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This is shake season!

The warmer weather calls to outdoors enthusiasts and
snakes alike, making encounters of the slithering kind

inevitable. Sunland-Tujunga has a variety of snakes, most
of which are harmless. The exception is California’s only
native venomous snake - the rattlesnake.- SEE PAGE 2

The Station Fire’s
17th Anniversary

More than 300 volunteers working thousands of hours
succeeded in re-opening Deukmejian Wilderness Park after
being closed for a little over a year. - SEE PAGE 3
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Do you really need to store water?

t’s really subliminal, I look around me at all
Ithe people who tell me that they have 5 to
200 gallons of water stored away, but when
I ask them how they rotate their containers or
check how “fresh” the water is, they go blank.

Every time I get a new container for emergen-
cy water storage, here are 3 things I do... By the
way, this might be a 55-gallon barrel, or a 7-gal-
lon container or a 5-gallon container that I'm fill-
ing up.

First, I fill it up with water and then dump it
out.

A lot of these containers have plastic shavings
in them, and you want to fill it up once to get all
of the shavings out of there.

Second, I fill it up again and this time I put in
a little bleach.

I add about a tablespoon of bleach per gallon
of water.

I let it sit for about 30 minutes.

Then I dump it out and I thoroughly rinse out
the container.

Third, I fill up the container for the final time
and I'm good to go.

I'm not adding any chemicals or anything at all
when I'm filling up the container this final time.
Is it 100% necessary to go through all three of
these steps?

Nope.

But it's what I personally like to do since having
fresh drinking water is one of the more critical
things in life. Look where we live, although we
have DWP providing us with clean pure(?) water,
when there is a disaster, Fire resources draw from
that same water. Pipes break and whole neigh-
borhoods go dry.

Personally, I don't usually swap out my drink-
ing water every 6 months or anything like that.

As long as it's stored in a cool and dry place,
I'll go several years without rotating the water. Of
course, I do have a water filter so that I could fil-
ter the water from my containers if I ever needed
to. You can find 55 gallon plastic containers on
the Internet or at your local car washes for about
$10.

Anyway, have a great day and now you know
my simple plan for filling up containers for my
own family.

Definitely make sure you have plenty of water
storage for your loved ones.
Stay safe. =

ENJOY FABULOUS OFFERS AND PRIZES ALL WEEKEND*

RE-OPENINGS!

> FIRST 50 SHOPPERS IN LINE RECEIVE A $10 MERCHANDISE VOUCHER (6/27, 6/28, 6/29)
> DRAWINGS FOR FLAT SCREEN TVS AND GIFT CARDS!

> FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE OF $20+ (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

6545 Foothill Blvd.

Q

Sunland Tujunga Retail Store
Tujunga 91042

Goodwill

*Offers available only at locations listed below

www.thefoothillspaper.com
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THIS IS SNAKE SEASON:!

Rattlesnakes
can cause
serious injury
to humans - on
rare occasions
even death

THE FOOTHILLS PAPER
is published bi-weekly. All
content is copyrighted and
may not be reproduced with-
out written consent of the
publisher. All submissions
to this newspaper become
property of THE FOOT-
HILLS PAPER and may not
be republished in whole or in
part. The opinions expressed

he warmer weather

calls to outdoors en-

thusiasts and snakes
alike, making encounters
of the slithering kind inev-
itable. Sunland-Tujunga has
a variety of snakes, most of
which are harmless. The ex-
ception is California's only
native venomous snake - the
rattlesnake.

Rattlesnakes can cause se-
rious injury to humans - on
rare occasions even death, as
was evidenced in May when
a rattlesnake bite killed a
Riverside County man.
While generally not ag-
gressive, rattlesnakes strike

when threatened or delib-
erately provoked, but given
room they will retreat. Most

cific, Great Basin rattle-

This squirrel eating rattler was on my front porch!

loose-fitting long pants. Do

Many a wuseful and

by contributing writers do
not necessarily express the
views of the publisher nor
staff of this newspaper. TFP
is available free of charge.
No person may, without pri-
or written permission from
TFP, take more than one
copy of each edition (stated
value: $1). Only authorized
TFP distributors may dis-
tribute THE FOOTHILLS
PAPER.
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snake bites occur when a
rattlesnake is handled or ac-
cidentally touched by some-
one walking or climbing.
Although scary, the Cali-
fornia Poison Control Cen-
ter notes that rattlesnakes
account for only about 800
bites each year with about
one to two deaths. The
Here in Sunland-Tujunga
the rattlesnake species we
can expect to find include
the Western Diamond-
back, Sidewinder, Speckled

snake and the Mojave rat-
tlesnake.

