DMV’s written test can
now be taken online

The Department of Motor Vehicles’ written test can now be
taken online — or skipped all together for some by replacing it
with a 45-minute, online course.- SEE PAGE 3

YAMATO: the Drummers of
Japan Return to The Soraya

The Drummers of Japan will tour North America with their
new show, Hito no Chikara. Yamato will perform at The
Soraya at 3 p.m. on Saturday, March 22- SEE PAGE 8

THE PAPER

THE VOICE OF THE FOOTHILLS

COVERING THE FOOTHILLS REGION FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

FEMA is giving some property owners
more time to apply for debris removal
help after the devastatmg wildfires

By David “Doc” DeMulle’

uring a press conference
Friday, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Kathryn Barger

said the agency extended the dead-
line for owners of commercial and
multi-family residential properties
to apply for the debris removal pro-
gram.

This includes condos, apart-
ments and townhouse properties.
Owners will now have until April
15 to submit a Right of Entry
(ROE) form.

"Up until this moment, they were
not included in the ROE process,
and I'm grateful to FEMA for rec-
ognizing that we need additional
time now that they are going to be
allowed to be cleared by the [The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,]"
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FEMA rep andz R. Thomas, US Army Corps of Engmeers Col. Eric Swenson and Supervisor Kathryn Barger address
the community members.

said Barger.

The deadline for homeowners and
renters impacted by fires to opt into
the free federal program is Monday.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
is leading the government-spon-

sored debris removal program,
cleaning up properties impacted by
fires free of charge.

County officials encouraged all
homeowners to file ROE forms,
even if they decide to opt out of the

program.

But county officials urged that all
homeowners opt in to the program,
which could allow the USACE to
clear debris much more quickly by
clearing full sections or blocks of

neighborhoods in coordinated op-
erations.

Please see FEMA is giving some
property owners more time
on Page 5

Altadena is not for sale!

everal hundred protesters gatheredat ~ “When this catastrophe happened, we

stepped right in to provide what we have
already been providing, which is housing
and food, and focusing on insecurities
that happen in our community,” Hughes
said.

Since the early aftermath of the fire, “Al-
tadena is Not For Sale” has been a rallying
cry that echoes throughout the neighbor-
hood, whether on yard signs, t-shirts, fli-
ers, or social media.

S Fair Oaks Avenue on Altadena’s west
side on Sunday, March 29, to echo a
mantra that has blanketed the town since
the Eaton Fire broke out on Jan. 7: “Alta-
dena is Not For Sale”

The rally, amid the the hustles and bus-
tle of a farmer’s market at nearby Fair
Oaks Burger, drew more than 500 peo-
ple, said organizers with My TRIBE Rise,
a Black-led organization, started in 2019,
that focuses on promoting social welfare
and social justice, said co-founder Heav-

enly Hughes.

Please see Altadena is not for sale!
on Page 8

Lots of creative people make you smile in Altadena

thefoothillspaper.com
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‘¢?. COMMUNITY NEWS

UKRAINE REFUGEES ARE COMING

Guest editorial by
Dr. Glenn Mollette

merica has Dbeen
good to help people
and more are on the

way.

Refugees from Ukraine
are coming to Ameri-
ca, up to 100,000 would
be welcomed as recently
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announced by President
Biden. The population of
some communities will
grow depending on where
the federal government
places these people.

Since the passage of the
refugee act there are al-
ready over 3 million refu-
gees in America. They are
located throughout the
United States with large
populations in some towns
and cities.

A refugee is “a person
who is unable to return his
or her country of origin
because of a well- founded
fear of persecution based
on race, religion, nation-
ality, political opinion, or
membership in a partic-
ular social group.” A ref-
ugee legally resides in the
country of resettlement
and is eligible for federally
funded cash assistance for
up to 8 months. Refugees
are resettled in the United
States by the federal gov-

ernment and are afforded
specific refugee assistance
to help them rebuild their
lives in America. This fed-
eral funding is limited in
both duration and amount.
It is important to note that

2 ($363/Month), Family of
3 ($485/month), Family of
4 ($611/month), etc. If a
family qualifies for Tempo-
rary Assistance to Needy
Families (TANF), offered
by the State Department

most  ref- of Health
ugees  ar- o and  Hu-
rive  with All refugees arriving  man  ser-
very little iy the United States ViCﬁfs, they
in terms . will not re-
of posses- are entitled to 8 ceive RCA
sions, be- months of Refugee funds, but
iljges ;‘f lfle;_' Cash Assistance (Viviliellymngz:
age, and (RCA) from the date gin receiv-
gag g
it they are Of their U.S. ing TANF
lucky, all of funds,
their family which pro-

members.

