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Our Cross Has Blessed  
The Valley Since 1923

The Annual Easter Sunrise 
Service, that is coordinated 
through the Verdugo Hills 

Ministerial Association (VHMA), 
will be a beautiful experience and a 
dramatic reminder of Christ’s prom-
ised resurrection after his death. This 
service has been a Sunland-Tujunga 
Easter Tradition since 1926, and will 
be held at The Cross of San Ysidro 
on McGroarty Peak in Tujunga.

Vans will begin to transport peo-
ple to the cross starting at 4:30 a.m., 
from the corner of Foothill Blvd. 
and Hillhaven (next to the Travel 
Inn). The service will begin prompt-
ly at 6 a.m. and conclude by 7 a.m.

The worship will be led by the 
New Hope Worship Band, along 
with musicians from many of the 
local churches. 

The Verdugo Hills Ministerial 
Association has coordinated the 
service with several of the area pas-
tors participating.  In 1992, the Los 
Angeles Times religion editor John 
Dart wrote that old newspaper clip-
pings indicate that a cross was first 
erected on the peak in 1923 and was 

dedicated in a ceremony led by a 
Catholic priest. The sunrise service, 
which began around 1926, event 
and well-attended by members of 
the Foothill communities.

This celebration at the cross 
originally came about when the 
local ministers and Kiwanis Club 
members got together and started 
the early morning service, and it 
has grown to what it is today.

There are five ministers from 
five of the churches in the Sun-
land-Tujunga area that are in-
volved providing the service. Each 
minister does a part of the whole 
service, which is nonsectarian. 
For 90 years, the Kiwanis Club 
had prepared the cross and area 
for the service.

On Saturday, church members 
clean up the area, bring up the 
chairs and, if it needs some touch-
up work, repaint the cross. The 
association provides the chairs, 
sound system and lighting of the 
cross, which is lit Saturday night 
and stays on until after the service. 
All the setting up for the service 
is done by association members. 

The preparation takes all day Sat-
urday and a few of the members 
will spend the night at the cross.

There are usually around 400 to 
500 people that attend the service. 
In the past, resident and Kiwanis 
member Sandy Miller dedicated a 
lot of time and energy in putting 
on the Easter Sunrise Service as 
a service to the community. Al-
though she passed away 12 years 
ago, her family continues his ded-
ication in putting on the Easter 
Sunrise ceremony. To honor the 
decades of work by Miller, who 
was the heart and soul of the an-
nual service, the Miller family has 
continued to provide the assis-
tance needed to enjoy this year’s 
sunrise service.

The VHMA is grateful for for 
the physical and financial support 
the Miller family has provided 
over the decades.

This year the VHMA is respon-
sible for continuing the Easter 
Sunrise Service tradition to the 
community. The music group 
Tapestry from New Hope Com-
munity Church will be leading 

By David “Doc” DeMulle’

SUNLAND-
TUJUNGA 
HISTORICAL 
CLOCK

For over 10 years now, the clock 
that the community paid for, on 
the corner of Tujunga Canyon Rd 

and Commerce, hasn’t worked.  But as 
the saying goes, It’s Accurate twice a day.  
It’s a sordid tale but one that happens in 
Sunland-Tujunga on a regular basis.

It was only 8 years ago that the clock 
stopped working totally.  Doc, the editor/
publisher fixed it once and it ran for an-
other year.  And then it stopped working 
again.  SNC Board member Mark Siegel, 
when he heard that Doc was going to fix 
it again, ran out of the C&M Printing 
building on Commerce Ave. and spent 
the next hour trying to make it work.

What a sorry state of affairs.  It got to 
the point that whenever anything had 
to be fixed in S-T, a rumor would be 
started that the Doc was going to fix it 
for free.  A game well played.  You an 
read all about this and other events in 
Sunland-Tujunga’s history book: Sun-
land Tujunga – A Reality Show.

And now, there is going to be anoth-
er “No one showed up to vote – So we 
all won! election”

LOL■

Like our neighborhood council, 
it doesn’t work all the time!

HAPPY

Easter Day
image: Freepik.com



2 MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025 • THE FOOTHILLS PAPER     thefoothillspaper.com • Volume 18 • Number 71

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER
is published bi-weekly. All 
content is copyrighted and 
may not be reproduced 
without written consent 
of the publisher. All 
submissions to this 
newspaper become property 
of THE FOOTHILLS 
PAPER and may not be 
republished in whole 
or in part. The opinions 
expressed by contributing 
writers do not necessarily 
express the views of the 
publisher nor staff of this 
newspaper. TFP is available 
free of charge. No person 
may, without prior written 
permission from TFP, take 
more than one copy of 
each edition (stated value: 
$1). Only authorized TFP 
distributors may distribute 
THE FOOTHILLS PAPER. 
THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
is a non-profit newspaper 
produced by the OSS-
Spectrum group.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR/
PUBLISHER  

Dr. David DeMullé 
editor@thefoothillspaper.com

WITH THANKS TO
all our volunteers 

that make 
The Paper happen!

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER 
TheFoothillsPaper.com

Tujunga CA 91043 
(818) 951 0943

Associated 
Press

Press 
Photographers 
Association of 
Greater Los 
Angeles

L.A. 
Press Club

International 
Combat Camera 
Association

Dyan McManus RIP

COMMUNITY NEWS

[LETTER TO EDITOR]

People watch TV and 
read stories in the 
news about corrup-

tion in our city’s govern-
ment, but the problem 
is that they don’t realize 
that there’s corruption 
right here in our commu-

nity. Citizens have a right 
to know what is going on, 
and to have an opportunity 
to stop it from getting even 
worse. 

There is a group of peo-
ple running for the Sun-
land-Tujunga Neighbor-
hood Council (STNC) 
who do not have the best 
interests of the communi-
ty at heart.  They already 
have demonstrated their 
incompetence at their jobs 
on the STNC. Worse, they 
don’t follow Neighborhood 
Council rules, guidelines, 
or bylaws – just like the 
politicians that we read and 
hear about.  This doesn’t 
represent all of us in the 
community. 