Just use common sense!
The possibility of finding a
rattlesnake shouldnt stop
anyone from venturing out-
doors, but there are several
precautions that can be tak-
en to lessen the chance of be-
ing bitten when out in snake
country - which is just about
anywhere in California.

The Dos And Don'ts
When Walking or Hiking

When hiking, stick to
well-used trails and wear

not step or put your hands
where you cannot see, and
avoid wandering around in
the dark. Step ON logs and
rocks, never over them, and
be especially careful when
climbing rocks or gather-
ing firewood. Always avoid
walking  through dense
brush or willow thickets.

Be careful when stepping
over the doorstep as well.
Snakes like to crawl along
the edge of buildings where
they are protected on one
side. Is It A Rattlesnake Or

non-threatening snake has
suffered a quick death from
a frantic human who has
mistakenly identified a go-
pher snake, racer or other
as a rattlesnake. This usu-
ally happens when a snake
assumes an instinctual de-
fensive position used to
bluff adversaries. A gopher
snake has the added unfor-
tunate trait of imitating a
rattlesnake by flattening its
head and body, vibrating
its tail, hissing and actually

rattlesnake, Red Diamond
rattlesnake, Southern Pa-

over-the-ankle

boots and Isn'tIt?

striking if approached too
closely.s

Do You Still Hear The Trumpets?-Dr. Glenn Mollette

retired friend of mine fishes

three or four times a week.

He does it because he en-
joys it and it is something to do. A
retired school teacher friend played
organized basketball until he was 85.
He played in college and enjoyed the
game his entire life.

High school kids play sports, cheer-
lead, play in the band or pursue various
activities because it is something they
want to do. There are some pursuits
in life that we feel we must do. Often
people work jobs they don't enjoy but
they need a paycheck. Sometimes you
may not really have the time to mow
the grass but if you don't the grass will
become unmanageable.

Food is an area where we have diffi-
culties. I prefer ice cream and cake but
I know I can't eat that very often. My
regular diet of choice has to be salad,
broccoli, salmon and other vegetables

and some fruit. I understand why bi-
son, elk and deer are healthier to eat.
They have a very lean diet. Elk sausage
and bison burgers are very good.

Every year, my doctor asks me if I
am still interest in doing stuff. I am. If
I had zero interest in doing anything I
don’t know how I would survive. This
may be the catch. We don’t survive very
long if we give up or have nothing that
arouses our interest. We need a reason
to get out of bed in the morning, We
need something to look forward to.
Another friend wrote a book about
hearing the trumpets in the morning.
He wrote about his zeal to get out of
bed and pursue life each day. When
we stop hearing the trumpets in the
morning is when we need to do a self-
check. We need to ask ourselves why
and determine to do something about
our apathy.

I can’t give you a list of activities or

life pursuits. Only you know what flips
your switch. Obviously it has to be
something we can do because trying to
do what we cannot do is not very ful-
filling, but maybe it would be? Maybe
learning something new might invig-
orate you? Maybe doing the same old
thing all the time is what has become
boring to you? We are creatures of
habit and often we do the same things
the same way forever. Maybe learning
a new game or activity might be stim-
ulating?

I do know doing the same thing the
same way all the time will generally
bring the same results. This may work
for you. This may not be working for
you.

Stay motivated. Do good every day.
Love God and love yourself. Keep try-
ing to be active. Go to bed tired. Hope-
fully early every morning you will hear
the trumpets.»
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You Can’t Make A Deal With
Iran!

I give our President Trump, Vice
President Vance, Marco Rubio and
everyone else an A for effort. They
have worked hard to try to bring
about Peace in the Middle East.
The negotiations have gone on
now for a long time. The problem
is Iran is incapable of keeping
an agreement with the US. The
Iranians are all about kicking the
can down the road. They love the
stall tactics. They are big talkers.
They love to keep the conversation
going and everyone engaged in
deliberation. While all the talking
is going on than this gives them
time to build a few more missiles
or plot an attack on a neighboring
country.

I want to see peace in the Middle
East. You want to see peace in the
Middle East. Most of the world
wants to see peace in the Middle
East. The main players who do
not want peace in the Middle East
are the evil leaders of Iran. The
majority of the population of Iran
wants peace. Can you imagine
how disruptive to their everyday
lives war has to be? Conlflicts in the
middle-east have been so long that
we've forgotten about them. They
didn’t affect us. We read about
them and forgot.