All refugees arriving in
the United States are enti-
tled to 8 months of Refu-
gee Cash Assistance (RCA)
from the date of their U.S.
arrival. The RCA amounts
vary based on the size of
the family: Single person
($230/month), Family of

vide the same amounts of
funds as outlined above
for families (Refugee or
American), vyet unlike
RCA, there is 5 year time
limit to their receipt of
funds which can be re-
viewed and extended
depending on need. All
TANF recipients must be

participating in verified
educational courses, vol-
unteer placements, and/or
employment searches in
order to access these funds.
Source: Catholic Charities

The Ukrainian people
appear to be hard working
people. Once they make it
to America I would not be
surprised if some of our
worker shortage will start
to disappear. These people
have nothing. If you still
want a job you probably
should take one and go to
work.

At this point we have no
choice but to help these
people as the economy and
infrastructure of the coun-
tries surrounding Ukraine
cannot absorb them all.

Can you imagine if Rus-
sia and China combined
to attack America? What
if we had to run to Canada
to survive? We would ap-
preciate anything anybody
would do to help us.»

[LETTER TO EDITOR]

Dear Editor:

According to recent polling, 84% of
voters—Republicans and Democrats
alike—agree that no president, regard-
less of party, should be able to obstruct
and undermine the will of the Amer-
ican people or exploit weaknesses in
our political system for their personal
gain. In our polarized politics, that bi-
partisan support is a huge deal.

So what can we do to protect our
democracy from presidential cor-
ruption? Pass bold legislation like the
Protecting Our Democracy Act. If
passed, it would prevent future abuse
of presidential power and corruption,
increase transparency, and ensure
presidents of either party can be held

accountable.

If the average person used their pub-
lic office for personal gain, theyd go to

jail. So why should the president be al-
lowed to act with impunity?

That's why I'm urging Congress to
pass the Protecting Our Democracy
Act. We must prevent future presi-
dents of any party from abusing the
power of their office.

Sincerely,

Delia Cuellar
9]1331m=

Those who advertise in

1he Foothills Paper

support the community!

Those who read it ARE the community!
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If I wasn’t so tired, I'd jump up
and down and shout Huzzah!
Yes, I stole that from the series,
“The Great” Wow! Could they
drink vodka. But something has
got to be done to make life easier
for my readers here. Things are
actually starting to look up, as
long as you squint your eyes and
click your heels twice.

I can’t believe how many NEW
businesses are starting up here.
Personally, I don’t care how many
duplicate businesses there are,
just as long as they do it pre-pan-
demic right. Our neighborhood
council’s Land Use Committee is
for all intents and purposes, dead
in the water. No one starting a
business really cares what they
think. And then of course, even
our councilmember rodrigues
won't talk to them either. Boy/
girl/LGBTQ.... Talk about being
alone.

Ourlocal chamber of commerce
continues the smoke and mirrors
about how they are re-opening

next month, next month, next
month, for the past 4 years. Next
month never comes, but when it
finally does, it’s going to be a fine
month and everyone will jump
UP and shout HUZZAH!? LOL
I gave up waiting for them to re-
open and went ahead and joined
the Crescenta-Canada Chamber
of Commerce that has never
stopped helping their members
during the pandemic, and they
are getting new members every
week. Our community needs a
chamber of commerce and there
is no one that they will allow to
re-create it and help the com-
munity. Another dead-end for
S-T. There is, one bright shining
local oligarch here though, that
against all odds, is making a real
difference here, creating new
businesses and hiring people.
ARNO ABRAHAMIAN is our
Entrepreneur Of The Year. Sure,
he has his faults, like how many
of you have had explosive devic-
es thrown at your shop while you

were
still in it? But that’s Tujunga.
It goes with the territory.

