A Quiet Thanksgiving...

Thanksgiving is one of the most fun holidays because no one expects
you to do anything but sit down and eat. That's why | really enjoy it.

I hope that all of you had a quiet Thanksgiving with your family and
friends, and had enough room in your fridge for the leftovers. Next
holiday is Christmas and Boxing Day. Enjoy.- SEE PAGE 8

A Job Well Done: William
Lloyd Hitt (1932-2022)

Tuna Canyon board member Ernie Nishii wrote, “Life is impermanent
— but his legacy will always be with us, with people who may not
remember his name but will know his impact.™ SEE PAGE 3
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Real Reform in

LA Began with
the Ousting

of Former LA
Councilman

Kevin de Leon
Who faces fine of up to
$18,750 for ethics violations

OS ANGELES (CNS) -- Former Los
LAngeles City Councilman Kevin de

Leén could be fined up to $18,750
for ethics violations stemming from three
votes in 2020-21 where he failed to disclose
his financial ties to organizations benefit-
ing from those decisions, the Los Angeles
Times reported this weekend. Two of the
votes involved hotel properties operated
by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation while
the third was linked to a housing and com-
munity development that included USC's
Keck School of Medicine.

All three votes came less than a year after
the AIDS foundation and USC, combined,
paid de Leon $264,231 in consulting fees, a
violation of a city ordinance on campaign
financing, lobbying, conflicts of interests
and governmental ethics, according to The
Times.

Please see Real Reform in LA Began with
the Outsting of Former LA Councilman
on Page 2

Another Chase
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With over 40 officers (men, women and dogs), he gave up and got a free ride to the copshop.

By David (Doc) DeMulle’

ellllN it's a giv-
Wen. After watching
the hours long chase

on TV last night, you just knew
that someone here was going
to do the same. Enter local res-
ident Brian Wheeler who stole
a motorcycle around 3:00 PM,
and off he went. First with one
cop car behind him, then a sec-
ond, then a third, all roaring up
Foothill Blvd towards Mt. Glea-
son. Our phone started ringing
as people called to report them
driving past them in Code 3.
Then Brian turned down Rho-
desia, made a U-turn and went
roaring DOWN Foothill while
the cops were trying to turn
around. Then, 10 more police
cars went roaring up Foothill

Turned left on Wingate, and
then up Jayseel. Brian made it
back up Jayseel as the cops were
roaring down it and made it to
VHS. He dumped the bike, got
onto the cam-

police joined the LAPD, the K9
Corps, the LAPD mental health
group and 30 other police offi-
cers in blocking all roads lead-
ing to VHS. Brian escaped the

cordon and

pus and climbed

made it back to

to the roof of a Ourp hone started Jayseel and Mt.
building  with ringing as people Gleason where
11i th h
cverone yE S - called to report them T roue
and  pointing s . peoples  yards
him out. driving past them in  ending up in a

I want to take
a minute to
thank the 2 ser-
geants from Div. 16 that went
out of their way to include me in
their briefing process and let me
stand in on their debriefing. Just
another fun day in old S-T.

Unfortunate for him, he was
well known on campus and they
knew who he was. The campus

Code 3.

house for sale
on Jayseel where
he refused to
come out. With over 40 officers
(men, women and dogs), he
gave up and got a free ride to the
copshop.

And there you have it. It's too
cold to go down to the garage so
I'm only posting 1 photo.

Just another day in the hood.s

www.thefoothillspaper.com
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Wag the Dog in Venezuela - Letter to Editor

By Mel Gurtov

nalysis of why
countries go to
war sometimes

argues that leaders are
motivated by problems at
home. They attack another
country to divert attention
from an economic crisis,
an unlawful act, or—as in
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the Robert De Niro mov-
ie, Wag the Dog—a sex
scandal. In recent years,
for example, Israel’s all-
out response to the Hamas
attack in October 2023
might be explained as
having been prompted by
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s political and
legal troubles. India’s brief
war with Pakistan in May
may have occurred to re-
lease domestic political
pressures in both coun-
tries. These explanations
may be off the mark, but
they appear regularly in
speculation about why
political leaders decide to
fight rather than negoti-
ate.

TRUMP'S DEEP
TROUBLES AT HOME
Now, as Pres. Trump
considers what to do with
his Caribbean armada and
Venezuela’s “narco-terror-
ist” leader, Nicolas Mad-
uro, we may be witness
to another wag-the-dog
event: US military pres-
sure on Venezuela that
could lead to a direct at-
tack if Maduro doesn't
step down. The case for
Trump to be highly moti-
vated to act out of self-in-
terest is strong. Consider:

« His approval ratings
are very low and declining
by the week—around 36
percent in overall approv-

al, with even lower ratings
on his handling of the
economy, tariffs, and the
government shutdown.