They harass communi-
ty leaders. They threaten 
individuals. At least one 
of these candidates, Arnie 
Abramyan, has been cap-
tured multiple times on 
film assaulting people who 
dare speak out against 
them. He has left threat-
ening, harassing, profani-
ty-laden voicemails (many 
of which have been re-
corded and preserved). He 
also has a criminal record. 
Is this the kind of individu-
al we want representing our 
community? 

Let’s give you another 
example:  Sonia Tatulian, 
Roger Swart (Elections 
Committee members and 
Arnie Abramyan and oth-
ers running for the STNC 
have been secretly helping 
Councilwoman Monica 
Rodriguez since she was on 
the L.A. City Public Works 
Commission. They want 
to change our community 
drastically, and they’ve en-
gaged in a concerted cam-
paign to destroy the good 
reputations of hardworking 
volunteers, some of whom 
are on the STNC or have 
been.  It may take a while 
for the authorities to sort 
this out but its urgent that 
we stop it by all getting out 
and voting on April 27 – 
every vote counts.

The STNC Election 
Committee, which by law 
should be impartial, is ac-
tively promoting their own 
candidates while removing 
campaign literature from 
those they oppose.  Emails 
reveal them engaging in be-
hind the scenes discussions 
about things that are sup-
posed to be open and trans-
parent so that the commu-
nity can learn what’s going 
on. They’re intentionally 
keeping the community in 
the dark.

 Roger (Rock) Swart and 
Sonia Tatulian are on the 
STNC Elections Commit-
tee. They routinely abuse 
their position by prohibit-
ing lawful campaign activi-

ties by anyone but their slate 
–the Dream Team. They 
routinely violate communi-
ty members’ First Amend-
ment rights. Mr. Swart 
describes himself proudly 
as a “senior volunteer” for 
Councilwoman Rodriguez.  
Again, are these the kinds 
of people who should be 
entrusted with our commu-
nity’s future?

Sevada Hemelians is 
running for president. Mr. 
Hemelians does not think 
the rules apply to him.  He 
has not done his job as Sec-
retary.  He has not updated 
the STNC website such as 
current bylaws and stand-
ing rules. Shooshig Avaki-
an Koroghlyan is running 
for First Vice President. 
She previously had to re-
sign from the STNC to 
avoid punishment for 
mishandling STNC funds 
as she clearly stated at a 
candidate forum. Fur-

thermore, Neighborhood 
Council representatives 
from across the City of 
Los Angeles sent multi-
ple emails and messages 
requesting the Mayor re-
move her as a commission-
er for lack of attendance. 
Her neglect of duty result-
ed in quorums not being 
met and the cancellation of 
meetings people had driv-
en from all over the City to 
attend. 

Sandy Capps is running 
for Treasurer. Ms. Capps 
has attacked STNC and 
community members and 
engaged in her own “in-
vestigations” of private cit-
izens, intentionally dam-
aging their reputation with 

malicious lies. She conve-
niently ignored the alleged 
crime which occurred 
while Ms. Avakian Korogh-
lyan was treasurer because 
they are friends.

Hrant Vartzbedian, own-
er of Code Blue and pres-
ident of the Chamber of 
Commerce, has the most 
complained about build-
ing in our community and 
is violating building codes 
and for not following the 
law. He’s running for Re-
gion 1 representative. 
Hrant stated at the candi-
date forum that he would 
like to see eight story “stack 
and pack” buildings and 
Foothill Blvd. to have lots 
of night clubs.  He doesn’t 
even live here. He lives in 
Glendale.

These individuals have 
a single goal: Elect their 
chosen slate of candidates 
to take over the STNC and 
pack it with members con-

trolled by Councilwoman 
Rodriguez. To do so they 
are willing – indeed, ea-
ger –to destroy the rep-
utations of hard working 
people who combined have 
decades of experience and 
proven records of helping 
the community.

The Neighborhood 
Council’s job is not to be 
friends with Councilwom-
an Rodriguez.  It’s to be 
the people’s voice at City 
Hall and to hold the City 
Council’s feet to the fire. 
Obviously Councilwom-
an Rodriguez is afraid of 
this kind of democratic 
oversight. Why is this plan 
to divide our community 
being put into place. The 
answer is that they have 
plans for our community 
and they need to get rid of 
the people who will stand 
in their way.

Not all the slate candi-
dates are bad, but it’s hard 
to trust those that have 
chosen to run with such a 
corrupt group.

If you feel quality of  life 
in our community has de-
clined – more homeless, 
more crime, more fires, 
gridlock, increased traffic 
deaths, lack of enforce-
ment, and all the rest that’s 
become depressingly fa-
miliar – then know that 
these candidates intend 
more of the same and per-
haps worse. They don’t 
care about you and me, 
they care about their own 
agenda and their cozy re-
lationship with Council-
woman Rodriguez.

That is, if you don’t stand 
up and help us save our 
community.

People say that votes don’t 
count but in this type of 
election, one vote can make 
the difference.

I recommend as good 
choices to vote for only the 
following.  If you see these 
names on the ballot, vote 
for them only.

Liliana Sanchez - Presi-
dent<From our Archives>.■

They Call Themselves the Dream Team I Consider them a Nightmare

The Neighborhood Council’s job is not to 
be friends with Councilwoman Rodriguez.  
It’s to be the people’s voice at City Hall and 
to hold the City Council’s feet to the fire. 
Obviously Councilwoman Rodriguez is 
afraid of this kind of democratic oversight
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There is an old Chinese saying: 
"May you live in interesting times!" 
And boy-oh-boy are we in the 
middle of them. Th is year started 
out innocently enough with Rus-
sian Premiere Putin sort-a sword 
rattling, but then it got worse. But 
let's look at the Reality of how 
this happened. Trump was a true 
pompous ass, running around 
making in  credible statements 
how Putin and Kim Jong-un were 
sending "love letters" to him. 
"They love me" he said. That said, 
from our pussy grabbing presi-
dent. I wonder if they sent him 
K-Y Jelly?  But it didn't stop there. 
Our last president Biden was un-
der-gunned from the git-go. For 
all his 40 years of government ser-
vice, he just didn't understand that 
you can't placate a monster. The 
man in the street has no real idea 
what it means to live under a total-
itarian government, especially one 
that at a whim, can end your life.

