
Major Wildfires Since 2009
For those of you who wonder what I do with my spare time, 
from the year 2000 to the present, as I covered the fire incidents 
within the Los Angeles County, I stored the images by the name 
of the fire(s) and not by date. The fire activity listed by name  
are “dated” by opening up the actual folder. - SEE PAGE 3

ARNIES BAKERY ON  
THE BOULEVARD!
With a combined approximate size of 40,246 (32,590 
square feet of LAC2 and 7,656 square feet of LARD3) 
square feet from seven parcels, the lot has a slight slope 
and rests North of the 210 Freeway. SEE PAGE 3
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Traffic Light Cameras are Coming to CA!

A new bill that would reverse 
the Golden State's ban on 
speed cameras is awaiting 

state senate approval this month. 
If it passes, speed cameras could be 
installed across a wide swath of the 
Bay Area and Southern California 
as early as January. If approved, As-
sembly Bill 645, would allow cities 
to install cameras in school zones 
and on city streets where speed-
ing has been a problem. Commu-
nities slated for the pilot program 
include Los Angeles, Long Beach, 
Glendale, San Jose, Oakland and 

San Francisco. The pilot program 
is designed to last until 2032. The 
federal Infrastructure Bill autho-
rizes funding for the speed cam-
eras. The bill's proponents say it's 
necessary to counter the deadly 
plague of street racing. 

"In 2021, more than 4,200 Cali-
fornians lost their life to a car. Over 
1,000 of these individuals were pe-
destrians. For too long we've called 
these deaths accidents but we know 
that the majority of these deaths 
and injuries can be prevented," said 
California Assemblymember Laura 

Friedman, the bill's sponsor. “Ac-
cording to the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, speeding is a 
factor in 31% of all traffic fatalities,” 
Friedman added. “So, if we want to 
stop traffic fatalities and injuries, 
we’ve got to slow people down." Un-
der the proposed bill, cameras would 
snap a picture of license plates on ve-
hicles traveling at least 11 miles per 
hour over the speed limit. 

Please see Traffic Light Cameras 
are Coming to CA!

on Page 2

NOW'S THE TIME TO BAND TOGETHER AND WRITE OUR ELECTED 
OFFICIALS requesting the speed camera be installed in S-T. 

It doesn’t matter how fast you can go, 
but it does matter how fast you can 
stop!

One of the best National Night out celebrations in town!

ELEVEN $10,000 MILKEN 
SCHOLARS AWARDS 
GO TO STANDOUT LA 
COUNTY STUDENTS
2025 class members embody “Lifelong Leaders 
for a Better World”

Today, eleven exceptional 
LA County high school se-
niors have been announced 

as 2025 Milken Scholars, gaining 
a multitude of cheerleaders and a 
lifetime of support in college, ca-
reer and life. The scholarship Pro-
gram, a joint initiative of the Milk-
en Institute and the Milken Family 
Foundation, honors high school 
seniors in Los Angeles County; 
Washington, D.C.; and New York 
City each year with a $10,000 cash 
prize and lifelong access to col-
lege advising, career counseling, 
internship assistance, community 
service opportunities, and a fund 
to help with graduate school appli-
cations, unpaid internships, study 

abroad programs, and other costs 
associated with their pursuit of a 
career.

Please see Eleven $10,000 Milken 
Scholars Awards

on Page 2
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Dyan McManus RIP

COMMUNITY NEWS

Traffic Light Cameras 
are Coming to CA!
continued from page 1

The first infraction would 
be a warning. After that, ci-
tations starting at $50 would 
automatically be issued to the 
vehicle's registered owner. 
That, say the bill's critics, is 
a problem because innocent 
car owners could be ticketed 
when someone else drives 
their vehicle. It's one of the 
reasons California banned 
speed cameras in the first 

place. In addition to wrong-
fully issued citations, con-
cerns about inequalities in 
photo enforcement prompt-
ed many cities to remove traf-
fic cameras altogether. In Ar-
izona, a state that pioneered 
speed cameras, a bill is work-
ing its way through the legis-
lature to remove speed cam-
eras amid concerns about the 
intrusiveness and expense of 
photo enforcement systems. 

But the speeding tickets 
wouldn't count as a point 
on the driver's license, so it 

wouldn't affect insurance 
rates the way a traditional 
ticket would, according to 
Friedman. Drivers would 
also have the option of per-
forming community service 
in lieu of paying the fine. The 
money garnered from the 
citations would be spent on 
traffic calming measures, and 
cameras would be removed 
if they prove to be ineffective 
at reducing traffic speed, ac-
cording to a series of metrics 
identified in the bill. "Speed 
safety systems have been long 

identified as an effective and 
immediate measure to slow 
excessive speeding," San Jose 
city officials said in a written 
statement. "According to the 
Federal Highway Adminis-
tration, speed cameras can re-
duce crashes on urban streets 
by 54 percent. For example, 
in New York City, intersec-
tions with speed cameras re-
duced speeding by an average 
of 73 percent, as of December 
2021. Plus, speeding in school 
zones were reduced up to 63 
percent."■

Everybody reads The Paper! And you wondered how hot it was here?