We should get him to help work
out the horrible accidents on our
Foothill Death Blvd. I dont even
cover them anymore, and the
LAPD doesn’t have the manpow-
er or the will to buck City Hall
and stop the carnage. Like good
soldiers, they just follow the or-
ders of our councilmember and
continue to continue not seeing
the problem. There are solu-
tions, but as long as we let vested

in-
terests guide us, noting is go-
ing to happen.

I'm not a religious man, but I
am spiritual, and I truly believe
that if our local churches got
their collective acts together,
they would be a force to recon
with, and maybe with spiritu-
al guidance, we could solve our
communities’ problems. Think
about that this Easter, maybe
there is an answer, and no, you
can’t say “It’s The Waters

[ —

DMV’s written test can
now be taken online

By HUNTER LEE

he Department of Motor Ve-
Thicles’ written test can now be

taken online — or skipped all
together for some by replacing it with
a 45-minute, online course.

Generally, the test that the DMV calls
the “driver’s license knowledge test,” is
required for those getting their license
for the first time and motorists every
five years after turning 70 years old.

For drivers, the agency says, tackling
the test at home will save significant
time at the DMV field office, which
still must be visited by by many to get
a photo and thumbprint taken and to
complete a vision exam. (Because of
the pandemic, most drivers 70 and old-
er can renew totally online this year.)

“This is one more example of how
the DMV is modernizing to add more
convenient services online that used
to be only available in an office,” DMV
Director Steve Gordon said in a state-
ment. “We continue to incorporate
ways to bring DMV services to our

customers when and where they want.”

The online test is offered in 35 lan-
guages and will look roughly the same
as an in-person test, said Chris Orrock,
a DMV spokesman. The test is avail-
able between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday
through Friday, excluding state holi-
days. Participants verify their identity
by submitting a photo of themselves
to the DMV, Orrock said. A webcam
is required for test takers, along with a
browser extension that must be installed
on their computer; sound and keyboard
entries are monitored to ensure honesty.

It can’t be taken on a tablet or mo-
bile device. Customers who fail the
test twice must go to a DMV office and
pass it in person. The online course can
be taken on a computer, laptop, tablet
or mobile device and is offered around
the clock, though it is currently avail-
able only in English.

It includes quizzes and takes approx-
imately 45 minutes. This option is not
offered to those getting their driver’s
license for the first time.

For information: dmv.ca.gov.s

GOT JUNK?
THEY’LL TAKE IT!

pring cleaning is a time to dispose of large bulky house-
hold items, hazardous waste, tires, yard cleanup, and other

unneeded items in your home. Keeping our community
clean takes teamwork. Do not dispose of your items in the pub-
lic-right-of-way.

Illegal dumping poses a safety hazard to our neighborhoods,
and it’s against the law. The City of Los Angeles and LA Sanita-
tion and Environment (LASAN) Department offers free, conve-
nient services to dispose of items you no longer need.

Bulky Item Drop-Off

You can drop off bulky items today at the East Valley District
Yard (11050 Pendleton Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352) from 8
AM - 4:30 PM. If you miss today’s drop-off, the bulky items col-
lection happens every second week of each month. For more
information visit https://bit.ly/3t4pNM9.

S.A.E.E Collection Centers

Use S.A.FE. (Solvents/Automobile/Flammables/Electronics)
centers to dispose of hazardous material. The nearest S.A.EE
collection center for the 7th Council District is located at 11025
Randall Street, Sun Valley, CA 91352. It is open on Saturdays
and Sundays from 9 AM - 3 PM.

To learn more about S.A.EE. Collection Center visit https://
bit.ly/3w5875f.

Bulky Item Collection

LASAN can pick up your large/bulky household items such
as mattresses, couches, doors, carpets, toilets, electrical waste,
and other furniture. To schedule a pickup day, please call the
LASAN Customer Care Center at (800) 773-2489 at least ONE
DAY BEFORE your regular collection day. Please have an item-
ized list of your items ready when calling or submitting your
request.