« His economic policies
have led to food and health
care inflation, declining
consumer confidence, a
very large population liv-
ing from paycheck to pay-
check, and considerable
grumbling among corpo-
rate leaders. Trump is now
flailing about for a re-

files on Epstein. It is al-
ready clear that Trump,
Attorney General Pam
Bondi, and others in
Trump’s circle have lied
about the Trump-Epstein
relationship. Trump’s or-
der to Bondi to prosecute
his political enemies and
investigate Democrats
who knew Epstein will
probably do little to dis-
place the Trump-Epstein
story.

It is already clear that Trump,
Attorney General Pam Bondi, and
others in Trumps circle have lied
about the Trump-Epstein relationship.
Trumps order to Bondi to prosecute

his political enemies and investigate

Democrats who knew Epstein will
probably do little to displace the
Trump-Epstein story.

sponse, such as $2,000 di-
rect payments to families
and lower tariffs on food
imports, that will assuage
people’s growing anger. It’s
desperation time.

o« The Epstein case
is about to explode in
Trump’s face. Republicans
are defecting in droves
on a vote to demand the
release of all government

o The stark corruption
in and around the White
House is a sharp contrast
with rising economic in-
equality. Trump’s crypto
currency ventures, the
East Wing demolition, the
glitzy White House par-
ties, the Argentina bail-
out, the Middle East hotel
projects—these are all bad
optics, as the spin doctors

would say.

o A blue tide is emerg-
ing: the Democrats are
getting traction on Ep-
stein, “affordability,” and
incompetence in Trump’s
cabinet. 2026 doesn’t look
promising.

o Judges around the
country are ruling against
National Guard deploy-
ments to cities and brutal
ICE tactics against immi-
grants and citizens.

WHY NOT VENEZUE-
LA?

As Trump looks around
for an off-ramp, preparing
for an attack on Venezuela
surely has come to mind.
After all, he and Pete
Hegseth have assembled
an enormous force in the
Caribbean that goes far
beyond any counter-drug
operation. Hegseth has
reinforced the mission’s
importance by giving it a
name--Operation South-
ern Spear.

Whatbetter way to show-
case the war on drugs than
to use all that firepower
and score a dramatic win
against a second-rate Ven-
ezuelan army? Trump has
also lined up the legal ar-
gument, thanks to Bondi.

Please see Wag the Dog in
Venezuela
on Page 7

Real Reform in LA Began with the
Outsing of Former LA Councilman
continued from page 2

The violations were outlined in a city
Ethics Commission staff report on
a proposed settlement following de
Ledn's admission to "four counts of
making or participating in a city de-
cision in which he held a financial in-
terest and one count of failing to dis-
close income," the report states.

In its report, the commission noted
that "de Ledn cooperated with staff
and saved Ethics Commission re-
sources by entering into this stipulat-
ed settlement before the preparation
of a probable cause report; and (2) de
Ledn has no prior enforcement histo-

ry with the Ethics Commission.
"However, enforcement staff noted
the following aggravating circum-
stances: (1) the violations in this case
are serious; and (2) the violations ap-
pear to indicate a pattern of conduct.”
A spokesperson for de Ledn said in
a statement to The Times that: "This
matter centers on disclosure -- not
personal gain. The items in question
provided homeless housing during
a pandemic and health services to
vulnerable Angelenos. They passed
unanimously, and had Councilmem-
ber de Ledn been advised that he
should recuse himself, he would have
done so without hesitation -- the out-
comes would have been the same."
De Ledn was elected March 8, 2020

to represent council District 14 and
served from Oct. 15, 2020 to Dec. 8,
2024. He was defeated Nov. 8, 2024 by
Councilwoman Ysabel Jurado after
failing to overcome the political fall-
out incurred from being heard par-
ticipating in a secretly recorded 2021
conversation in which crude and rac-
ist language was used by others.

Jurado defeated de Ledn in spite of
her own controversy that arose when
she said "F___ the police” during a
public campaign event.

Prior to his City Council term, de
Ledn served in the California state
Assembly from 2006 to 2010.

It was unclear when a final decision
would be made on whether to impose
the ethics violation fine.s
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OMG boys and girls, we’re 21 years
old. I sure didn't think we'd make it
this long, but in spite of everyone,
we'e still here. We've watched the
Sentinel, the Voice, The Foothills
Star, the North Valley Reporter, Ar-
nie’s The Boulevard, and The Record
fold and enter the realm of the dead.