Eleven $10,000 Milken 
Scholars Awards

continued from page 1

 
THE 2025 LA COUN-
TY MILKEN SCHOLAR 
FROM TUJUNGA IS: 

• Hayk Poghosyan, Verdu-
go Hills High School, Princ-
eton  

The Milken Scholars Pro-
gram was established in 1989 
by Mike and Lori Milken. 
After completing a rigorous 

nomination, application and 
interview process, Milken 
Scholars are selected based on 
academic performance, com-
munity service, leadership, 
and their ability to persevere 
in the face of personal chal-
lenges. Past recipients include 
inaugural poet Amanda Gor-
man; Ruben Harutunian, 
treasurer of the board of the 
Binational Fulbright Com-
mission in Egypt and minis-
ter-counselor for public di-
plomacy at the U.S. Embassy 
in Cairo; Dr. Joelle Simpson, 
chief of emergency medicine 
at Children’s National Hospi-
tal; and award-winning en-
trepreneur Emanuel Yekutiel.

“Lori and I are sincerely 
heartened by the nearly 600 
Milken Scholars over the past 
35 years whose dedication 
and pursuit of excellence em-
body the program’s mission 
of inspiring Lifelong Leaders 

for a Better World,” said Mike 
Milken.

The LA County Milken 
Scholar Alumni and commu-
nity members will gather lat-
er this month to celebrate the 
2025 LA County Scholars at 
an annual Recognition Cere-
mony. The event will be part 
of a larger three-day summit, 
where LA County Scholars 
will be joined by fellow 2025 
Milken Scholars from New 
York City and Washington, 
D.C., as well as undergradu-
ates and alumni facilitators 
in fields across all industries. 
Students will gain insight and 
guidance from speakers, pan-
els and activities while dis-
cussing the Summit theme, 
Toward a Flourishing Future, 
and learning more about the 
support structure they will 
receive throughout their col-
lege careers and beyond. Ac-
cess to such resources creates 

a setting that propels these 
exceptional youth into a po-
sition where they can achieve 
their personal, academic and 
professional goals and, in the 
process, become “Lifelong 
Leaders for a Better World.”

Mike and Lori Milken 
founded the Milken Schol-
ars Program to promote and 
assist exceptional youth as 
they navigate the transitions 
from high school to college 
and from college to graduate 
school or the world of work. 
As of 2025, the program 
reaches nearly 600 students 
representing more than 80 
countries of origin since its 
first 1989 class.

MEET THE 2025 VHHS 
MILKEN SCHOLAR 

Valedictorian of Verdugo 
Hills High School, Hayk will 
be the first in his family to 
attend college. He joined and 

started his school’s Mathworks 
Modeling Challenge nation-
al team and has become an 
AP Scholar with Distinction. 
For over a year he worked as 
a Mathnasium tutor helping 
teach math to K-12 students. 
His aptitude for math served 
him well in his roles as trea-
surer for the Class of 2025 and 
his school’s STEMM Magnet 
Leadership club, where he de-
veloped a free Tutoring Tues-
days program and raised over 
$30,000 to organize senior 
class events.

Outside of the classroom, 
Hayk was on the varsity ten-
nis team, interned for a state 
senator’s congressional cam-
paign, and served on the 
Appellate Court for YMCA 
Youth and Government. 

Hayk will study electrical 
engineering and philosophy 
at Princeton and plans a ca-
reer as a patent attorney.■

Dear editor at Foothills Paper,
Summer is almost here, and with it will come 

deadly heat waves supercharged by the climate 
crisis. Yet in 27 states, it’s perfectly legal for utility 
companies to shut off electricity on the hottest days 
of summer, leaving individuals and families with-
out air conditioning in extreme temperatures and 
threatening their health and safety.

Shutting off power and preventing access to 

lifesaving air conditioning in the summer can 
have life-or-death consequences. We need to 
shine a spotlight on this critical issue and raise 
our voices to demand change. 

Utility companies and local leaders every-
where must act to end utility shutoffs on the 
hottest days of summer. Save lives — stop the 
summer 

Sincerely, Ozzie Blackwell■

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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NOTHING is ever easy here in S-T.  
Every year, with our National Night 
Out (NNO) we used to honor our lo-
cal first responders, the fire dept., the 
cops, the para-medics. Those people 
who keep us alive (maybe I should 
include DOT Traffic Control).

It's a wonderful opportunity to 
meet our real heroes, the ones that 
actually protect us. This opportu-
nity of which I speak, is our own 
NNO. And while each town does it 
a little differently, the ultimate goal 
is universal: to promote useful re-
lationships between residents and 
the first responders whose job it is 
to protect them.

This is a rare opportunity for ev-
eryone to be friendly and respectful 
on both sides, and we should take 
advantage of it. National Night Out 
used to be called “Take Back The 
Night!” and it used to bring out peo-
ple in local neighborhoods to meet 
and talk with their law enforcement 
and other agencies.

We even began putting out blue 
lights on our houses to show that 
we cared. Every one (or at least it 
seemed like it) was enjoying them-
selves, the kids were playing in the 
parks, and the adults were all friends.

But something started going wrong 
in our little burg for the past couple of 
years. It’s gotten KINDERGARTEN 
POLITICAL. And we’ve forgotten 

what the NNO is all about. Let’s for-
get about the cartel taking over here 
with their political machinations, 
and how they expect to take over our 
town with a multitude of fake busi-
nesses, chambers of commerce and 
setting themselves up to be the “go-to 
places to ask for help. We let them get 
away with it and it doesn’t matter. 

But it just didn’t matter, people 
were having fun. My real concern 
was the politically correct Neighbor-
hood Council who in trying to please 
and appease themselves and a few 
others, accomplished nothing. Can 
you believe it, the STNC president 
gave away ALL of our emergency 
supplies to people/groups they didn’t 
even write down. All the valuable 
supplies are gone and even with the 
yearly influx of money from the city, 
none has been re-ordered.