 It's called the big lie. Two past 
Soviet agents were killed by the 
Russians on foreign soil and no 
one did any  thing or really com-
plained about it. Across the desert, 
we have Saudi ruler Mohammed 
bin Salman who ordered journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi's assassination. 
And once again, no one raised a 
finger.  Long before Trump, I saw 
what money and corruption can 
do to every day citizens.  It was on 
January 19, 2007 when I had been 
with Armenian journalist Hrant 
Dink in the Intercontinental Ho-
tel when he was assassinated.  And 
the new world order of denial and 
death began to be covered in the 

world media. But people 
forget.

 See boys and girls, 
money has a way of 
solving problems. And 
that brings us up to to-
day 's interesting times. 
Richard Nixon (one of 
my favorite mis-un-
derstood crooks) once 
said, "The masses are 
asses.”  And if you 
look around you, you 
will see that even he 
was prophetic. And 
it is found even in 
our little town. When everyone 
is a  liar, that means that now the 
truthsayers are now the liars.   All 
our checks & measures that are 
supposed to help us walk the line 
of rightness seem to have fallen 
away, leaving us with nothing to 
really believe in.

For once in the past 10 years, 
our neighborhood council is ac-
tually trying to do the right thing.  
Maybe the ZOOM meetings really 
helped in getting the word out?  If 
you don’t have to look your fellow 
conspirator in the eye, maybe they 
can fudge a bit in the direction of 
truth?  Yes, boys and girls and all 
those in between, these are inter-
esting times, hell, even the local 
AA has gotten a great following 
and people are actually sobering 
up.

Our committee chairpersons 
are creating viable programs that 
except for the City watering them 
down, are getting results.  BUT, 
one of our problems is the carnage 
on Foothill Blvd and La Tuna Can-

yon, 
and no one it appears to me 
is really trying to do something 
about it.  Maybe people think that 
if enough people die, there will be 
less people to contend with.  And 
then of course, there are the men-
tal problems of the homeless that 
no one (except for M-Rod who 
was pushing for in an election 
year) wants to address.  There has 
been a solution to the houseless 
problem for the past 15 years, and 
yet the STNC, the County and the 
City have specifically fought tooth 
and nail to hide it.

You have to ask yourself why? I 
used to have a group of Armenian 
friends until one of their members 
began to systematically financially 
rape our community. Yup, blood is 
thicker than water but not as thick 
as money. I miss them, but I don't 
miss the way our community was 
destroyed. 

And now as we stand on the brink 
of war in the Middle-East and this 
war in the Ukraine, might show us 
how precious freedom from op-

pres-
sion really is?  

This month, we have the annu-
al Armenian Remembrance Day, 
and of course, the memories of the 
Holocaust continue. But the game 
has changed, we have a wanna-be 
oligarch that has, like the past Na-
zis of Germany, begun deporta-
tions, violations of human rights 
that are guaranteed by our con-
stitution, and the segmenting and 
destroying those things that make 
our Democracy so precious.  Even 
our local STNC elections are pre-
cious in whatever form they may 
become.  Voting is a right, not a 
privilege, and we need to support 
them by voting.

Nationally, there appears that 
there is nothing that we here in 
Sunland-Tujunga can do about it, 
but maybe we can really begin to 
grow as a community without so 
much derision? I don't know. I 've 
been so frustrated looking for an 
answer, that I just gave in and said:

 "IT 'S THE WATER”■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

LADWP’s Home Energy
Improvement Program

Curious about your home’s 
energy usage? The LADWP 
can help you find out where 

you stand through the Home.
Energy Improvement Program 

(HEIP), a free program that offers 
energy-efficient upgrades for res-
idential customers and their fam-
ilies. The program is designed to 
reduce homeowner energy bills by 
making their homes more energy 
efficient.

Once you are approved for the 
program, they send out contractors 
out to your house for a compre-
hensive assessment of your entire 
house’s energy usage. The assess-
ment of a customer’s home is per-
formed by a trained technicians to 
identify the most appropriate and 
effective improvements available. 

LADWP HEIP
Partners Trust Associate Heath-

er Witt Leikin, who is a Certified 

Green – Real Estate Professional 
went through this process and tells of 
her experience on the House Agents 
blog: "It took about a month to get 
approved for the program, and about 
two weeks after that they came out 
to my house. They took my house 
through a battery of tests checking 
my insulation, window, door sealing, 
sprinkler systems. They did a com-
bustion test on my hot water heater 
and stove. Checked my thermostar, 
tested all of my smoke detectors, re-
placing some with a 10-year battery 
model for free.■
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8920 Glenoaks Blvd. - Sun Valley, CA

12:30PM
3 YRS & UNDER

1:30PM
6 - 7 YEARS OLD

1:00PM
4 - 5 YEARS OLD

2:00PM
8 - 12 YEARS OLD

2:30PM
13 YRS - ADULT

FIND A GOLD OR PURPLE
COIN IN YOUR EGG FOR A

SPECIAL PRIZE

EGG HUNTS FOR ALL
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . .
. .

. .

FREE 
GAMES     GLITTER TATTOOS    

CANDY      MOONBOUNCE     PRIZES

FREE 
GAMES     GLITTER TATTOOS    

CANDY      MOONBOUNCE     PRIZES

Stonehurst Recreation Center
9901 Dronefield St., Sun Valley, CA, 91352
(818) 767-0314 | Stonehurst.recreationcenter@lacity.org

S U N L A N D
RECREATION CENTER

S U N L A N D
RECREATION CENTER

Sunland Recreation Center
8651 Foothill Blvd., Sunland, CA 91040
(818) 352-5282 | Sunland.recreationcenter@lacity.org

C I T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  -  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  R E C R E A T I O N  A N D  P A R K S

SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH, 2025 | 11:00AM TO 3:00PM
SUNLAND RECREATION CENTER: 8651 FOOTHILL BLVD., SUNLAND, CA, 91040

EGGSTRAVAGANZAEGGSTRAVAGANZA

SWEET TREATS AND LIGHT
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

FOR PURCHASE AT OUR BAKE SALE &
SNACK SHOP!

If you’re interested in lending a hand, contact us for volunteer opportunities.