I guess you could say that they are
La Prensa de las Muertas. LOL Do
you know how many editions of The
Paper are in our archives along with
over 70,000 photographs of happen-
ings in our little burb. Yes boys and
girls, for an all-volunteer newspaper,
we've done something amazing. We
fought the liars, cheaters and down-
right thieves of the Verdugo's.

We fought stupidity and culpability,
and of course, we've fought the horri-
ble traffic we have here. What was a
total disappointment to us (God &
Me) is that no one here really cares
about what's going on here. The city
screws us, our elected officials screw
us, and our citizens screw each oth-
er. Somewhere we lost sight of what a
community is all about.

Look around you. Once upon a
time, we had real activists (most are
dead now). We had one “voice in the
wilderness” named Joe Carnes. He
made a fortune in Sunland-Tujunga
and he did it ethically. We had the
real STNC that enforced the

Foothills Corridor Specific Plan
that enforced building and appear-
ance regulations. They are gone now
and with them, the concept of work-
ing together.

Anyone that tried to keep Sun-
land-Tujunga honorable was quickly
removed.

The daily criminal activity stats
come across my desk and they have
no concept of reality. Rape is now
called “assault” because it is less pa-
perwork for the police.

Robbery is now reduced to bur-
glary because it is easier to categorize.

Well, boys and girls, this has been
— to quote David Frost— “The Years
That Were!” Even I couldn't begin to
figure out what was happening in our
little vortex without a play-sheet. Our
esteemed councilwoman, M-Rod
and Lloyd Hitt, made a presentation
of three plaques at the intersection of
Honolulu and La Tuna Canyon Road
commemorating the Tuna Canyon
Detention Camp that was set up to
process Japanese, German and Ital-
ians during the Second World War.

There were a lot of dignitaries
there to talk about what it meant to
them and their families. What no
one spoke of was how the Snowball
Project screwed the community out
of a “real” memorial to this infamous
site. So what did we get? How about
a metal plaque on a light standard 30
feet above the sidewalk. I guess if they
can't see it they can't steal it — right?

Oh, well, I guess that's what it all
boils down to. We no longer live in
our own little community. We live
in a concentration camp of our own
making surrounded by mental dere-
licts and druggies who will steal the
fillings out of your teeth if you give
them a chance.

Yup, we even have the lowest-class
Rotary Club in existence. Scientolo-
gy driven, they can't even afford their
yearly dues. And when it comes to
holding the annual 4th of July pa-

rade, they become a self-righteous
chamber pot of contention as to
who will be allowed in their pa-
rade. Before the Pandemic, they
even went so far as to ban entries
from The Foothills Paper and the
Crow's Nest. It was only after threats
of CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
were launched that they recanted. No
big deal, but when Lions Club mem-
ber Bren “Boo” Douglas claimed that
she had been sexually assaulted and
was not going to be in that year's pa-
rade, you could hear the laughter all
the way to Mt. Gleason. Remember
that when theycome asking for do-
nation for next years parade.

There used to be something called
the 4-Way Test that the real Rotarians
believed in. 1. ISIT THE TRUTH? 2.
ISIT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED?
3. WILL IT BUILD GOODWILL? 4.
WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL
CONCERNED? Well, they failed on
all counts.

BTW, The Foothills Paper has tak-
en over the defunct S-T Chamber of
Commerce and will be announcing
where they will be operating from.
But for now, they are getting ready
to open a new restaurant here called
“The Only Place In Town.” It will
feature real American food, created
by local chefs. We hope that it will be
another “Al Reeds” serving our com-
munity.

This is Sunland-Tujunga, and we
have a rampant problem of there be-
ing no accountability here. And ac-
countability is what it is all about. You
can'tdisciplineyour kidsbecause they
will call protective services on you.
You can't fight an attacker because

THILLS PAPER 3

the

judge will say “you should have

run away. The POTUS said it's OK
to attack journalists or if you keep
someone from screaming, it's not
rape. Can you believe this story from
a week ago? A 13-YEAR-OLD boy
was robbed near Sunland Park by a
man in his 50’s driving a red Chevy
Pickup. The man also took the boys
black & white pit bulldog.

Our Christian morals have gone
to shit. We can't help the homeless
because most are mental cases and
we have destroyed the mental health
centers. Yes boys

and girls, no one is held account-
able as they steal your lives away
from you and your children. I was
talking to a reader about the Civil
War. I asked what they thought about
the Southern Generals statues being
torn down.