Now don’t get me wrong, they 
didn’t do anything unlawful, just stu-
pid. The STNC has been trying to fig-
ure out how to spend this years and 
last year’s funding. AND NONE OF 
THEIR IDEAS REALLY HELP THE 
COMMUNITY! They didn’t do it to 
make money – They did it to make 
themselves look good. For a group 
that can’t even get a quorum to vote 
on current needs, they are still licking 
our councilman’s huaraches hoping 
for a pat on the head or elsewhere.

We have no emergency communi-

cations or anyone to operate them. 
We have no emergency medical 
supplies or people to use them. We 
have no Neighbor Council Head-
quarters to work out of in an emer-
gency, in short, the NC and Coun-
cilwoman screwed us and there 
is no way we can get un-screwed. 
An interesting note is that almost of 
those do-gooders who gave away the 
farm – left and have not been seen 
since.

Do you understand what I’m say-
ing? Some of the most important 
people that protect us, aren’t work-
ing with us because we don’t have 
any one smart enough to coordi-
nate their doing that.

No one has spoken to the An-
geles National Forest Firefighters 
either. WTF was everyone think-
ing? Some years ago, before the 
pandemic hit, we really wanted to 
support those who protect us and 
invited them to our 4th of July Pa-
rade. And it brought out the best 
that Sunland-Tujunga had to offer.  
This last parade was not fun, and 
the Scientologist dominated lead-
ers just blew it off.  It had none of 
our eccentrics and worst of all, no 
one wanted to be the Grand Mar-
shal.  The death knell is sounding 
for our little community, and ev-
eryone is deaf to it.

Now don’t get me wrong. Yup, a 

lot of 
people attended but what was 
most rug Czar didn’t even have any-
one to ride in his neato-o car. 

NOPE, there weren’t any homeless 
people. There weren’t any displaced 
residents of Foothill Blvd. and there 
wasn’t one single complaint of some-
one sitting on a hypodermic needle. 
And there wasn’t one single dead 
body to be found. (Read the back is-
sues of our Crime Stats.) At Bolton 
Hall, the STNC with their new eth-
no-centric best friends, had a pretty 
good NNO, they were cranking out 
food and mixing and mingling with 
the older crowd that comes out every 
year to get out of their apartments 
and enjoy the free food and music.

Yes, everyone had a great time. All-
In-All it was a fun event. It did more 
than just introduce the neighbors 
to the officers and firefighters from 
our local FS 74, it introduced them 
to their neighbors. And that, in my 
opinion, is the most important thing 
that we need in our community. Peo-
ple knowing their neighbors. It was a 
new phenonium here, and yes, you 
could say “It Was The Water!”■

When the boat returned 
to the dock, the halibut was 
hung on the scale where 
it was said to weigh 54.5 
pounds. The previous wom-
en’s record was 42 pounds. 

Pending the approval of the 
International Game Fish 
Association (IGFA), Perez 
may have set a new wom-
en’s all-tackle world record 
for California halibut.
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The only unsullied 
event left in Sun-
land-Tujunga is the 
Rotary Club’s Annual 
4th of July Parade. I 
find it really amaz-
ing how many people 
from all walks of life 
come out to mingle 
with their neighbors 
this one day of the 
year.  

Sure, we’ve had the 
Watermelon Festival, 
the Easter Sunrise 
Service, the Petting 
Zoo and even the 
WOW jam in Sun-
land Park. But the 
4th of July Parade is 
OUR EVENT. It’s not 
sponsored by church 
groups or social clubs, 

but by members of the 
elite Sunland-Tujunga, 
Shadow Hills Rotary 
Club. Someone once 
said that our 4th of 
July Parade was like 
a mating of the Doo 
Dah Parade with May-
berry! And you know, 
I think whoever said 
that was right. This is 
the one time of year 
and the one place that 
everybody gets togeth-
er to have fun-fun- 
fun! This year I think 
will be one of the best 
we’ve had in a long 
time. The motto this 
year is “Out of This 
World” And boy, do 
we seem like that.   

Our Rotary Club 

does a lot of the things 
that get done here 
behind the scenes. I’ve 
had the honor of work-
ing with the S-T Ro-
tary Club even though 
I was a member of 
the Crescenta-Canada 
club. But it doesn’t 
matter. What matters 
is that our friends and 
neighbors get a chance 
to let their hair down 
and march or drive 
or ride down Foothill 
Boulevard with thou-
sands of people watch-
ing.  

This is the Rotary 
Club’s 39th Annual 
4th of July Parade. 
And that means that 
we’re going to have 

some 
pretty old people in 
it. I’m looking for 
a Rascal Brigade of 
senior citizens doing 
wheelies and burning 
doughnuts going down 
the road. But what 
the heck — it’s time 
for everyone to get to 
know each other and 
have fun. Towards the 
end of the parade, the 

LAFD 
and the volunteer fire 
water-truck opens 
their valves and spray 
the kids (and adults 
who are brave enough) 
to get wet. And yes, 
you can officially say 
“It’s The Water!” 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Sierra Perez May Have Set 
New World Record
Continued from Page 1

Ryan Howard Helbing 
of Sunland-Tujunga, CA 
(91040), has received his 
degree from The University 
of Alabama: Bachelor of 
Science in Commerce & 
Business Administration. 
UA awarded some 5,716 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 3-5.

With a beautiful cam-
pus, dozens of challenging 

academic programs, ex-
pert faculty and numerous 
opportunities for service and 
growth, The University of 
Alabama is a place where 
legends are made. UA offers 
its students a premier edu-
cational, cultural and social 
experience with more than 
200 undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs.

Ryan Howard Helbing of 
Sunland-Tujunga Awarded 
Degree from UA

Jennifer Trosper, a JPL 
engineer, is this year’s 
Rotary Club Grand Marshall!