If you witness illegal dumping or locate items that have been
illegally abandoned in the City’s right-of-way report it by calling
MyLA 311 or https://bit.ly/3pUGR5z.u
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Everybody needs a haircut and the only place
to goin Tujunga, is at my favorite barber.

APR 6-26

The Soraya proudly showcases Los Angeles' rising local
talent while celebrating the ongoing contributions of the
region's beloved artists with LA SEEN—our first monthlong
series dedicated to the performing arts in Los Angeles.

APR
B ﬂ I'crence ]llamlmi'll
b o Champion ar
" Fire Shut Up !n My Bones
Promaotional = et o Tha EoCallact
Partnap.  Featuring The E pxj%|E‘CLIV@
and Turtle Island Quartet

OPERA  visuals by Andrew F. Scott
{“{J’ Justin Austin, baritone
Adrienne Danrich, seprano

The Colburn Orchestra

- o Stéphane Denéve, conductor
Blanchard

The Soraya & ArtDontSleep presen
Jazz Is Dead
ser with Adrian Younge

LA Dances Grahami0o

Martha Graham Da

LA Dances
Graham|Q0

It’'s Time To Evacuate

Five minute Warning

Gather Location

| Shoes ~ Many people show up at shelters bare foot,
especially the kids

Wallet/Purse

Keys~Cars, Home, Storage unit, Office, Bank deposit
_box, Mail box, etc.

[ Cell pho nes and chargers including car charger

Laptop and charger

Backup Nash drive/eternal hard drive

Important documents*®

Contact list*

Proof of insurance®+

Proof of remdency +

I M_urtgage +
Tax return*+
Check book ~you will need the routing number for
FEMA claims and if power is out

Cash* Aim for at least $200 in small bills

Medications and medical devices~ Plan ahead for
insulin and other medications needing refrigeration

120 hour Kit~ we all know 72 hours is not enough
 right?

Pets and pel 120 hour ku(s]

Preparedness binder

Warn neighbors ~ check on elderly/disabled

*Add to your 120-hour kits leaving time to grab more valuable items.
+ Needed for insurance and FEMA claims

BCopyright 2015 Carolyn Nicolaysen All rights reserved
Duplication, redistribution or retransmission of this work is steictly prohibited without express
written consent of the author

Crescenta Ualley S
16th Annual Hometown

Suturday. April 2Gth. 2025
@ Crescenta Valley Park 8
(One Day Only: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)

Fun for the Whole Family!

* Amusement Ride, Inflatables & Bouncers for Kids
* Arts and Crafts Exhibits * Pie Eating Contest * Karaoke
* 5 Food Trucks * Early Hot Rods & Classic Cars
* Dog Parade * Live Music & Entertainment
* Children’s Petting Zoo * First Responders
For additional information call the Chamber of Commerce:

v Bt e | 818-248-4957 or visit www.CrescentaValleyChamberorg | st o Borer

CRESCENTA
VALLEY

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS!
Kl ﬁ
. 2
| BARGER [ )
Wﬂaq:edalmmsmln;;g.da = _L:'E ‘u USCVerdugt:l
CantyPurks bReaeston == § Maintenance MI MELMHEE}
S
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Terence
Blanchard

Champion and Fire Shut Up In My Bones
Highlights from two operas by composer
and jazz trumpeter Terence Blanchard

Featuring Blanchard. the E-Collective and
Turtle Island Quartet

Visuals by Andrew F. Scott
Vocalists Justin Austin and Adrienne Danrich

A Soraya Commission in collaboration
with LA Opera Off Grand

ZAPR
LADPERA
-0 g
/PM

FEMA is giving some property
owners more time
continued from page 1

county impacted by the Palisades
fire - homeowners who are moving
forward with private contractors
should still file forms and opt out.

More than 6,000 ROEs have been
submitted, but another 3,400 home-
owners have yet to respond.

Residents who opt out of the pro-
gram can hire private contractors,
with the cost paid out-of-pocket
or through their insurance compa-
nies.