She looked at me with incredibil-
ity and said “You mean the TRAI-
TORS?” Woof, I never thought of
it that way. The Confederacy was a
group of rogue states that were defy-
ing the 14th Amendment to the Con-
stitution because they wanted to keep
slaves. It doesn't matter how you look
at it, there will always be dissidents to
argue against the American way of
life. Does that mean that the January
6 rioters were just dissidents? Got to
think that one out.

And yes, it really is: THE WATER!»

A Job Well Done: Wllllam Lloyd Hitt (1932-2022)

una Canyon board member Ernie Nishii
Twrote, ‘Life is impermanent — but his leg-

acy will always be with us, with people who
may not remember his name but will know his im-
pact”

Korean War combat veteran Lloyd Hitt prom-
ised while fighting on Pork Chop Hill that if he was
spared he would work hard for good causes. Fortu-
nately for us, he survived.

After the war, Lloyd graduated from USC with a
Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy) in 1959. He then
worked at Hober’s Pharmacy in Sunland as chief
pharmacist and store manager until his retirement
in 1995.

Lloyd then noticed that the local historical soci-
ety and Bolton Hall Museum needed help, so he
volunteered. He was successfully involved in many
local community affairs as well as a poetry and
writing group. In addition, Lloyd was an influential
charter member of the Land Use Committee of the
Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council, which
originally met at Bolton Hall.

Lloyd became president of the historical society
and served in this capacity for over 10 years. During
that time he participated in many of its functions
and events. He was involved in getting several local
historical sites designated as Los Angeles Histor-
ic-Cultural Monuments, including the Weather-
wolde Castle, Blarney Castle, and the Stonehurst
neighborhood of rock houses in Sun Valley, which

Lloyd as a soldier in the Korean War.

became a Los Angeles Historic Preservation Over-
lay Zone.

Starting in 2006 with Paul Tsuneishi and the Japa-
nese American community, Lloyd spent more than
10 years compiling information and advocating for
the Tuna Canyon Detention Station site.

A critical contact was made with David Scott,
grandson of Tuna Canyons Officer-in-Charge
Merrill H. Scott, who had numerous rare photos
of this detention station. These photos became an
integral part of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station
Coalition’s traveling exhibit.

Lloyd personally guided people through this ex-
hibit when it was at Bolton Hall in the summer of
2016. He also participated in the 2017 Manzanar
Pilgrimage.

Lloyd once said, “Of the many community proj-
ects I have championed over the years, to be in-

volved with the Tuna Canyon exhibit, ‘Only the
Oaks Remain, has been the most important project
for me as it relates to the past, present, and the fu-
ture. The exhibit represents years of preparation by
people of a wide range of talents, races, and ethnic-
ities with a goal to determine what happened at the
WWII Tuna Canyon camp and more important to
educate and remind the American public that this
must never happen again.

“The timing is perfect with the world in its cur-
rent state as people are divided over race and re-
ligion. The exhibit reminds us how a few racists
coming together can spread fear that affects the
outcome of how a nation responds to war in a time
of crisis and fear. The tribal barriers have to come
down for lasting peace”

Lloyd wanted to protect the Tuna Canyon De-
tention Station (TCDS) from disappearing into ob-
scurity. Despite a lukewarm response to his initial
outreach efforts, he worked with Los Angeles city
committees and officials to obtain official recogni-
tion for the Tuna Canyon site. Eventually he and a
broad coalition of local and Japanese American ac-
tivists supported then-Councilman Richard Alar-
con and the Los Angeles City Council, who voted
to preserve one acre with oak trees of the Tuna Can-
yon site as Historic-Cultural Monument No. 1039.

As Tuna Canyon board member Dr. Russell Endo
said, “One of our guiding lights and sources of in-
spiration has passed.“s
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EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS
GUIDE

Verdugo Hills
Liquor Store
7119 Foothill Boulgvard
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Everybody needs a haircut and the only place
to go in Tujunga, is at my favorite barber.

Our 27th year here in our beautiful community. =
Locolly Owned & Operated © Local Resident
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Special Rates for Property Management t‘—'H‘FREE'ﬁ“z
LICENSED & INSURED = ESTIMATES) :g

We are the only Plumber in the Foothills that gives -~~~
Military, Fire, Police & Senior Citizen Discounts!

