. I’ve 
never had one in my life. I 
agreed to it. He was right 
in the middle of the street. 
I walked out to meet him 
and he told me to blow into 
the straw. I complied. He 
shook his head because, of 
course, the test was nega-
tive. He told me his name 
and I responded by telling 
him mine and we shook 
hands. He told me to be 
safe walking home. He then 
wanted to know exactly 
where I lived and I gave 
him the street name and 
house number.

As I walked up the street 
and neared home, I looked 
up.  Once again, he and the 
other officer passed by.  I 
suppose they were checking 
to see if I went where I said I 
was going.

This was really dramatic 
and over the top. I was sim-
ply taking a walk. I wasn’t 
falling into the street or 
staggering from one side 
to the other. I was walking. 
He had no cause to stop and 
embarrass me but called 
me out into the middle of 
the street for a breathalyz-
er. Fortunately, not one car 
drove by while he was doing 
that. It’s a small town and 
no one was out at 11:10 at 
night.■

BE CAREFUL WALKING AFTER 
DARK. THE POLICE MAY BE SCARY
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Okay, here’s the scofflaw parking in front of El Mariachi Loco for the past 4 moths and even after 4 calls to parking enforcement, is 
still there.  Makes you wonder “HOW COME?”
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WE ARE DIFFERENT AND 
PROUD OF IT!

These coming months are a 
glitch in time for us with remem-
brances of the 9-11 Attack, the 
Station Fire, the La Tuna Can-
yon Fire, the pandemic, and our 
friends and neighbors that died in 
them.

We have a newspaper that is go-
ing to be 20 years old in Novem-
ber. Now that’s a pretty long time 
for an independent local newspa-
per to last here. The Sentinel, The 
North Valley Reporter, The Star, 
The Boulevard and the Voice of 
the Village all passed into oblivi-
on. What our detractors fail to re-
member, is that The Foothills Pa-
per is really about our community. 

We are many things. Part seri-
ous. Part silly, but always where 
the action is. It is a place where 
people come to read about im-
portant issues in our community. 
We have a Letters to the Editor 
section, a Perspectives section 
and a cross section of our hu-
manity and the unifying theme, 
is that they are all about our lit-
tle vortex. Hell, we even have an 
Internet and a Facebook site with 
their own followings. And yes, 
sometimes I put things out there 
to tweak people, especially in ar-
eas like the political, cultural and 
ethical aspects of our so-called 

service clubs. 
I know that a lot of 

you know or want to 
know gossip about 
things such as where 
our elected leaders 
reside, their roman-
tic affairs and other 
sensitive person-
al business. I don’t 
discuss that infor-
mation here. That 
is none of your 
business. I enjoy 
writing, and part 
of this enjoyment comes 
from being able to use The Paper 
to draw attention to issues that 
I think are interesting and merit 
discussion. 

This is Sunland-Tujunga. There 
has always been and will always 
be, matters of misconduct, eth-
ical dilemmas, dirty politics, 
misappropriated funds and petty 
bickering. These types of issues 
are rampant in our community, 
and we should not feel ashamed 
to learn about them and discuss 
them. Part of the job of the media 
is to serve as a watchdog. 

Despicable acts by past officers 
of our neighborhood council and 
attacks on local businesses merit 
coverage. It is ridiculous to hear 
that The Paper is contributing to a 
problem or doing more harm than 

go o d 
when it reports a negative 
or provocative story. I figure that 
there is a 1/100th of one percent of 
residents that comprise the group 
of haters in our little communi-
ty. Sometimes they can really get 
quite rabid. In fact, that small per-
cent contributed to the creation 
of a “reality show book”  called 
STARS depicting their exploits. 

I used to think we had some 
good people doing bad things 
here. But the reality is that we 
have some really bad people 
doing really bad things that 
affect our community. If they 
could just stop hating each oth-
er, they could become quite a 
political force. But small people 
have small minds. And it will 
end there. The Foothills Paper 

w a s 
put together to have fun 
and provide a platform for 
our service and social clubs to 
talk about their projects. Look 
around you, for the most part 
THEY have gone out of busi-
ness. That was not supposed to 
happen - but then again, when 
you get caught in your own lies, 
you get bit on the ass. We have 
a real good shot at making Sun-
land-Tujunga whole again, and 
I hope you take advantage of 
what our local businesses have 
to offer. I can’t think of any oth-
er place in America that is like 
us. 

Let’s make it a fun place to be in 
again. And yes, you can say, “It’s 
the water!”■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”
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Mexican Independence 
Day is celebrated on 
September 16th, com-

memorating the country's indepen-
dence from Spain after more than 
300 years of Spanish rule. The day 
marks the anniversary of the call to 
arms against Spain issued by Catho-
lic priest Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla 
on September 16, 1810 in Dolores, 
Mexico. Hidalgo rang the church 
bells and delivered a speech known 
as the Cry of Dolores (Grito de Do-
lores), which started the Mexican 
War of Independence. Mexico won 
its independence from Spain a de-
cade later.

 
RIVIERA MAYA HACIENDAS

How Does Mexico Celebrate In-
dependence Day?

A Brief History of Mexico's In-
dependence Day Mexico Indepen-
dence Day is celebrated on Sept...

WHAT DOES CINCO DE MAYO 
CELEBRATE? NO, IT'S NOT 
MEXICO'S INDEPENDENCE...

Cinco de Mayo is not Mexican 
Independence Day, Mexico's most 
important holiday.