According to Supervisor Lindsey
Horvath - who represents the Pacif-
ic Palisades, Malibu, and other cit-
ies and unincorporated areas of the

Horvath also reminded small
businesses that March 31 will be the
final day to apply for a U.S. Small
Business Administration loan. City
News Service, Inc. contributed to
this report.s

HARMONY FARMS
o .,

_' WILD GAME
PROCESSING

Check out the largest selection of all
natural, minimally processed game meats

We Carry New Zealand WE CAN
Farm Raised Elk & Vension PROCESS YOUR
ANIMAL
YES WE DO GAMEBIRDS .,
SMOKED PHEASANT
SAUSAGES b ¢+ DENR
AND HAM « BUFFALO
QUAIL * WILD BOAR
N?W AVAILAB,I’.E « ANTELOPE
Kobe-St_er * KANGAROO
Australian * ALLIGATOR
Wagyu Beef ¢ OSTRICH

100% Certified Berkshire Pork
Whole Suckling Pigs - Special Order
Duck * Goose

2824 FOOTHILL BLVD.
LA CRESCENTA, CA 91214
818-248-3068 » 818-248-0361 FAX

MON-FRI 7AM - 8PM
SAT 7AM - 7PM ¢« SUN 8AM - 6PM

DROP-OFF HOURS M-F AFTER 2:30PM

SINCE1997

| - : AUTOMOTIVE
BERVICE
& EXCELLENCE
"’

WE SERVICE ALL TYPES OF HYBRID & ELECTRIC VEHICLES
Starters * Alternators - Timing Belts * Engines
Transmissions « Water Pumps + Tune-ups * Axles & More!

“RIGHT JOB, RIGHT
PRICE, RIGHT HERE!”

BRAKE

ADJUSTING
STATION

OFFICIA(
LAMP

ADJUSTING
STATION

=
CERTIFIED g

Approved
Auto Repair

o

Mondary - Friday 800 AM to 600 PM - Saturday 800 AM to 300 PM

818.352.9666 + 818.352.67719 1139 - Foothill Bivd. Tujunga, CA 31042

.......... ~MOULARD -+

DUCK BREAST

THIS DUCK IS DIFFERENT

DUCKCHAR Moulard Duck Breast is a totally different and better duck experience.
What's the best way to describe it? It tastes like steak with a ich dur.k flavor twist.
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72N\ ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD

Tough Times Are

Trying to save Zorthian Ranch at the top of Fair Oaks.

By David “Doc” DeMulle’

llstate Corp. will end its

years-long pause on un-

derwriting in California as
soon as the state regulator adopts
proposed regulatory changes to
make it easier for insurers to raise
rates, according to a company
spokesperson.

“If the regulations were in effect
today, we would begin selling new
homeowner insurance policies to-
morrow, said Gerald Zimmerman,
senior vice president of government

relations for Allstate, in a proposed
public hearing on April 23.

“Let me repeat that: As soon as we
can use catastrophe modeling and
incorporate the net cost of reinsur-
ance into our rates, we will be open
to business in nearly every part of
California”

The company will offer coverage
“in nearly every corner” of Califor-
nia, Zimmerman said.

The testimony marks the first time
a large property insurer has publicly
promised a return to the market in
the disaster-prone state if the new

regulations are implemented.

More than half of the major
property insurers in California
have cut back on business in the
state in recent years in response
to the increasing severity of wild-
fires, as well as state regulations
that limit the cost of policies. All-
state confirmed in a statement to
Bloomberg News that it seeks to
increase its market share in Cali-
fornia, but rates must “fully reflect
the cost of providing insurance to
consumers” before agreeing to lift
its current restrictions. The new

A-Comin

Photo by David “Doc” DeMulle’.

rules will allow for rate increases
that the company says will ensure
they can pay customers’ claims in
the event of a fire, according to the
statement.