Her work is “out of this world”

Our local oli-
garch Arnie 
Abrahamian 

has taken on his largest 
project so far.  Leasing 
the old Bonners Equip-
ment Rental proper-
ty at 6935 E. Foothill 
Blvd. from Owner Tim 
Morelli, this proper-
ty that is zoned for a 
planned development 
for multi-family dwell-
ings had an asking 
price of $6M. 

With a combined 
approximate size of 
40,246 (32,590 square 
feet of LAC2 and 7,656 

square feet of LARD3) 
square feet from sev-
en parcels, the lot 
has a slight slope and 
rests North of the 210 
Freeway. The existing 
buildings consist of a 
main retail building 
along with two rear ga-
rage/storage structures. 

With a zoning of 
LAC2 and LARD3, a 
builder will have the by-
right allowance to build 
a total of 81 apartment 
units. With the usage 
of the California State 
density bonus program, 
a builder will have the 

opportunity to build 114 
units (Buyer to Verify). 
Along with the increase 
in unit allowance, a 
builder will be allowed 
other "on-menu" incen-
tives that may be con-
firmed with the City 
of Los Angeles.   There 
were multiple tenants 
paying gross monthly 
rents of approximately 
$17,800.   Yet, only Arnie 
had the vision to create a 
bakery-café and possible 
night club.

It finally looks like a 
win-win situation for 
Sunland-Tujunga.■

Arnies Bakery on 
The Boulevard!

The New Look for Foothill Blvd.

NOTE:  For those of you who 
wonder what I do with my 
spare time, from the year 

2000 to the present, as I covered the 
fire incidents within the Los Ange-
les County, I stored the images by 
the name of the fire(s) and not by 
date.  The fire activity listed by name 
are “dated” by opening up the actual 
folder.  All these fires were over 1,000 
acres.

1. STATION FIRE – 2009
2. MAREK - 2016
3. SAND FIRE – 2016
4. THOMAS FIRE – 2017
5. LA TUNA FIRE – 2017
6. CREEK FIRE - 2017

7. CAMP FIRE – 2018
8. WOOLSEY FIRE – 2018
9. SAN GABRIEL COMPLEX 

FIRE – 2018
10. BOBCAT FIRE - 2020
11. LAKE FIRE – 2020
12. DIXIE FIRE – 2021
13. BRIDGE FIRE – 2024
14. HUGHES FIRE – 2025
15. HURST FIRE – JAN 7, 2025
16. EATON FIRE – JAN 7, 2025
17. WOODLEY FIRE – JAN 8, 2025

We also did people and animal res-
cue during the Station, Camp and 
Sand Fires.  Some fires are not listed 
because they were out of Los Angeles 
County.■

MAJOR WILDFIRES 
SINCE  2009
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ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD

CRIME MAPPING
ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON 231610544
6600 BLOCK  VALMONT ST
7/27/2025 @ 9:10 PM

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON  231610545
6600 BLOCK  VALMONT ST
7/27/2025 @ 9:10 PM

BURGLARY FROM VEHICLE  
231610506
ST ESTABAN ST  &  HAINES 
CANYON AV
7/27/2025 @ 9:00 AM

THEFT FROM VEHICLE 
231610509
10500 BLOCK  LANGMUIR AV
7/21/2025 @ 6:00 PM 

THEFT - PETTY 231610415
FOOTHILL BL  &  WHITE-
GATE
7/24/2025 @ 4:45 PM

VEHICLE, STOLEN  231610398
7200 BLOCK  VIVA DR
7/22/2025 @ 9:11 PM

THEFT, PETTY: From Auto 
923-01287-1299
7600 BLK VALMONT ST, TU-
JUNGA, CA 91042
7/15/2025 @ 3:10 AM 

VEHICLE, STOLEN  231610356
10200 BLOCK  WILSEY AV
7/22/2025 @ 7:00 PM

VEHICLE, STOLEN  231610286
10400 BLOCK  NEWHOME AV
7/18/2025 @ 5:00 PM

VEHICLE,  231610242
10500 BLOCK  WILSEY AV
7/18/2025 @ 6:30 PM

BURGLARY  231610233
7700 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
7/18/2025 @ 6:00 PM

ROBBERY 231610223
8300 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
7/18/2025 @ 10:10 AM

VEHICLE, STOLEN 231610206
10200 BLOCK  FERNGLEN AV
7/18/2025 @ 7:45 AM

BURGLARY  231610199
10000 BLOCK  COMMERCE 
AV
7/18/2025 @ 2:39 AM

THEFT - PETTY  231610200
10100 BLOCK  FERNGLEN AV
6/27/2025 @ 3:00 PM

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON 231610133
ORO VISTA ST  &  BIG TU-
JUNGA CANYON RD
7/15/2025 @ 7:45 PM

BURGLARY 231610113
7600 BLOCK  VALMONT ST
7/15/2025 @ 3:10 AM

SPOUSAL (cohab) ABUSE  
10600 BLOCK  SHERMAN 
GROVE AV
7/15/2025 @ 1:25 AM

BURGLARY 231610123
8200 BLOCK  FOOTHILL BL
7/11/2025 @ 1:00 PM

LAco Supervisors Consider 
Banning Law Enforcement 
Officers from Physically 
Concealing Identity

Los Angeles County attorneys were 
directed on Tuesday, July 29, to 
draft an ordinance prohibiting 

law enforcement — including federal 
immigration agents — from wearing 
masks or any type of disguise while con-
ducting operations within unincorpo-
rated parts of the county.