LIC. #770542

* Clogged Drains * Re-Pipes

* Water Heaters * Sewers

* Garbage Disposals * Slab Leaks

* Faucets * EQ Gas Valves

* Leak Repairs * Water Heater Strapping
* Remodels % Trenchless Sewers

* Tankless Water Heaters % Apartment

% Liner Repair Maintenance

* Home Plumbing Inspection * Camera Inspection

SERVICES:

818.723.7334 |2

www.RavePlumbingandRooter.com

[HIIW HIRING | PLEASE CALL FOR IIITEIWIEW!]
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HARMONY PABMS HARMONY FARMS

2824 FOOTHILL BLVD. LA CRESCENTA, CA91214 || | |8 o -l

© WILD GAME
'PROCESSING

Check out the largest selection of all
natural, minimally processed game meats

We Carry New Zealand WE CAN
Farm Raised Elk & Vension PROCESS YOUR
g ! '.:. . e L ANIMAL
¥ YES WEDO  GAMEBIRDS ..,
SMOKED PHEASANT
Fresh Free Range
AND HAM < iy « BUFFALO
H '3 Turk e WILD BOAR
armony rarms 1urxKeys NOW AVAILABLE « ANTELOPE
[1 = ”
available for your dinner parties—all sizes Kobe-Style * KANGAROO
Australian « ALLIGATOR
* OSTRICH

100% Certified Berkshire Pork
Whole Suckling Pigs - Special Order
Duck * Goose

Pl

818-248-3062 ||\

2824 FOOTHILL BLVD.

Ay LA CRESCENTA, CA 91214

@ 818-248-3068 » 818-248-0361 FAX
MoN-FRI 7AM - 8PM

SAT 7AM - 7PM * SUN 8AM - 6PM

DROP-OFF HOURS M-F AFTER 2:30PM

L
For the absolute best steak, gef Harmony Farms’

Australian “Kobe-style” Wagyu Beef!

H.F. Meats, Inc.

HAIINMONY FARMS
Raw Meat fms M

Commg.

(Really good ones, too.)

OUR TURKEYS DON'T DO DRUGS
FREE RANGE * NO ANIMAL PROTEIN * ANTIBIOTIC FREE

“Harmony Farms provides raw meat HARMONY PARMS

for pets because we believe that it's | B 524 roorhi bivp, LA crescenTs, ca o114
their natural way of eating.”
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/\ ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD
The LA Crime Picture is Not Pretty

By DENNIS P. ZINE

antZ and RaveZ - As the
months pass and we ap-
proach the end of 2022, the

Los Angeles City crime picture con-
tinues to claim more victims as re-
flected by the October 29th LAPD
crime statistics.

Note that when crime victims fail
to report an incident to the police
and fail to complete a crime report
actual crime statistic numbers are
not accurate. I urge everyone who
becomes a crime victim to report
the incident to the police and com-
plete a crime report and obtain a
“DR” number. Many crime reports
can be completed on-line without
going to a police station. The re-
ports are used along with various
other factors to determine the num-
ber of police personnel assigned to
the 21 community patrol and spe-
cial divisions located throughout
Los Angeles.

The October 29th LAPD Citywide
COMPSTAT Profile lists the current
crime trends as we approach the end
of 2022. The murder rate continues
to increase along with many other
crime categories.

2020 vs 2022 LAPD Crime Statis-
tics

--Homicide is up +14.6%
329 victims.

--Robberyisup +16% with 7,716
victims.

--Aggravated Assaults are up
10.7% with 17,010 victims.

--Burglary is up +5.1% with
11,961 victims.

--GTA is up +23% with 21,745
stolen vehicles.

--Shots Fired is up +17.9% with
2,689 reports.

--Shooting Victims are up +12%
with 1156 victims.

--All arrests are down -10.0%.

Angeles County Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl FINALLY found some time
with nearly 8 years in office to visit
the San Fernando Valley to dedicate
the Multi-Million Dollar Los An-
geles River Headwaters Pavilion in
Canoga Park as she prepares to re-
tire from office in a few days.