Insurance Commissioner Ricar-
do Lara says the proposed reforms,
which would not need legislative
approval or to be signed by the gov-
ernor, represent the biggest changes
to the state’s insurance market since
1988. Specifics have been scant and
the overhaul is still in draft form,
but Lara expects the process to be
complete by the end of the year.s

Updated fire maps show fire
danger zones increase 76%

he California

California and marks the

Department, are respon-

7

Department  of
Forestry and Fire
Protection released up-
dated fire-hazard sever-
ity-zone maps for Los
Angeles County for the
first time in over a de-
cade on Monday, adding
more than 440,000 acres
to the county’s hazard
zones, including a 30%
increase in acres zoned
in the highest severity
rating.
The release — which
includes all of Southern

end of the agency’s two-
month, statewide roll-
out — sets off a roughly
five-month clock for L.A.
city and county to re-
ceive public input, make
adjustments, and begin
enforcing  heightened
fire-safety ~ regulations
within the new zones.
The new Cal Fire maps
are only for areas where
local fire departments,
like the Los Angeles Fire
Department and Los
Angeles County Fire

sible for responding to
blazes. Previously, Cal
Fire only mapped the
highest severity rating,
“very high,” for these lo-
cal responsibility areas.
The new maps include
Cal Fire’s “moderate” and
“high” zones as well.

Local  governments
now have until July 22,
2025 to adopt the new
maps as their own desig-
nations.

Continued Next Edi-

Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibility Area

Using data on variables such as climate, vegetation, terrain and fire
history, Cal Fire calculates whether the probability of wildfire in a given
area is moderate, high or very high.
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THE FOOTHILLS PAPER Presents

TAKE MY C

Reach More Readers With Your Business Card Featured Here!  Find Out How at sales@thefoothillspaper.com

\_

T
< By appointment

(818)855-3502

‘\332-\%‘ Valmont st, Tujunga, 91042

S0l

Call for FREE SOLAR QUOTE!

A roniessr ¢

Selele STV

Cosaes of
‘A Name fow | $
Can Tt~ | qj',m;:'
| 3008 Honoluba Are. (La Cr} |
82487172
FULLY INSURED e

818-951-1171

/A\

summitchristianchurch.org
(818) 353-1138

CHILDREN'S SERVICE

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Summit Christian Church
9641 Tujungs Canyon Blve
Tujunga, CA 91042

COME VISIT US AT SUMMIT CHRISTIAN CHURCH!

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 10AM

SUNDAY AT 10AM
WEDNESDAYS AT 7PM
MONDAYS AT 7PM

YOUTH NIGHT

GRIEFSHARE

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU THERE!

1ED ===
CONTRACTOR

eneral Engineering Contractor
State License #535260

® DRAIN CLEANING

e CAMERA INSPECTIONS
e ELECTRONIC LOCATING
e SEWER PIPE REPAIRS
® TRENCHLESS REPAIRS
e STORM DRAINS

® FREE ESTIMATES

s1s 352-2636

www.devriesdiversified.com

%;DEVRIES—
< LBIVERSIF
GINERAL ENGINELRONG

GOPHER

CONSTRUCTION CO.

e SEPTIC SYSTEMS

o INSTALLATION & REPAIRS
e REAL ESTATE INSPECTIONS
e ADVANTEX & PIRANAS

s1s 352-2253

www.gopherco.com

ersified Company

Volunteer with
The Foothills Paper.

We can use your help in the office,
writing stories, taking photos,
uploading materials to our Web site
and plenty of other helpful things.
Support your local
independent newspaper!

ASK RUSTY

By AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor Russell Gloor,
Association of Mature American
Citizens.

Dear Rusty: I plan on retiring at
62, one year from now. I have been
coached to (if financially possible)
leave my Social Security earnings
for my wife to collect in the future
if I die, considering that she was a
homemaker for the majority of her
income earning years. My instinct
is to get Social Security coming (I
understand I'm settling for a lesser
amount at age 62) as soon as possi-
ble considering the forecast of our
government's inability to fund So-
cial Security for the rest of my life.
No one has a crystal ball, and no
one knows what our government
will or will not be able to fund even
into next week, so we weigh what
we know and see, and then decide.
Is my question clear? Signed: Skep-
tical

Dear Skeptical: Well, your ques-
tion is clear but contains two op-
posing factors - you say you wish
to provide well for your wife if you
die, but also say you wish to claim
at age 62 because youre not confi-
dent that Social Security (SS) will
be there in the future. Yet claiming
at age 62 will mean the lowest pos-
sible survivor benefit for your wife

Should | Claim Early
Due to Social Security’s
Financial Condition?

because her bene-
fit as your widow
will be the amount
you are receiving
at your death. I'll
try to put all this
into perspective for
you.