A majority of the L.A. County Board 
of Supervisors directed the County 
Counsel’s Office to write a county law 
that would unmask federal agents while 
conducting anti-immigration raids, 
such as those from the Department of 
Homeland Security and Immigration 
& Customs Enforcement (ICE), and 
require agents to wear visible identifi-
cation and show their agency affiliation.

But questions of enforcement as well 
as whether the county has jurisdictional 
powers over a federal agency, certainly 
clouds any proposed county law, caus-
ing Supervisor Kathryn Barger, the only 
Republican on the board, to abstain 
from the vote. The measure was ap-
proved 4-0.

Raids of mostly Latino residents have 
taken place since June 6. Workers have 
been arrested at car washes, at home im-
provement stores, medical facilities and 
some simply chased down public streets 
or plucked from an LA Metro bus stop. 
Many raids are done by disguised in-
dividuals donning sunglasses, wearing 
cloth face masks known as balaclavas, 
with no badges and refusing to identify 
themselves when asked.

“People are being stopped every single 
day by individuals still covering up their 
faces, not showing badges, in unmarked 
cars and throwing people to the ground 
without a warrant,” said Supervisor Hil-
da Solis, a co-author of the motion. “I 
think it is unreasonable search and sei-
zure and I know it is a violation of our 
civil rights.”

ICE and DHS have responded to the 
criticism, saying the agents are arrest-

ing illegal residents who are violent and 
guilty of crimes. But as of June 29, ICE 
had detained 57,861 people, but about 
71.7%  had no criminal convictions, 
while about 30% had criminal records. 
This despite President Donald Trump’s 
claim the raids would be arresting “the 
worst of the worst.”

But the county’s proposed ordinance 
cannot stop the ICE raids. Instead, it in-
tends to make them more transparent 
and democratic, said Supervisor Lind-
sey Horvath.“They should not hide. 
They should not conceal. If the work 
they are doing is supposedly in the best 
interest of the public, why do they feel 
the need to hide?” she said.

Supervisor Janice Hahn, a co-author 
of the motion, said the federal agents 
should conduct themselves just as local 
police, county sheriffs and other law en-
forcement operating in L.A. County.

“In contrast, our local law enforce-
ment always show their faces, identify 
themselves to the public. ICE should be 
held to the same standards,” Hahn said.

An overwhelming number of the 
public who spoke at the hearing favored 
the ordinance. Some said unidentified 
men running after people and arresting 
them — including taking mothers from 
their children — has created pervasive 
fear among the immigrant communi-
ties in the county, keeping many from 
going to the grocery store or attending 
their child’s graduation.

“When agents pull up in masks, no 
badge, no name, dressed like a tactical 
mystery, what we get is fear, not safety,” 
said Joey King, a county resident.

Maya Daniels, representing the Trans 
Latina Coalition, added: “There’s no 
reason for law enforcement of any kind 
to conceal their identities. It only shows 
their actions are shameful and hidden.”

An ordinance will come back to the 
board in about two months. That may 
be a difficult ordinance to write, consid-
ering the legal obstacles, according to 
the Office of County Counsel.■

By Steve Scauzillo | sscauzillo@
scng.com | Daily News

The ICE men hiding their faces.
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Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com

Lentil Stew with Sausage

by Chef ranDy

 Lentils are low in cal-
ories, high in fiber, high 
in protein and have ze-
ro trans fats. This ba-
sic lentil recipe is simple 
and easy to prepare. Just 
put all the ingredients in-
to a slow cooker and the 
chow down 4 hours lat-
er. The vegetarian sau-
sage adds depth and tex-
ture for a hearty stew. 
It’s especially good on 
a cold winter night.

Ingredients:

1½ cups lentils (black 
lentils are good but 
any lentils will do)
1 package Light-
life Smart Sausag-
es Italian Style (cut in-
to ½-inch pieces)
2 cups sweet 
corn kernels
3 stalks celery (thin-
ly sliced)
3 carrots (cut in-
to one-inch pieces)
1 medium on-
ion (chopped)
15-ounce can diced to-
matoes (including liquid)
2 cloves garlic (minced)

1 tablespoon Bet-
ter Than Bouillon 
(vegetable base)
4 cups vegetable broth 

Instructions:
 Plug in your slow cook-
er and set the heat to high. 
 Rinse the lentils and 
cull out small stones 
and debris. Add the len-
tils and all other in-
gredients to the crock-
pot. Cook for 4 hours. 
 This makes a meal all 
by itself but is even better 
and more nutritious when 
accompanied by rice.

For additional recipes, see Chef Randy’s website at 

valley-vegetarian.com

Los Angeles, CA — 
Thousands will gather on 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. for the San Fernando 
Valley’s second annu-
al Interfaith Solidarity 
March. The mile-long 
march, originally planned 
to begin at St. Bernardine 
of Siena Church in Wood-
land Hills, will instead 
start at Temple Aliyah 
(6025 Valley Circle Blvd., 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), proceed to Wood-
land Hills Presbyterian 
Church(5751 Platt Ave-
nue, Woodland Hills, CA 
91367), and end at Ezzi 
Masjid Mosque (5701 
Platt Avenue, Woodland 
Hills, CA 91367) where 
dinner will be served. 
The L.A. City Clerk and 
League of Women Voters 
will do voter registration 
at the start and end of the 
event. Shuttle service will 

be provided throughout 
the march. Guests include: 
faith-based leaders from 
Los Angeles, L.A. City 
Councilmember Bob Blu-
menfield, California State 
Assemblymember Jesse 
Gabriel, and thousands of 
local residents.