It was an overcast day in Cano-
ga Park when 8 - year L.A. County
Board of Supervisor member Shei-
la Kuehl must have finally found
the map to get to the San Fernan-
do Valley and Canoga Park. The
Supervisor joined a small group of
people who gathered and joined in
the ground-breaking dedication of
the Los Angeles River Headwaters

with

2% Pt T

- il

Pavilion designed by famed archi-
tect Frank Gehry. The Pavilion is
scheduled to be constructed along
Bassett Street near Canoga Avenue
adjacent to the 51-mile Los Angeles
River. As I approached the location
of the dedication, I noticed county
crews blocking the street hard at
work cleaning up the piles of trash
and clutter associated with the
homeless camp located along Bas-
sett Street and adjacent to the L.A.
River. There were a number of trash
trucks, hazardous
material crews and
a large team of L.A.
County Personnel
trying to spruce up
the area that has
become one more
trash filled home-
less encampment in
the San Fernando

Note that when
crime victims fail to
report an incident
to the police and fail
to complete a crime
report actual crime

and white flag with a Blue Stripe as
the team ran onto the field. The flag
was intended to show support of
Law Enforcement and has become
very popular with law enforcement
personnel and those supporters of
law enforcement across America.
The Saugus High Team wanted to
show their appreciation for law en-
forcement officers who responded
to a school shooting at Saugus High
in 2019. There were three students
killed and two wounded in the at-
tack.

There is current-
ly a controversy by
some  communi-
ty members who
don’t support law
enforcement  per-
sonnel being recog-
nized with the Blue
Stripe that adorns

Valley. statistic numbers are  the special Flag.

. The Multl-Mll- not accurate. I can say as a cur-
lion-dollar  project rent member of
L]
will bring the fol- law  enforcement

lowing amenities to the area: Bath-
rooms, Shade Canopy, Drinking
Fountain, Bicycle Racks, Benches,
Lighting and Signage.

Once the city finally addresses
the homeless encampments in the
neighborhood along Bassett Street,
the Los Angeles River Headwaters
Pavilion might be a nice place to
visit with your family and friends.

God Bless America and the Land
of the Free

It all began with the Saugus High
School Football Team flying a black

with over 54 years of service to the
people of Los Angeles that I sup-
port the Blue Stripe and appreci-
ate the efforts of those that respect
and recognize the dedication of law
enforcement personnel who have
come under attacks from segments
of American society in recent years.
Law enforcement leaders have
turned to body cameras and other
electronic devices to support offi-
cers who attempt to “Protect and
Serve” all people in America. All
people includes all genders, races,

religion and lifestyles.

I recently met with Mr. Joe Mes-
sina who is the Hart school board
president who fully supports the
law enforcement appreciation flag.
Joe stated that he believes it is a slap
in the face of those who came run-
ning toward danger at Saugus High
School.

The situation is not resolved since
members of the community contin-
ue to support and oppose the flying
of the flag at football games.

The Hart district Superintendent
Mike Kuhlman has directed that the
Saugus High School football team
can no longer use the Blue Line flag
at pregame ceremonies. This matter
is not over yet.

This situation reminds me of the
2019 controversy surrounding the
Betsy Ross flag. Nike announced
that it was going to release an ath-
letic shoe featuring the Betsy Ross
flag. At that time, football quarter-
back Colin Rand Kaepernick, then
the Nike spokesperson, objected
condemning the flag as a symbol of
racism and slavery. The shoe pro-
duction was halted at that time.

The situation with the Blue Line
in the flag and the Betsy Ross flag
have something in common that
undermines patriotism essential to
preserving liberty.

(Dennis P. Zine is a former and re-
tired LAPD Supervisor, former and
retired 12-year Los Angeles City
Councilman and current General
Manager at Bell Canyon in Ventura
County).s
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ASK RUSTY

By AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor Russell Gloor,

Association of Mature American
Citizens.

Dear Rusty: 1 will be retiring
early next year but my question
to you is: During the Obama
administration, payroll taxes
that employees pay were cut in
half from 6.2% to 3.1%, while
the employer's part stayed the
same at 6.2%.This continued
for around a year I think. This
was an attempt at giving peo-
ple a tax cut, which I think was
a bad idea or maybe the wrong
way to have done it. How much
damage do you think this may
have caused to Social Security?
Signed: Soon to Retire

Dear Soon to Retire:
FYI, the Obama-era
cut in the employee
portion of FICA pay-
roll taxes and SECA
(self-employment tax)
was a temporary mea-
sure, which has long
since expired. However,
the legislation which en-
abled that cut in employ-
ee FICA/SECA taxes also
included a provision to replen-
ish the Social Security Trust
Funds from the General US
Treasury in an amount equal to
the estimated loss of tax revenue
to the Trust Funds. So, in effect,
there was little or no impact on
the Social Security Trust Funds.