Lake View Terrace Recreation Center
11075 Foothill Blvd., Lake View Terrace, CA, 91342
(818) 899-8087 | Lakeviewterrace.recreationcenter@lacity.org
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD
NOW HIRING: WILDFIRE 
CLEAN UP CREWS 
TO CLEAR DEBRIS 
IN FIREPRONE 
NORTHEAST SAN 
FERNANDO VALLEY

Councilwoman Monica Ro-
driguez announced new 
jobs to support wildfire de-

bris clean up in the North-east San 
Fernando Valley, particularly in 
the com-munities impacted by the 
La Tuna and Creek Fires. The jobs 
will be prioritized for veterans and 
individu-als affected by these 2017 
wildfires.

Councilwoman Rodriguez, in 
partneshio with the City's Eco-
nomic Workforce Development 
Department, secured a $500,000 
state grant to fund positions and 
improve the public trails and spac-
es damaged by the fires.

This funding complements cur-
rent debris cleanup ef-forts in the 
Seventh Coun-cil District -- in 
2018, the Councilwoman secured 
$1 million to fund 70 full-time 
positions to remove wildfire de-
bris, burned vegetation, and repair 
trails at several areas burned in the 
2017 wildfires: McGroarty Arts 

Center in Sunland-Tujunga, Lopez 
Canyon Landfill in Sylmar, ?Han-
sen Dam in Lake View Terrace, 
Cityowned land at Eldridge/ Hard-
ing in Sylmar, and La Tuna Can-
yon hillsides. In the 2018 program, 
brush was cleared along 25 miles 
of horse and foot trails in La Tuna 
Canyon, several thousand feet of 
burnt methane pipes were removed 
at Lopez  Canyon, and debris was 
cleared in these high fire severity 
risk areas.

"We don't want a repeat of the re-
cent devastating fires", said Couci-
lwoman Monica Rodriguez. "This 
debris cleanup is one example of 
how we can do further preventative 
work to reduce the risk of these de-
structive fires".

For more information on the 
program and how to apply, please 
call Noel Khoshabou, Program 
Manager at (213) 355-5304 or Abi-
gail Portillo, Case Manager at (213) 
355-5300.■

[GUEST EDITORIAL]
James Carville: How to Turn Trump’s 
Economic Chaos Against Him

In many ways, President Trump 
is a one-trick Shetland pony: 
He talks a big game, like build-

ing a border wall or ending Covid, 
and then tries to distract Ameri-
cans when his promises go belly up. 
Back in office this winter, he prom-
ised a golden age for the economy 
and the end of inflation starting on 
Day 1 — and then we got served 
plenty of fish bait: blowing smoke 
about seizing Greenland, huffing 
and puffing about annexing Cana-
da and throwing people into a tizzy 
over seeking a third term, which he 
will never be able to do.

Now we know why. Mr. Trump 
didn’t have a plan to bring down 
inflation and make life better (ex-
cept for the rich, who dispropor-
tionately benefit from his tax cuts), 
and he was hellbent on tariffs at all 
costs.

The problem is that smoke and 
mirrors only work until you screw 
up so hard that no act of lunacy 
can pull the American people’s 
attention elsewhere. And boy, did 
the president just screw up royally.

In what will certainly be record-
ed as one of the most ignorant acts 
of political leadership in Ameri-
can history, the president of the 
United States has now willfully 
damaged the global economy with 
his tariff chaos. Not only was this 
an act of economic warfare, it has 
broken the cardinal rule in Amer-
ican politics: Never destabilize the 
economy. With it, the Trump ad-
ministration is causing enormous 
damage to itself — and there can 
be no more distraction from this 
naked truth.

This is where the Democrats have 
an opening. In February I wrote a 
piece calling on my party’s leaders 
to play dead, allowing the Republi-

cans to punch themselves out and 
crumble beneath their own weight. 
But many Democrats indulged Mr. 
Trump’s lunacy or allowed them-
selves to become the story over 
the government funding and shut-
down debate, while the president 
continued his campaign of chaos 
and distraction. Now, Democrats 
have an opportunity to allow the 
Republicans to edge closer to col-
lapse as the party in full control 
of Washington — let’s please not 
become the story again and get in 
their way.

In the coming weeks and 
months, many Americans are go-
ing to experience pressure and 
pain with the tariffs on China and 
the remaining tariffs on an array of 
goods and countries. Prices could 
rise sharply, consumer spending 
may well dry up and we are al-
ready seeing evidence of surging 
mortgage rates and a weakened 
bond market. The Trump admin-
istration will not be competent 
enough to dig us out. The path to 
stabilizing and strengthening the 
country starts when Democrats 
can take back the economic nar-
rative from the Republican Par-
ty and persuade the majority of 
Americans to close the book on 
the Trump chaos.

This can only be done if we avoid 
the distractions — whether it’s Mr. 
Trump’s third-term talk or Demo-
cratic infighting on social issues — 
and instead focus on the economic 
foundations that matter to Amer-
icans most. My fellow Democrats, 
it’s time we transform our party 
into a projector for the economic 
pain of the American people.

Please see Guest Editorial 
on Page 8

Courtesy of Cagle Cartoons.
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Dear Rusty: I am going to be 67 
in a few weeks & I plan on work-
ing for another year or two. Ac-
cording to Social Security, they 
count the best 35 years to come up 
with your benefit. I currently have 
30 years, with 2024 and 2025 taxes 
yet to be filed. If I take my benefit 
now, will I get an upward adjust-
ment after filing my taxes for those 
years, or do I need to wait to apply 
for SS until after filing my taxes to 
get credit for those years? Signed: 
Still Working 

Dear Still Working: Whenev-
er you claim your Social Security 
benefit, SSA will look at your life-
time earnings record on file at the 
time (as received from the IRS) 
and calculate your “primary in-
surance amount” (PIA) using that 
record on file. They will use your 
highest earning 35 years to do that 
calculation and, if you do not yet 
have 35 years, they will use “zero 
$$” enough times to make it 35 
years. In other words, your benefit 
will always be calculated using 35 
years, whether you actually have 
35 years of earnings on record, or 
not.  