Celebrations include parades, 
fireworks, fiestas, music, and 
traditional rituals. The colors of 
the Mexican flag, red, white, and 
green, are seen everywhere in 
public areas along with flowers 
and other decorations. In Mexico 
City, the president stands on the 
balcony of the National Palace on 
the late night of September 15th to 
deliver a speech similar to Hidal-
go's, honor those who fought for 
independence, wave the Mexican 
flag, and ring the same bell Hidal-
go did.

Mexican consulates and embas-
sies in the U.S. also celebrate Mex-
ican Independence Day every year.■

Mexican Independence Day
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Dear Rusty: I retired with a (gross) 
$4600 per month Civil Service Retire-
ment System (CSRS) annuity from the 
US Postal Service in December 2022. 
I am 66 and will attain full retirement 
age in November of this year. I know 
at that point I will not be subject to the 
“earnings” test, but I will be affected 
by the dreaded “government offset.” 
I HAVE earned enough quarters and 
will be eligible for a small social se-
curity benefit. First question: will my 
Social Security benefit just be reduced, 
or will it be eliminated? Second: will it 
make a difference if I apply in Novem-
ber or when I turn 70? I am currently 
working part-time and paying Social 
Security FICA taxes. Third: if my SS 
is being eliminated, do I even have to 
apply? Fourth and last: I am married, 
filing jointly and my wife is currently 
receiving SS benefits (only). Could I 
also be affected by the “windfall” pro-

vision if my wife predeceased me? 
Thank you in advance for your ser-

vice as a Social Security Advisor.         
Signed: Upset to Offset and Down-

fall to Windfall
Dear Upset: You are correct that 

when you reach your full retirement 
age (FRA) in November you will no 
longer be subject to Social Securi-
ty’s “earnings test,” which limits how 
much you can earn while collecting 
early benefits. But if you apply for your 
Social Security to start in November, 
your SS benefits will be affected by 
the Windfall Elimination Provision 
(WEP) due to your non-covered CSRS 
pension (because you didn’t pay into SS 
while earning your CSRS pension). As 
you may know, only those federal em-
ployees who retired under CSRS (Civil 
Service Retirement System) are affect-
ed by WEP; newer Federal employees 
who retire under the more recent FERS 
(Federal Employee Retirement Pro-
gram) program are not affected.  

Because of your CSRS pension, your 
Social Security benefit will be reduced, 
but not eliminated. The amount of re-
duction will be based on the number 
of years of non-government employ-
ment you had (where you paid into 
Social Security). Usually, those who 
have spent a lifetime earning a pen-
sion without contributing to SS, but 
who have a separately earned SS pen-

s i o n , 
w i l l 
s e e 
t h e i r 
SS ben-
efit cut 
approximately in half.  

To answer your second question, 
your benefit will, indeed, continue to 
grow if you wait until you are age 70 
to claim Social Security. Benefits tak-
en after one’s full retirement age earn 
“delayed retirement credits” (DRCs), 
which add to your final benefit 
amount. Your benefit will still be re-
duced by WEP, but your final amount 
will be more because you waited lon-
ger to claim. 

Re your third question, your SS ben-
efit will only be reduced (not eliminat-
ed), so it’s always worthwhile to apply. 
Otherwise, you are forfeiting Social 
Security money you are entitled to. 

And lastly, if your wife dies before 
you, your CSRS pension will also cause 
another provision called the Govern-
ment Pension Offset (GPO) provision 
to apply. The GPO will reduce your 
surviving spouse benefits by 2/3rds of 
the amount of your government CSRS 
pension, which will likely eliminate 
any spousal benefit you are entitled to 
(except the so-called “death benefit” – 
which is a one-time lump sum $255 
benefit paid to a surviving spouse).■

ASK RUSTY Retiree Asks About His 
Social Security 

By AMAC Certified Social Security 
Advisor Russell Gloor, Association 
of Mature American Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District

Burned-out Tujunga 
building now home to 

squatters
continued from page 1

 

Today, the concrete foun-
dation and the first floor 
remain intact, but the 
wood-framed upper stories 
that were charred in the 
fire were torn out. A fence 
that encircles the 1,000 
square foot property is eas-
ily opened and clothing, 
furniture and a make-shift 
lean-to indicate that the 
abandoned property ap-
pears to continue to attract 
trespassers.

David “Doc” DeMulle’, 
president of the Cougar 
Canyon Neighborhood As-
sociation, said the property 
“remains abandoned and 
unsecured, providing op-
portunities for additional 
fires and safety concerns.”

As long as there are 
squatters next door. He’s 
concerned they will con-
tinue to have fires, espe-
cially as winter approach-
es.

“As of this morning the 
fence is still open and there 
is evidence of people liv-
ing inside the property,” he 
said.■
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups
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LAFD ground and air response with Los 
Angeles County and Angeles National 
Forest Firefighters in Automatic Aid 

to an initial estimate of at least five-to-seven 
(5 to 7) acres of brush burning uphill with 
light wind in a Mutual Threat Zone near the 
City of Los Angeles / Angeles National For-
est Border. No structures threatened. This 
incident will be known as the "Canyon Fire".

INC#1314; FS74; Battalion 12; Valley 
Bureau; Council District 7; Dispatched 
Units AO1 BC12 BC14 BP74 E24 E274 
E289 E290 E298 E60 E77 E89 E98 EM14 H3 
H4 H5 H6 HA3 HA4 HA5 HA6 HE1 RA74 
T74 T89 T90 T98 WT77 + Angeles NF + 
LACoFD.; Dispatch Channel 5; TAC 17; 
LAFD Spokesperson: Brian Humphrey.■

Sunland 
Brush Fire 