FYI, the Trustees of Social
Security have been projecting
for many years that the Social
Security reserves would be ful-
ly depleted in the mid-2030s,
unless Congress takes action to
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Did the Obama-era
Social Security Tax
Cuts Hurt the Program?

reform the SS program. Unfor-
tunately, Congress has not yet
taken any meaningful action
to accomplish that reform, and
the current projection from the
Trustees is that all Social Secu-
rity reserves will be depleted
in about 2033, necessitating an
across the board cut of about
21% in everyone’s benefit. Time
is running short, and we see
signs that Congress is finally
starting to seriously discuss So-
cial Security reform.

At AMAC, we have developed
and submitted to various Con-
gressional Representatives a re-
form plan which would restore
Social Security to full solvency.
You can see AMAC’s suggested
plan at www.amac.us/social-se-
curity-guarantee. And AMAC
is working every day in Wash-
ington, D.C. to promote So-
cial Security reform to

avoid future cuts in
benefits. We believe and hope
that Congress will eventual-
ly reform the Social Security
program to avoid future bene-
fit cuts but, unfortunately, not
until they can muster sufficient
bipartisanship to make the hard
choices needed. To this end,
contacting your Congressional
Representative to demand So-
cial Security reform now would
be a good thing to do. The lon-
ger Congress delays reform, the
harder the choices will be.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or fi-
nancial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration or
any other governmental entity.
To submit a question, visit our
website (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advi-
sory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

ABOUT AMAC
The 2.4 million member As-
sociation of Mature American
Citizens [AMAC] www.amac.
us is a vibrant, vi-
tal senior advocacy
organization that
takes its march-
ing orders from
its members.
AMAC  Action
is a non-profit,
non-partisan or-
ganization rep-
resenting  the
), membership
in our nation’s
capital and in local Con-
gressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC
Foundation (www.AmacFoun-
dation.org) is the Association’s
non-profit organization, dedi-
cated to supporting and educat-
ing America’s Seniors. Together,
we act and speak on the Associ-
ation members’ behalf, protect-
ing their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best
solve the problems they face to-
day. Live long and make a dif-
ference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac.s

~

Wag the dog in Venezuela
continued from page 2

As the New York Times has reported, the
justice department’s legal counsel has given
Trump precisely the justification he cites for
attacking alleged drug boats, namely; that the
US in engaged in armed conflict against the
drug cartels and “narco-terrorism.” By that
argument, taking the fight to its source must
also be legal. And since the President has
made a “determination” as to the national
security implications, presumably there is no
need to consult with or obtain the consent of
Congress.

Trumps way of dealing with foreign
affairs further lends itself to the wag-the-
dog possibility. Self-interest comes first,
the consequences of aggressive actions
last. What to do about Venezuela is above
all a personal issue, just as the Gaza peace
plan, the war in Ukraine, and the eight
other wars Trump has resolved are per-
sonal triumphs. He may pretend to be
consulting with military leaders about
options in Venezuela, but does he really
care what they say? They are interested
in strategy and the national interest, not
in protecting him and his regime. Only
Trump can protect Trump.

To be clear, wag-the-dog explanations
are alluring, but rarely persuasive. It is all
too easy to assign domestic troubles as the
reason for a foreign adventure, since all
countries have economic, political, or so-
cial problems at a given moment. Author-
itarian rule in Venezuela provides a con-
venient, well-used pretext for US action.
Maduros regime is “illegitimate”; Venezu-
elas oil wealth can be taken; drug cartels in
Mexico, Colombia, and elsewhere can be
put on notice. Yet in this instance, wag-the-
dog can't be dismissed. Not that Trump had
the idea of targeting Venezuela as a diver-
sion all along. It may only have occurred to
him in the last few days as bad news piled
up and began to seem insurmountable.
We can speculate that the failure to bury
the Epstein files is a tipping point: “T've got
to do something that takes attention away
from those files,” Trump may be thinking.
“Otherwise, the 2026 elections are lost, not
to mention my presidency.’

If nothing else, this might be a good
time to take another look at Wag the Dog.
Its relevance never seems to end.

--end--

Mel Gurtov, syndicated by PeaceVoice,
is Professor Emeritus of Political Science
at Portland State University.s



8 SATURDAY, NOV 22,2025 « THE FOOTHILLS PAPER

thefoothillspaper.com e Volume 18 « Number 84

Turn heartbreak into hope — We
need your help to make 2026 the
best year possible helping lost pets!

very lost pet represents a broken connec-
Etion—a family searching, a loyal compan-

ion missing, and a community that feels
a little less whole. Together, we can change that
story.

At Pet Search and Rescue, we believe every lost
pet deserves to be found and every family de-
serves hope, no matter their financial situation.
You can make a difference today—right from
where you are.