However, 
Social Se-
curity re-
visits your 
e a r n i n g s 
r e c o r d 
w hene ver 
additional 
i n f o r m a -
tion is re-
ceived from 
the IRS, so if 
file your tax-
es and add 
the addition- al year’s income 
after you start your Social Securi-
ty benefits, you will get credit for 
those additional earnings. Essen-
tially, you will be replacing one of 
the “zero $$” years originally used 
to calculate your benefit amount, 
and Social Security will recalcu-
late your monthly amount to re-
flect that, resulting in an increase 
to your monthly benefit.  

Thus, as long as you work and 
earn and report your earnings to 
the IRS, Social Security will up-
date your record and automati-
cally give you a higher benefit if 
warranted by your more recent 
earnings. That recalculation usu-
ally happens later in the year (af-
ter April 15th), but Social Security 
will make any increase retroactive 
to the beginning of the calendar 
year, so you will get any higher 
benefit effective with January. 

So, since you have already 
reached your full retirement age 
(FRA), you can (if you wish) ap-
ply for Social Security now and be 
confident that Social Security will 

g i v e 
you credit for any ad-

ditional earnings after you apply.  
And for clarity, if you choose to 
wait beyond your full retirement 
age to claim, you will earn De-
layed Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
which will continue to increase 
your monthly benefit amount un-
til you are 70 years of age. DRCs 
will add 8% to your PIA for each 
full year you delay (.667% for 
each month you delay past your 
FRA).

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental enti-
ty. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org■

ASK RUSTY Will My Social Security 
Increase if I Keep  
Working After Applying? 

By AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell Gloor, 
Association of Mature American 
Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups
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Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com
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ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
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For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 
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Los Angeles, CA — 
Thousands will gather on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. for the San Fernando 
Valley’s second annu-
al Interfaith Solidarity 
March. The mile-long 
march, originally planned 
to begin at St. Bernardine 
of Siena Church in Wood-
land Hills, will instead 
start at Temple Aliyah 
(6025 Valley Circle Blvd., 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), proceed to Wood-
land Hills Presbyterian 
Church(5751 Platt Ave-
nue, Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), and end at Ezzi 
Masjid Mosque (5701 
Platt Avenue, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
country,” said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
to once again join thou-

sands of folks from across 
our region for the Interfaith 
Solidarity March. We need 
to do everything we can to 
foster empathy, unity and 
encourage people to join 
the political process – we 
need to get everyone off 
the sidelines.”

The march is hosted 
in conjunction with local 
congregations from many 
faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Thousands to Participate In San Fernando 
Valley Interfaith Solidarity March to Foster 
Understanding, Collaboration and Unity
The march will foster understanding, collaboration, and unity while highlighting 

the importance of civic participation and compassion for those in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Interfaith 
Solidarity Network (ISN) and/or the march  
e-mail Cantor Mikbe Stein at hazzanstein@
templealiyah.org, Marsha Novak at marlynov@gmail.
com, and/or visit: https://www.facebook.com/ISN.
SFV/, https://twitter.com/ISN_SFV, and https://www.
instagram.com/interfaithsolidarity/

The Crescenta Valley Sierra 
Club presents, Bruce Hale’s, 
The Mysteries of Easter Is-

land, on Tuesday at 7:30 pm, May 
14, at the Los Angeles County Pub-
lic Library located at 2809 Foothill 
Boulevard, La Crescenta, Califor-
nia.

Bruce, a Sierra Club member and 
frequent presenter will give a slide 
show describing his recent visit to 
this isolated island, now a part of 
Chile in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean.

Learn about the Rapanui people 
who first arrived around the 5th Cen-
tury AD.  Today descendants still live 
on this tiny island proud of their her-
itage.  The Rapanui reflect a story of 
survival, most famous for the huge 
stone statues on the island facing the 
sea.  What was the purpose of these 
statues?  How did the Rapanui move 
them from the quarry?  How did the 
Rapanui navigate their canoes over 
2000 miles on the Pacific? Why were 
the statues knocked down?  Are any 
of Thor Heyerdahl’s theories correct?  
Who cut down the last tree?  Bruce 
will discuss these and other topics 
while showing pictures of the island 
and statues.

Our program begins following news 
of Conservation and Outings.  This is 
a free program and everyone is wel-
come.  Refreshments will be served.  
Please contact Wayne Fisher, Pro-
gram Chair for further information at 
818 353-4181. ■

Sierra Club 
Meeting



The first memories I have of the Tujunga 
In-N-Out are ordering from the walk-up 
window with my childhood family friends. 

On summer breaks, I remember the relief from 
the sun finally dipping below the horizon and ex-
pelling energy as we kids ran between the tables 
under a fading sunset as my parents chatted with 
their friends. There’s still something special about 
the smell of the grilled onions at In-N-Out on a 
Saturday night in July that takes me back to that 
time. Although that would have been in the late 
90s and early aughts and for many that is not too 
long ago, In-N-Out has this way with SoCal Res-
idents of taking us all back in time when we first 
tried In-N-Out, or the times we’ve goofed off in 
the parking lot as teenagers, or the way it saved 
us on late nights with no other restaurants open. 
The sight of the arrow-shaped yellow sign, crossed 
palm trees, white paper bags, the smiling burgers 
stacked in brown boxes and the golden French 
fries carries a sense of nostalgia that feels local. 
When I turned 17 I got my first job working at 
In-N-Out in Glendale near the Americana. What 
I miss most about working at In-N-Out is dressing 
and wrapping the burgers: a deeply satisfying job 
that allowed my hands to create mini pieces of art 
exactly how each guest wanted them. 

The art of making  something to be  consumed 
is a  special art because its richness relies on its 
nourishment and short life. I know it sounds like 
“just burgers”, but like the beauty of roses and 
sunsets a well-crafted burger isn’t meant to last 
forever. The impact; however, lasts throughout 
the generations. As the Tujunga In-N-Out cele-
brates its 50th year anniversary in our communi-
ty, read on to see how the Tujunga In-N-Out has 
impacted our residents and visitors through the 
decades. 

TOM MOON:  
The Tujunga In-N-Out opened on April 

9th, 1975. It was a Wednesday, and one of 
the last stores that Harry Snyder, one of the 
founding members of In-N-Out, opened. For 
this reason, the Tujunga In-N-Out holds 
not only historical roots 
in the greater com-
munity of Sun-
land-Tujunga but 
also historic roots 
for the company, In-
N-Out. It was the 16th 
store opened and for that 
reason, it is called Store #16. The difference from 
1948 to 1975 was palpable as Harry Snyder stood 
near the tile at the Tujunga store and said the tile 
alone cost more than the first store in Baldwin 
Park.