Although  Social
Security is facing
some future finan-
cial issues, it will
never go bankrupt and be unable
to pay benefits. The worst that
could happen, if Congress takes no
action beforehand, would be that
benefits will be cut by about 22% if
the SS Trust Fund is fully depleted
in 2033 (right now, reserves in the
Trust Fund are used to supplement
SS expenses because SS revenue is
currently less than program costs).
If that happens, Social Security can
only pay out as much as it brings
in. But that almost certainly won't
happen, because Congress won't
permit it to. Congress already
knows how to fix Social Security’s
financial issues - they just current-
ly lack the political will and biparti-
san spirit to implement the changes
needed. But there’s little doubt that
they will fix the issue before allow-
ing an across-the-board benefit
cut to over 65 million beneficiaries
(because seniors vote). FYI, there
was $2.9 trillion in reserves in the
Social Security Trust Fund at the
end of 2020.

I dont recommend you make
your Social Security claiming deci-
sion based on fear of the program
going bankrupt - it won't. Even if

gress doesn’t act and
a benefit cut is imposed in 2033
(which is highly unlikely), a 22%
cut to your age 62 benefit amount
would be more painful than a 22%
cut to your benefit at your full re-
tirement age (FRA) which would
be about 30% higher than your
age 62 benefit amount. The longer
you wait to claim, the higher your
benefit, and your wife’s survivor
benefit, will be - even in the un-
likely event of a later cut in ben-
efits. Instead, I suggest you make
your claiming decision based only
upon your personal circumstances.
If you wish to increase your wife’s
survivor benefit, then waiting lon-
ger to claim is the way to do that. If
you retire from working at age 62,
Social Security’s earnings test won't
apply to you (the earnings test lim-
its how much you can earn while
collecting early SS benefits), thus
you can certainly claim at 62 if you
so wish. But it's important to con-
sider the consequences of claiming
early (including a lower survivor
benefit for your widow) and make
a decision based on facts, not fear
of Social Security going bankrupt -
because it won't.=
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Water geyser makes for a good photo.

Mc Groarty
Park Gets New
Water Feature!

old water main in Mc-
Groarty Park blew up at
the valve and LAFD was

called to contain the water until
DWP arrived. With hundreds of
gallons of water shooting to the
sky, the firefighters did what they
could to turn off the broken valve,
but couldn’t. It was actually a

pleasant relief from the 90 degree
weather we had, and one by one,
the firefighters ended up getting
soaked. A fun time was had by
all as they waited for the DWP to
arrive.s

Firefighter assesses the amount of
water flowing.
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YAMATO: the Drummers of Japan
Return to The Soraya with New Program

o et ;

Hito no Chikara -The

Power of Human Strength

AMATO: The Drummers of Japan will

.! tour North America with their new show,

Hito no Chikara - The Power of Human
Strength. Yamato will perform at The Soraya at
3 p.m. on Saturday, March 22. The “simply cap-
tivating” (The Evening Post) Taiko troupe has
reached nearly 8 million people globally in over
4,000 performances throughout their thirty-two-
year history, adding to that number this season
with seven performances in Canada; and 29 ven-
ues throughout the United States from New En-
gland to California.

“YAMATO believes that the drumbeat, like
the heartbeat, is the very pulse of life and the
epitome of the Japanese spirit,” says the troupe’s
Founder and Artistic Director Masa Ogawa. The
physically powerful cohort of musician-athletes
work and live together as a community in the
Asuka Village, said to be the birthplace of Japa-

nese culture. There they create their own musical
compositions, theater productions, sets, lighting
design, choreography, performance techniques,
costumes, makeup, stage settings and props.

They make their own bachi sticks used to play
the traditional Japanese instruments, beginning
each show by hitting a Wadaiko drum weighing
half a ton, made from a single piece of wood from a
400-year-old tree. In every program, the drummers
play 35-40 different Japanese drums, which are di-
vided into four types: Miya- daiko, Hirado-taiko,
Okedo-daiko and Shime-daiko, each varying in size
and tone. Additionally, the troupe play Japanese in-
struments including the Shamisen, Koto, Chappa
and Shinobue. Ogawa explains, “after composing
each song, I give a score to the drummers.