“Now more than ever, 
regardless of religion, race 
or creed, we need to come 
together, share our stories 
and work towards a bet-
ter future for our city and 
country,” said Los Angeles 
City Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield. “I am proud 
to once again join thou-

sands of folks from across 
our region for the Interfaith 
Solidarity March. We need 
to do everything we can to 
foster empathy, unity and 
encourage people to join 
the political process – we 
need to get everyone off 
the sidelines.”

The march is hosted 
in conjunction with local 
congregations from many 
faith traditions. It is ex-
pected to draw more than 
2,000 participants from 
throughout the San Fer-
nando Valley and the City 
of Los Angeles. Everyone 
is invited to attend.

Thousands to Participate In San Fernando 
Valley Interfaith Solidarity March to Foster 
Understanding, Collaboration and Unity
The march will foster understanding, collaboration, and unity while highlighting 

the importance of civic participation and compassion for those in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Interfaith 
Solidarity Network (ISN) and/or the march  
e-mail Cantor Mikbe Stein at hazzanstein@
templealiyah.org, Marsha Novak at marlynov@gmail.
com, and/or visit: https://www.facebook.com/ISN.
SFV/, https://twitter.com/ISN_SFV, and https://www.
instagram.com/interfaithsolidarity/
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Cynthia Urias, Kameron Hines, Barbara Cordova Oliver 
and Guillermo Quiroz joined together to help Shadow Hills 
Property Owners Association with the cleanup last weekend.

Homelessness, Saving Lives 

D
what calls them to action. 

 “100 years ago, when a 
city our size would have 

have a department that 
was exclusively devoted to 

department spends less than 
one percent of their time 

-
partment representative“99 
percent of their time is on 
emergency medical and 25 
percent of their time is on 
dealing with homelessness.”

Brian Humphrey, a Public 

city said:  “We average four 

in the North East Valley, 
yet the Fire Department 
responds to over 17,000 
emergency calls a year. 
Many of these calls, about 
20-25 percent of our 911 
call volume, are about peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness. The Fire Department 
responds to medical, vehicle 
accidents and other emer-
gencies, including reports of 
‘man down’ or a person in 

distress.” Humphrey adds, 
“More often than not, when 
our crews arrive the person 
has already left, is sim-
ply asleep or suffers from 
chronic medical conditions 
that do not involve imme-
diate treatment or transport 
to an emergency room. We 
now have a Fire Captain on 
special assignment working 
with our Police Homeless 
Liaison Program (HLP) 
Team, our Human Services 
Division and other County 

to work on more effective 
ways to prevent and handle 
these calls.”

The LAFD isn’t the 

responds to such a high per-
centage of medical related 
emergencies. According to 
Humphrey, “More than four 

are medical related.   Ap-
proximately 85 percent of 
our daily activity relates to 
emergency medical ser-
vices. The remainder are a 

-
ed services which would 

diminished over the years 
due to building codes, 
public education, and safer 
appliances, there’s still a 

the city.” 
Growing public aware-

ness has also had an impact 

Westside as well. 
“Fires, while more rare 

today because of advanced 
building codes, effective 
inspections and public 
education, still pose a 
constant threat in an urban 
environment. That’s why 
we still maintain our crews 
and equipment in constant 
readiness even as they 
respond to a wide range of 
other calls, plus they ob-

line of response for natural 
and man-made disasters 
as well as mutual aid for 

-
phrey said. “The world has 
obviously changed in the 
last 100 years. The role of 

and other services continue 
to evolve.”

There was a real team 
effort to spruce up the 

neighborhood of Shadow 
Hills on Sunland Boulevard 
this past Saturday. Cynthia 
Urias, the Shadow Hills 

-

cleanup. 
The Scientology Volun-

teer Ministers (VMs) joined 
up when VM Barbara Cor-

the clean-up from Cynthia. 
Barbara offered the help 
of other VMs she knew, 
including Shadow Hills 
resident Kameron Hines, 
who is the VM director at 
the Church of Scientology 
of Los Angeles. The VMs 
had also helped with the 
clean-ups after the Creek 
Fire struck the Sunland and 
Shadow Hills area last year 
and are often on the scene of 

many natural disasters.
Around fourteen people 

answered the call all togeth-
er. They launched from the 
Shadow Hills Presbyterian 
Church and headed West 
on Sunland Blvd for many 
miles. Several trimmed the 
overgrown brush along the 
way, while others picked 
up the trash that was strewn 
about on the sidewalk and 
even spruced up a shopping 
center parking lot that was 
full of litter.  They improved 
the overall image of the en-
vironment, creating a visible 
difference. 

-

US  More information on 
the VMs can be obtained at 
www.volunteerministers.
org.

Shadow Hills Gets a Clean 
Up from United Groups

When Will Funds 
Stolen from 
Social Security be 
Replaced?

Dear Rusty: When will the 
funds stolen from the SS 
Fund be replaced? They used 
Social Security when the 
government ran out of mon-
ey and used it for illegals. I 
think the funds should be re-
placed except for legitimate 
payments to Social Security 
recipients. This money was 
never meant to be used by 
the federal government to 
pay their bills. Signed: Con-
cerned Senior  
Dear Concerned Senior: I 
must tell you that no funds 
have ever been “stolen” from 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration (despite the persistent 
myth). All money received by 
SS (from payroll taxes, interest 
on investments, and income 
tax on SS benefits) is - and 
always has been - immediate-
ly converted to special issue 
government bonds (invest-
ments) which are held in the 
Social Security Trust Funds, 
and which pay interest (at the 
current federal bond rate). 