The day that Store #16 opened was a surpris-
ingly big event on that Spring day fifty years ago. 
When In-N-Out first opened its doors in the 
Fall of 1948, they served bottled sodas including 
7Up. They transitioned in 1958 to fountain sodas 
costing $.10 for a 12oz soda, but no longer sold 
7Up. That changed in 1975 when 7Up ran an ad 
that they were releasing specialty upside-down 
7Up glasses at the Tujunga In-N-Out, and people 
flocked to get ahold of one. One of these special 
glasses has been donated to Bolton Hall from In-
N-Out and will be on display! 

If you’ve visited the Tujunga store, you’ve prob-
ably noticed the tags hanging on the wheel as the 
cook looks back and forth from the sizzling burg-

ers on the grill to the spinning wheel, making 
sure every burger is exactly as the tag says. Back 
in 1975, there was no wheel or tags to keep track 
of everyone’s orders. The cooks instead memo-
rized the orders, but that was when it was only 
around six orders at any given time. 

I spoke with Tom Moon, the History and Cul-
ture Coordinator at In-N-Out who spoke of how 
small decisions that Harry and Esther Snyder 
made like staying open late led to the cultural 
phenomena and success that In-N-Out is today. 
Being open late has made it a local spot for high 
schoolers who frequent the Tujunga In-N-Out af-
ter local games, events, and hangouts. Store #16 
also sees many celebrities driving through. May-
be not as many as the Hollywood In-N-Out, but 
Jay Leno is a frequent guest. Those who live in the 
greater area of Sunland-Tujunga, have all seen a 
schnazzy classic car with Jay Leno at the helm as 
he goes on his joy rides through the Canyon and 

around the Tujunga Wash. He stops by 
the Tujunga In-N-Out every once 
in a while ordering his signature 

meal: a double meat ketchup only. 
Many of you may also know where 
he houses one of his car garages 

having seen him pulling 
out of it and yelling, 

“There’s Jay Leno!”. 
Lynsi Snyder, the 

current owner of 
In-N-Out, and Jay 

Leno also share 
a love for classic 

cars as well as the 
classic In-N-Out burger.

I asked Tom Moon if Store #16 might be getting 
an upgrade to a larger store, and he said as of now, 
no. Lynsi Snyder, like her grandfather, really en-
joys the twotwo-lanes for their customer custom-
er-forward approach. I'm glad to hear that. While 
change can be good, seeing all of the In In-NN-
Out locations with two lanes, think:

Pasadena, Norwalk, Studio City, and more tells 
a greater story about Los Angeles. Here is a town 
that s rich in history, anchored in community, 
and brimming with generations of families who 
ve been going to In In-NN-Out for as long as they 
can remember.

MICHAEL MC LAY
Mike Mc Lay grew up in Sunland on Went-

worth building forts in the Tujunga Wash with 
his childhood friends. He was born in 1964 
and was 11 years old by the time the Tujunga 

In-N-Out opened. While Mike attended Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Tujunga, his brother Danny 
Anctil played football and baseball as a Golden 
Knight for St. Francis High School in La Cañada 
Flintridge from the years of 1974-1978. He recalls 
driving home from his brother’s games in the back 
of his dad’s white Chevy truck and stopping at In-
N-Out on the way home. His parents would park 
under the white awning and eat in the car with 
the windows down. His most fond memories of 
In-N-Out involve the summer of 1977, when he 
was 13 years old, getting dropped off in his mom’s 
red Chevy Nova at the Boogie Bowl Skate Park 
with his friends. The Boogie Bowl Skate Park was 
on the intersection of Boston and Foothill and 
boasted an arcade, a little food kiosk, and a pro 
shop that Mike called, “Really an amateur shop”. 
When the Boogie Bowl closed for the night, he 
and his friends would begin their descent riding 
their skateboards down Foothill Boulevard back 
to Sunland. They’d pool their money and stop at 
In-N-Out before riding home on full bellies and 
tired feet following the sun as it set on the Wash.

MATTHEW GUNNELL
Matthew Gunnell was born in New York in 

1968, but raised in LA moving from Hollywood 
to Glendale in 1973. He first recalls visiting the 
Tujunga In-N-Out in 6th or 7th grade around 
1979 or 1980, when his mom came to him and 
said, “I want to take you to this new In-N-Out.” 
He recalls them making an outing of it. When he 
started attending Hoover High in 1983, he would 
pile into one of his friend’s cars and they’d take 
advantage of their off-campus lunch privileges 
to drive from Hoover High to the Tujunga In-N-
Out eating in the car on the way back. Talk about 
In-N-Out fever! He recalls that on occasion when 
it would snow in the Angeles National Forest, 
he and his friends would drive up Angeles Crest 
Highway, shovel snow into the bed of their trucks, 
and drive through the Tujunga In-N-Out with 
their Toyota pick-ups full of snow.

Matthew moved to the Bay Area around 1991 
and back again to Glendale in 2001 where he 
began working for the Glendale Police Depart-
ment. From the end of 2001 to August of 2003, he 
worked the graveyard shift on patrol. Although 
the Tujunga In-N-Out was just out of the Glen-
dale district, Lowell Avenue being the line be-
tween Tujunga and La Crescenta, he would stop 
there for lunch late at night. 

Please see Tujunga In-N-Out 
on Page 9
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Tujunga In-N-Out: 50 Years of Service 
By Hally Winters 



Guest Editorial
continued from page 6

Here’s how to do it:
First, focus on prices. We must 

start with what matters most. Pres-
ident Trump won the White House 
on an overt promise to bring down 
prices. Let’s not forget his most 
oft-repeated claims: “Starting on 
Day 1, we will end inflation and 
make America affordable again, to 
bring down the prices of all goods” 
or: “Prices will come down. You 
just watch. They’ll come down, and 
they’ll come down fast, not only 
with insurance, with everything.”