* WAYS YOU CAN HELP:

1. Never Give Up Hope

If your pet is missing, or your are helping in
the search for someone’s lost pet, don't lose heart.
Pets are survivors—and many are found weeks,
even months or years later. Stay consistent, keep
searching, update posters, and lean on your local
lost and found resources. Every effort matters.

2. If You See a Lost Pet—Take a Picture

If you spot an animal that might be lost, take
a quick photo from a safe distance. Post it on
your local lost and found pet pages, community
boards, and Nextdoor. A single photo can be the
key that brings a beloved pet home.

3. Donate to Support Lost Pet Searches

Help More
Lost Pets
in 2026

Your financial contribution directly funds
search efforts, equipment, and essential supplies
for families who can't afford the cost of a full re-
covery search. Each donation—big or small—
helps us reunite more pets with the people who

4. Support Your Local Lost & Found Pet
Network

Reach out to your community shelters, rescues,
and lost pet organizations. Donations of blan-
kets, crates, trail cameras, or even your time as a
volunteer can make a powerful impact.

5. Spread the Word

Share posts from your local lost and found
pet groups, encourage microchipping, and
talk to your friends about what to do if a pet
goes missing. If you know someone who would
make a great advocate for lost and found pets,
please send them our way! Awareness saves
lives!

6. Encourage Others Who Are Searching

Your words matter. A kind comment or mes-
sage of hope can remind someone theyre not
alone. Let others know you believe in happy end-
ings—because they happen every day.

Together, we can bring more pets home, com-
fort more families, and make 2026 a year of hope
and healing.

Want to help even more? Read below how you
can attend our training in December, and how
you can get involved!

Donate: paypal.me/PetSearchandRescues

love them.

Is Congress Hypocritical? - Letter to Editor

By Glenn Mollette

The American government
shutdown impacts about 1.4
million federal workers, with
roughly 700,000 furloughed and
another 700,000 deemed essential
continuing to work without pay.
This number doesn’t include the
42 million Americans who rely on
SNAP benefits.

About 13,000 air traffic control-
lers and about 50,000 TSA officers
are currently working without pay.
Once the government shutdown
ends they will receive their pay.
Most Americans live paycheck to
paycheck so this is a tough time.

The shutdown is expected to shave
0.1 to 0.2 percentage points of an-
nualized inflation-GDP growth per

week. It’s also delaying the release of
economic data, which could make
it harder for the Federal Reserve to
make informed decisions on inter-
est and monetary policy. However,
many economists believe the neg-
ative effects will be temporary and
will be recovered when normal op-
erations resume.

The major holdup is that Dem-
ocrats want a spending plan
that includes an extension of
Covid-19 pandemic-era enhanced
Obamacare subsidies. Republicans
want a spending bill first, and then
they’ll talk about the extension of
those subsidies.

During the government shut-
down, the average US congressman
makes around $14,500 per month.
Their annual salary is $174,000.

They will also receive government
health insurance. They will receive
their ongoing matching contribu-
tions paid into their retirement plan
by the government, paid time off,
free gym membership and other
perks.

US Congress members still re-
ceive salaries during a shutdown
because the 27th Amendment to
the Constitution prevents con-
gressional pay raises or decreases
during their current term. Their
salaries come from a permanent
appropriation that isn't tied to an-
nual spending bills. They are con-
sidered essential workers, even
though they’re not directly affected
by the shutdown like other federal
workers.

Most Americans think it’s unfair

for Congress to get paid during a
shutdown while federal workers
don’t. Many argue it's hypocritical
and unjust. However, there are sev-
eral members of Congress who re-
portedly have chosen to not receive
their pay until the shutdown is re-
solved.

During the shutdown, Americans
can contact their representatives to
express concerns. Donate to char-
ities helping furloughed workers.
Participate in peaceful protests/ral-
lies. Support local businesses and
national parks. Volunteer for orga-
nizations helping federal workers.
Stay informed through credible
news sources. Reach out to neigh-
bors who are federal workers to of-
fer help. Vote at the upcoming elec-
tion.=

A Quiet Thanksgiving...

ast year we had an in-
Ltimate Thanksgiving
for the TFP crew and
family members. Thanks-
giving is one of the most
fun holidays because no one

expects you to do anything
but sit down and eat. That’s

why I really enjoy it. I hope
that all of you had a qui-
et Thanksgiving with your
family and friends, and had
enough room in your fridge
for the leftovers.
iday is Christmas and Box-
ing Day. Enjoy.=

Next hol-

Our Thanksgiving dinner table.
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