Those 
bond investments held 

in reserve have been, and are, 
used only to pay benefits to 
those who have earned them 
by contributing to Social Se-
curity via payroll taxes for at 
least 10 years (40 quarters). 
Only US citizens and legal 
residents can get Social Se-
curity benefits (illegal aliens 
cannot receive Social Security 
benefits).   
For information, repayment 
of the special issue bonds held 
in SS reserves occurs every 
day, because incoming rev-
enue has been insufficient to 
pay all Social Security bene-
fit costs for several years now, 
which means that the bonds 
must be redeemed regularly 
so that full benefits can be 
paid to all SS recipients who 
have earned them. There were 
about $2.8 trillion in SS re-
serves as of the end of 2023, 
but that balance is steadily de-

creas-
ing (due to being re-

deemed to pay full benefits). 
As of the last report by the 
Trustees of Social Security, 
the reserves will be depleted 
in about 2033, unless Con-
gress passes reform legisla-
tion to restore SS to full sol-
vency.   
FYI, the Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens 
(AMAC) is working hard 
to prevent depletion of the 
Trust Fund, suggesting to 
Congress a way to reform the 
program so future genera-
tions can fully benefit from it, 
with AMAC’s Social Security 
Guarantee proposal (see this). 
AMAC is constantly working 
to prevent depletion of the SS 
Trust Funds, which would re-
sult in an across the board cut 
in everyone’s benefit by about 
23%. AMAC works every day 
in Washington D.C. to ensure 
Social Security is here for 
many generations.■

ASK RUSTY

By AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Mature 
American Citizens.
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by AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor Russell 
Gloor, Association of Ma-
ture American Citizens        

Dear Rusty: I will reach 
my full retirement age 
(FRA) in September of 2020 
at age 66. My wife will be 
64 at that time and will start 
drawing her SS at 1/2 of my 
benefit because it will be 
more than hers, even if she 
reached her FRA. My ques-
tion is, I know I will need 
to sign up for Medicare Part 
A this year at age 65 but do 
I need Part B at this time? 
Both myself and my wife 
work for the same company 
and have insurance through 
them. I will have insurance 
for one more year through 
the company until I retire 

at 66. Another question is 
when I retire at 66 and my 
wife retires at age 64 at 1/2 
my benefit, will she be able 
to sign up for Medicare 
because she is drawing SS 
benefits? Or will she have to 
wait until 3 months before 
she turns 65? Signed: Plan-
ning Our Retirement

Dear Planning: Sign-
ing up for Medicare when 
you turn 65 is optional if 
you have creditable em-
ployer coverage. If you 
enroll in Part A, and you 
have a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) you and 
your employer must both 
stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse        
  Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District
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stop contributing to it the 
month before you turn 65. 
Whether you should take 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for doctors and other 
outpatient services) at age 
65 depends upon whether 
your healthcare coverage 
through your employer is 
considered a “creditable” 
alternative to Medicare Part 
B coverage. Generally, if 
it’s a group plan with more 
than 20 participants it will 

be considered creditable, 
but you should check with 
your HR department to 
make sure. Assuming your 
employer cov-
erage is “cred-
itable,” you can 
defer enrolling 
in Part B until 
your employer 
coverage ends. At 
that time, you’ll 
enter a “special 
enrollment period” 
during which you can enroll 
in Medicare Part B (and Part 
D drug plan) without a late 
enrollment penalty. You can 
enroll in Part B (and Part D) 
a little before your employer 
coverage ends so as to avoid 
any lapse in health care 
coverage.

If your wife claims her 
Social Security benefit at 
age 64 when you claim your 
SS at age 66, her own ben-
efit will be reduced, and her 
spousal benefit will also be 
reduced from 50% of yours 
because she is claiming 
the spousal benefit earlier 
than her full retirement 

age. Any time any Social 
Security benefit is claimed 
earlier than one’s 

full retirement age it 
is reduced. Taken 2 years 
before her FRA, your wife’s 
spousal benefit will be about 
42% of yours, not 50%.

Your wife cannot enroll 
in Medicare simply because 
she is collecting Social 
Security; she’s not eligible 
for Medicare until she is 65 
(she can enroll 3 months 
earlier for coverage to start 
the month she turns 65). 
If your wife retires from 
work before she is eligible 
for Medicare, she may use 
COBRA coverage until 
she reaches age 65 and her 
Medicare coverage begins. 
If your wife claims her 

Social Security to start when 
she retires at 64, she will 
be automatically enrolled 
in Medicare Parts A and 
B just prior to her turning 
65 years of age, but if she 
continues to work and still 
has creditable employee (not 
COBRA) healthcare cov-
erage from her employer 
at that time and wishes to 
delay enrolling in Part B 

(to avoid the premium), she 
can do so until her employer 
coverage ends. Then when 
her employer coverage 
ends, she should enroll in 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D plan) during her special 
enrollment period so as to 
avoid any future late enroll-
ment penalties.

Finally, you should both 
be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A (hospitalization cover-
age) because it is required 
to collect Social Security 
benefits after age 65. Medi-
care Part A coverage is free 
for anyone who is eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits.

ASK RUSTY   Confused about Working, Medicare and Spouse          Benefits

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!

Each and every year, as 
we celebrate the 4th 

of July, it is easy to forget 
that this uniquely Ameri-
can holiday represents so 
much more than barbecues, 
fireworks and going to the 
beach. It represents our 
triumphant battle against 
tyranny and the struggle 
to free ourselves from the 
control of others.

In the 243 years since 
we first claimed our “un-
alienable right” to “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” Americans have 
continued to declare our 
independence and to assert 
the principle of universal 
equality in so many ways. 
It might mean speaking out 
on behalf of those who are 
persecuted because of their 
race, religion, gender or 
sexual orientation.