This promise is formally broken. 
The cost of trucks and vehicles is 
set to shoot up thousands of dol-
lars. Dame, a sexual wellness brand 
that makes adult toys and personal 
care products, implemented a $5 
“Trump tariff surcharge.” Every-
thing from seafood to cans of beer 
to clothing to toys will grow more 
expensive.

Editors’ Picks

The most direct hit to working 
people’s pocketbooks will always be 
from the cost of daily goods. Making 
it clear that Trump and the Repub-
licans willingly broke this promise 
should be in every ad, every pod-
cast talking point, every message we 
send from now until the midterms.

Second, it’s not about the stock 
market, it’s about 401(k)s. With six 
in 10 Americans lacking the savings 
to cover even a $1,000 emergency 
expense, Democrats cannot afford 
to hinge our economic narrative on 
the rise and fall of a market for the 
privileged. For younger Americans, 
stocks will most likely rebound and 
grow over time. But the tariffs are a 
poison dagger for those who have 
saved and vested into their 401(k) 
their entire lives, just to see it de-
pleted by the reckless actions of the 
president.

You can bet certain retirees are 
now living in a panic, pausing home 
renovations and big-ticket purchas-
es as their life savings start to drain 
by the day. If this continues, many 

retirees will have to go back into the 
work force, spending what should 
be their comfortable years grinding 
in the office like they are in their 
30s. This is a real, substantial pain 
that will be felt by the Americans 
who are the least deserving of it. 
As it turns out, older voters are also 
some of the most reliable, power-
ing Trump’s re-election. Democrats, 
uplift their stories and connect their 
pain to the president. Do not focus 
on the market or the daily percent-
age drop in the Magnificent Seven 
tech stocks.

And third, make the message 
local. It’s important that as a par-
ty we understand this is not about 
us and that the Democratic brand 
is tarnished at this given moment. 
And instead, take our prints off of 
the message as much as possible. 
This is not about us going on CNN 
or taking to X to complain about the 
president.

The Democratic Party must now 
take local stories and project them 
where they matter most. Record the 

story of Nicholas Gilbert, a dairy 
farmer upended by the tariffs — 
and localize it to Wisconsin. Focus 
on the Latino and Black men who 
supported his previous election, 
and take it to Georgia or Arizo-
na. Go on influencer networks and 
podcasts talking about the looming 
increase in car prices and the fact 
that the president exploded Ninten-
do’s plans for the Switch 2.

For the entirety of his tenure in 
American politics, Donald Trump 
for better or worse has lived on by 
the grace of the American people’s 
faith in his economic leadership. 
Now it is plain and clear, just as with 
his failures in Atlantic City or with 
Trump University, that President 
Trump never had any idea what he 
was doing all along. If we avoid the 
distractions to come and stay fo-
cused on the economy, Democrats 
can take back the one issue that has 
kept Trump on a respirator all this 
time. Through all the hardships to 
come, we bring the silver lining. 
And finally, we can begin again.■
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Tujunga In-N-Out
continued from page 8

They called this area that he patrolled “The 
Hill”, everything just below Montrose to the un-
incorporated parts and right up to Lowell. He 
expressed gratitude that In-N-Out was open late 
because he didn’t want to have lunch too early 
on his shift. Matthew is one of many individuals 
who found solace at the Tujunga In-N-Out. As 
an Historical Society and museum that archives 
folk history, the Tujunga In-N-Out captures our 
hearts in its devotion to our community as a 
company that treats us like family with their fair 
pricing, outstanding customer service, and hon-
est quality.

JEFF JONES
Jeff Jones was born in 1981 and grew up in 

Sunland just like his mom. He also attended Ver-
dugo Hills High School and worked at In-N-Out 
from 1997-1998 when he was 16 years old. On 
weekends and after school, he would drive from 
Verdugo Hills High School up Foothill Boule-
vard to work night shifts, but not closing, since 
he was a minor. His friends would come through 
the two-lane to say hello to him and his three 
other friends from Verdugo Hills High School 
Jeff worked at In-N-Out during the company’s 
50th anniversary in October of 1998. To cele-
brate all the associates were given gold watches. 
Jeff moved to Santa Clarita where he continues 
to patronize In-N-Out and still has the watch 
somewhere around here. One celebrity that Jeff 
recalls visiting the Tujunga In-N-Out was Jona-
thon Taylor Thomas the teenage heartthrob from 
the 90s who was rumored to live in La Cañada.

As a new hire, Jeff tells the story about how one 
day it started raining, and his coworkers told him 
to go out and “squeegee” the drive lanes. (A flat 
type of mop used to push water into a drain.) As 
he stood outside effectively mopping up the rain, 
a voice over the loud speaker that announces 
numbers revealed the joke and told him to come 
back inside where it’s warm and dry. He thinks of 
his time working at the Tujunga In-N-Out fond-
ly and as a fun job, he enjoyed, where the shifts 
went by fast especially when it was busy. He won-

ders about what his life would look like if he had 
stayed there, maybe he would have been closer to 
retirement now.

KYLA UHERN NÉE DE SANTIS
Kyla Uhern was born in 1991 and grew up in 

Kagel Canyon among the gnarled oak trees and 
“No Hunting” signs. She was hired at In-N-Out in 
2008 when she was 17 years old. At that time, she 
had switched form Verdugo Hills High School 
to Independent Study allowing her to work day 
and night shifts at In-N-Out. Her favorite po-
sition was working the fries. Kyla recalls that 
high schoolers from the lo- cal schools, 
Crescenta Valley High and 
Verdugo Hills High would 
congregate there after 
football games. There was 
a bit of a turf war regard-
ing this In-N-Out: “Back 
then phones didn’t have 
access to the internet.” 
Kyla says, “You couldn’t 
just whip out your phone 
and see that the dividing 
line between Tujunga 
and La Crescenta was 
right on Lowell.” Those 
from Sunland-Tujun-
ga claimed the In-N-
Out as their own while 
those from La Crescen-
ta claimed it as theirs. 
Even though access 
to this information is 
now available, there 
are still many from La 
Crescenta who see the 
Tujunga In-N-Out as their own which speaks 
to the way In-N-Out has entered our community 
and our hearts. Online, when the company posts 
from their Instagram account a photo of Store 
#16, comments like “Tujunga. My spot!” Popu-
late the comment section.