From that point, YAMATO’s true creation be-
gins. The drummers put their thoughts and spirit
into each note. We open the eyes of the heart to

find a sort of synchronicity with the other drum-
mers. Our final purpose is to connect to the heart
of the audience.”

This season’s new program entitled Hito no Chi-
kara — The Power of Human strength examines
humanity’s ever evolving relationship with tech-
nology and artificial intelligence. Masa Ogawa
wonders, “Will there ever be a machine that can
play Taiko with unparalleled accuracy? Will ad-
vanced algorithms make them sound human-like?

Will people be used by the tools they have
created, or will we no longer need people in the
future? What will happen to Taiko drumming?”
Ogawa concludes, “Let us beat the Taiko as we
are YAMATO. We do not know when the end of
humanity is, but we will strike until that moment.
The sounds struck by the heart, resonating with
each other, will become “Hito no Chikara — The
Power of Human strength”=

Altadena is not for sale!
continued from page 1

The slogan is a response to oppor-
tunistic developers from outside of
Altadena offering pennies on the
dollar for burned-down properties,
and an affirmation that Altadena
residents will come back and re-
build their homes.

“We want to be sure that the buy-
ing and selling is happening with-
in the community, Hughes ex-
plained. “So that’s what start it out,
is being able to let the community
know we’re here if you want to buy,
we'e here if you want to sell,” said
Hughes.

The mammoth fire destroyed
more than 9,400 residences and
consumed 14,000 acres. Weeks later,
the first vacant lot sold for $550,000
cash, $100,000 above the asking
price.

More than a dozen more sites

would also sell, several of them re-
portedly to developers or investors,
including several from outside the
U.S., according to reports.

There’s concern that amid the
frenzy to buy up property, longtime
owners in the area will get pushed
out, drastically changing the char-
acter of the area, long known for
its relatively high Black homeown-
ership rate. My Tribe Rise also in-
vited those affected by the Eaton
fire to share stories about their
neighborhood and print pictures
of what they lost. Organized by Los
Angeles-based photographer Sam
Comen, a digital archive of the pho-
tos will be accessible to residents in
the coming weeks.

“Altadenians” don't feel like we
left Altadena because we feel like we
take Altadena with us,” said Hughes.
“We had to evacuate, but we are Al-
tadena.”

“Altadena!” Hughes cried out. “Not
for sale!”, the crowd chanted back.

The rally featured an eclectic mix
of local artists including Bredman &
HashMo and okay coleman! as well
as surprise big-named artist Aloe
Blacc, who performed his hit song
“The Man?”

“We will help one another, we will
strengthen one another, we will en-
courage one another, and we will
build back better because the cre-
ator God is inside of us, and we see
your creative miracle working pow-
er, said Pastor Kenebrew.

“It's important that we understand
it is necessary that we not only come
together and unify, but strategize,
especially those of us that are lead-
ers, in coming up with the resources
and the solutions that we will face as
a community over the next several
years,” said Pastor McFarland.

Pastor McFarland stressed the im-
portance of preserving the heritage,
legacy and wealth of the Black and
brown communities of Altadena, a
neighborhood that once served as

a haven for Black families to own
property in the 1960s and 1970s
when redlining laws prevented
them from building elsewhere.

Since the first free community
farmer’s market at Fair Oaks Burg-
er, which opened on March 7, sever-
al local vendors have showed up to
support wildfire victims by provid-
ing food, clothing and household
items. Local Altadena-Pasadena
nonprofit, Side Street Project, invit-
ed youth to make their own “zines”
about Altadena and what they love
about their community.

Now, as residents prepare to move
through phases of rebuilding, ven-
dors are also providing logistical in-
formation on debris removal, con-
tractors, and mortgage loans.

Together We Rebuild encouraged
rally attendees to go to their Ea-
ton Fire Recover event on May 10,
where they can learn more from
specialists on navigating the re-
building process.n