Or it might mean promot-
ing the ideals of freedom 
and democracy at home and 
abroad.

No matter how you look 
at it, this great nation is 
unlike any other. And by 
the same token, every man, 
woman and child who calls 
it home is also different. But 
let us remain united in our 
differences.

Today, let’s commemo-
rate the birth of the U.S. by 
reaffirming our commitment 
to freedom and equality for 
all. These are the basic prin-
ciples that our country was 
founded upon, and as long 
as we strive to uphold those 
principles, we will never 
forget the true meaning of 
independence.

Happy Birthday, America!  
Luz Rivas, Assemblywom-

an – 39th District

“The Fantastic 
Four: First Steps”

The “First Steps” part of the title of the new 
“Fantastic Four” movie is misleading. We 
don’t see the superhero quartet take their 

first steps, not as changed individuals and not 
as a team. The movie takes place four years after 
a space anomaly altered the DNA of astronauts 
Reed “Mister Fantastic” Richards (Pedro Pascal), 
Ben “Thing” Grimm (Ebon Moss-Bachrach), 
Johnny “Human Torch” Storm (Joseph Quinn) 
and his sister, Sue “Invisible Woman” Storm 
(Vanessa Kirby). Fortunately, the alterations 
turned out to be mostly positive, and the team 
uses their newfound gifts to better the planet of 
Earth-828. 
The team certainly uses their powers for the 
greater good, but they don’t rely on them as much 
as you’d think. Richards is such an outstanding 
intellectual that he barely ever calls upon his 
ability to stretch. Sue uses her diplomatic tal-
ents to broker a peace deal that has nothing to 
do with her (admittedly poorly-defined) force-
field powers. Johnny tries to prove his worth to 
the others by tackling problems without relying 
on his fire powers. Ben is more than happy to 
lend his rock-body to issues that require phys-
ical force, but he’s just as happy to live as nor-
mally as he can. The team is certainly good for 
fighting off the occasional supervillain, but they 
also motivate the inhabitants of Earth-828 to do 
good with their own lives so they don’t need to 
rely on superheroes. 
Of course, sometimes the world needs the Fantas-
tic Four at their most Fantastic. As couple Reed 
and Sue are preparing to welcome a baby, extra-
terrestrial being Shalla-Bal (Julia Garner), later 
known as the Silver Surfer, arrives on Earth-828. 
She’s there to herald the impending arrival of 
planet-eating giant Galactus (Ralph Ineson). Nice 
of her to give everyone a chance say goodbye to 
their loved ones, though I don’t see why Galactus 
needs a herald to give away the element of surprise.

Please see "The Fantastic Four: First Steps"
on Page 8

By Bob Garver
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"The Fantastic Four: First Steps"
continued from page 7

The Four won’t stand for their entire 
world to be eaten, so they go on a space 
mission to try to reason with the hungry 
humongoid. He’s willing to cut a deal: he’ll 
spare the planet in exchange for Reed and 
Sue’s baby, which may have an all-power-
ful combination of his parents’ powers.

The team refuses to hand over the baby, 
of course, but that does leave them with the 
residual problem of Earth being doomed. 

Can the Fantastic Four save their world 
from a villain the size of a skyscraper? 
Do the Marvel Cinematic Universe and 
its Disney overseers want to keep mak-
ing money off of these characters? 

Story-wise, there’s not much new here, 
other than maybe how little action there 
is for a superhero movie. There’s a chase 
scene midway through the movie, and 
a typical-of-the-MCU battle involving 
a big glow-y thing at the end, but other 
than that we see little more than quick 
bursts and highlights. The Four actual-
ly try to stop Galactus by calling upon 
help from civilians on a global scale. I 
seriously doubt that enough people on 

our Earth would be willing to chip in 
and make these sacrifices, but remem-
ber, this movie doesn’t take place on 
Earth, it takes place in a parallel uni-
verse on Earth-828. 

The appeal of “The Fantastic Four: First 
Steps” doesn’t lie in the likeable-but-fa-
miliar heroes, it lies in the setting of 
Earth-828. The world looks like what 
people in the 1960’s thought the world 
would look like in 2025. Technology has 
advanced and there are things like flying 
cars, but style and decoration have re-
tained what I would call a retro aesthet-
ic. Yes, there’s even an agreeably-chirpy, 
charmingly-cumbersome robot servant 
in the team’s headquarters. It’s the most 
memorable MCU setting since Wakanda, 
and it might even have that one beat. I can 
see why the Fantastic Four want to work 
so hard to save this world. Earth-828 el-
evates this otherwise-middling MCU en-
try into the best installment in years. 

Grade: B
“The Fantastic Four: First Steps” is rat-
ed PG for action/violence and some lan-
guage. Its running time is 115 minutes. 
Contact Bob Garver at rrg251@nyu.
edu.■ 

In late August and early September of 2009, the Station Fire ravaged the Angeles National Forest in the mountains of Los Angeles County. When the fire was 
finally contained, it had consumed 160,557 acres of national forest land and destroyed 89 residences (USDA 2009).

This just came across 
our desk last week.  
The bad thing is that 

it’s a scam.  The good thing 
is that they are “BOOK” lit-
erate and we caught it.  I’ve 
noted their poor usage of the 

English language. Things are 
getting desperate out there in 
Internet Land and it’s a matter 
of survival for these scammers 
to get money from you to live.  
Keep your eyes open and stay 
safe.■

AND YET ANOTHER 
INTERNET SCAM!