Kyla recalls a special memory from one of her 
past coworkers. When she moved away from 
Sunland-Tujunga as an adult and later moved 
back in 2016 she started working at the In-N-Out 

in Burbank.
Sometimes In-N-Out stores “borrow bodies” 

meaning one In-N-Out lends their workers to 
another if they’re short-staffed. In 2018, Kyla was 
borrowed from the Burbank In-N-Out back to 
the Tujunga In-N-Out for a day where she re-
connected with a past coworker ten years later. 
Her coworker, Nancy, affectionately known as 
Mama Nancy, told her to follow her to the back-
room where the lockers were. Nancy opened the 
door to her locker and pointed to a photo of Kyla 
when she was five years old. Kyla didn’t remem-
ber giving Nancy the childhood photo of herself 
ten years earlier, and she was so touched that 

Nancy had kept it in her 
locker all those years 
later. She described 
it as an “Unexpected, 
sweet surprise.”

As I think of all the 
ways In-N-Out was 
there for me on a per-
sonal level but also 
within the community, 
I can’t help but feel an 
immense sense of grat-
itude. There aren’t too 
many companies cut 
from the same cloth out 
there as In-N-Out with 
their strong convictions 
and relationship with 
their customer. I remem-
ber how In-N-Out stayed 
open during the 2020 Pan-
demic and their response 
to the recent wildfires spe-
cifically the Eaton Fire that 
neighbored Sunland-Tu-

junga, how they sent in their food trucks to feed 
firefighters and first responders during that very 
difficult time that rocked our community. As 
we celebrate five decades of In-N-Out in Tujun-
ga, we welcome you to stop by the museum and 
share your memories of the Tujunga In-N-Out 
and reminisce on those days by grabbing a burg-
er afterward or maybe before. Here’s to another 
50!■



Camerata Pacifica began its February pro-
gram at the Huntington Library with Lara 
Morciano’s Embedding Tangles, with flut-

ist Sébastian Jacot, who  had premiered the piece 
years ago. I don’t often get to hear works for solo 
flute, so this sounded promising. 

Pianist Irina Zahharenkova was next 
with George Gershwin’s Prelude 
No. 2, from 1926. Unhurried and 
mellow, it felt like a low-ener-
gy, cloudy day, where you can 
barely summon the strength 
to get out of bed. Of course, 
being Gershwin, this tiny, 
almost throwaway piece 
would count as a triumph for 
the rest of us.

The main draw of the night 
was a selection of songs by Kurt 
Weill. German Soprano Sarah Ma-
ria Sun, with Zahharenkova on piano, 
sang what I expected to be German songs to be 
sung in German; I didn’t expect that Sun expect-
ed the audience to know German. She delivered 
her spoken intro in German while TVs placed 
far offstage displayed the translations in walls 
of text. I could either turn away from the stage 
and concentrate on the TVs and hear my reading 
voice, or I could watch the performance and miss 
the words. We had the absolute worst seats in the 
house and that made it really difficult to see Sun 
or read the words.  But, in spite of my small un-
derstanding of German.  

Sun acted and spoke the songs more than 
she sang them. Her acting was really absorbing 
enough so that it kept me from walking out.  I 

really tried, but I couldn’t follow what she was 
saying, and neither did the audience. There were 
a few in the audience that knew these songs and 
knew them in German. As a quick respite, sang 
“It Never Was You” in English, unfortunately I 
was nowhere near the speakers and her words 
came out as almost a whisper.

Now with wet hair, nightgown, and 
face mic, Sun returned as the vo-

calist. Zahharenkova, Jacot, Jose 
Franch-Ballester (clarinet), 

Jolente De Maeyer (violin, 
viola), and Ani Aznavoo-
rian (cello) comprised the 
ensemble. Before I go any 
further, I state up front 
that the players and their 

performance were incredi-
ble. Unlike some other new 

works I see, I never heard a 
sour note or hesitation. The un-

credited direction and lighting de-
sign were simple and moody. It was great. 

I could feel the tension of the words and when I 
could see the monitors, I was able to better un-
derstand the theory behind story.

Camerata Pacifica displayed the full text of 
the poems at once, making it impossible to 
follow the poetry and music as Schoenberg 
intended. It was a complete disconnect 
between music, words, and their mean-
ings. And remember, the screens were 
far off to the sides. I could either view the 
performance or focus on reading. There 
is no point in displaying a translation if I 
can’t connect it to the words being sung. 
It just becomes noise. 

I looked forward to this program for 

months.
I was intrigued by the concept of a set of 50 

poems by Belgian writer Albert Giraud. Otto 
Erich Hartleben translated them into German, 
and Schoenberg set 21 of these to atonal music. 
The vocal part is spoke-sung and similarly diffi-
cult to follow. The result is highly expressionistic 
insanity set to music. It’s all very interesting but 
mostly confusing.  Schoenberg gets away with 
this lack of musicality, for lack of a better word, 
since it makes us listen to the words. However, 
it was performed in German, so, on top of the 
random notes was random vocalizations.  When 
Pierrot Lunaire ended, no one clapped, just si-
lence. Not a stunned silence, but a silence of 
people wondering if it was really over.  Then ev-
eryone just got up and exited the building look-
ing like they had been 
beaten about the 
head and 
body.■
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Last Sunday while get-
ting the Rover ready for 
off-roading if there was 

another wildfire, calls started 
coming in about a fire at the San-
ta Monica Mountain hiking trail.

And off went until we be-
gan to see the black billowing 
smoke coming up from the 
draw.  There were 2 civilians at 
the gate and one was videoing it 
and the other just didn’t know 
what to do.  The LAFD had been 
called but it was about 15 min-
utes before they arrived and al-
though the LAPD was called at 
the same time, they took about 
25 minutes to arrive.

After it was all contained, it 
turned out that the “arsonist” was 
just trying to burn the rubber 
and vinyl coating off rolls of wire.  
Who’d a thunk it?  The fire got 
out of hand and he began trying 
to beat it out and throw dirt on it.

Think about it.  Someone 
creating a fire that could have 
caused millions of dollars dam-
age for a few dollars of scrap.  He 
finally gave up and the fire dept 
put it out and detained him.■

Arsonist or Just Plain Stupid?

A GERSHWIN TOO FAR
By Joan Slater