Unfortunately, Middle Eastern

Conflicts date back thousands of
years to Ancient Mesopotamia
(modern day Iraq). There were
conflicts between Sumerians,
Akkadians, Babylonians and
the Assyrians around 4500-539
BCE.

Ancient Egypt and Nubia,
modern day Egypt, and
Sudan  conflicts  around
2500-656 BCE. The Persian
Empire, modern day Iran,
vs. Babylonian empire. These
conflicts  lasted  around

550-539 BCE. Arab -Israel
conflicts date back to the 7th
century CE. The Ottoman empire,
modern day Turkey. Persian
Empire around 1514-1821.

If you want to go back further
you must go all the way back
to the beginning when two Old
Testament brothers linked to the
Middle East conflict are Esau and
Jacob. They were the sons of Isaac
and their conflict began when
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob
for a bowl of lentils. This led to a
perpetual hatred between the two
brothers and their descendants.
Esau’s descendants, the Edomites
becoming a source of constant
affliction for Jacob’s descendants,
the Israelites.

So, who are the Edomites today?
They have been absorbed into
various cultures and their direct

descents
are unclear. However, they are
believed to be among modern
day Jordans and Palestinians
as well as some Jewish people,
especially Sephardic Jews They
are also believed to be among
some Bedouin tribes in Jordan
and the Arabian Peninsula. These
descendants have never gotten
along well.

One of my life’s highlights
was traveling with the tribes
throughout Iran. And of course,
the United States had to try and
consolidate everyone under the
idea that EVERYONE deserved a
democracy, even if it meant killing
everyone. We have a knack for
that, and once again, we backed a
dark horse. I've forgotten so much
that they only pop up as foggy

memories.
But I remember betrayals. And

its a long list. General Draza
Mihailovich, President Ngo Dinh
Diem, President Nguyen Van
Thieu, General Nguyen Cao Kye,
Bay of Pigs Revolutionary Pepe
San Roman, and the Persian Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. And
the list will continue because as a
nation, we are totally corrupt.

The United States just can't
fathom that money is just a figment
of imagination and anything based
on it is just a game of “deals”.

Any deal with Iran is just an
opportunity for them to buy time
so they can do what they what to
do. A deal with Iran is never really
much of a deal. And of course, it’s
because of the water! =

The Station

ext week, August 21, 2026, marks the

| \ ‘ 17th Anniversary of the Los Angeles

Station Fire, the largest and deadliest

fire recorded in the history of Angeles Nation-

al Forest and the tenth largest fire in California

since 1933. Many will recall the immense thun-

dercloud that emerged over the local moun-
tains.

The Station Fire was started by workers tend-
ing an illegal marijuana grow in the Angeles Na-
tional Forest and was named for its proximity
to the U.S. Forest Service Ranger station on the
Angeles Crest Highway -2. The fire threatened
the local communities of La Canada-Flintridge,
Glendale, Acton, La Crescenta, Littlerock, Al-
tadena, Pasadena, Sierra Madre, Sunland and
Tujunga.

Lasting nearly two months, the Station Fire
was finally at 100% containment on October 16,
2009. The task required more than 4,847 firefight-
ers, 13 helicopters, 11 air tankers, 399 engines, 44
hand crews, 48 bulldozers and 43 water tenders
to contain the fire; the cost was $95,300,000. The
fire burned a total of 160,577 acres and destroyed
209 structures—89 of them being homes—and
took the lives of two Los Angeles County Fire-
fighters.

More bodies were found months after the fire
was extinguished. California firefighters and “Hot
Shot” crews from as far away as Washington were
able to save the burning slopes of Mount Wilson
from complete involvement as well as save the
threatened television, radio, cellular telephone
antennas and the Mount Wilson Observatory,

Fire’s 17th Anniversary

the latter which includes several historically sig-
nificant telescopes and multi-million dollar as-
tronomical facilities that are operated by UCLA,
USC, UC Berkley and Georgia State University.
The fierce fire left the Angeles Crest Highway
(IS 2) destroyed, left 40 miles of barely passable
lanes on Route 2, melted road signs, burned
guardrails off their wood moorings, scorched
tree limbs, and left debris and large boulders
covering the road. To date, the U.S Forest Service
has re-planted more than 4,000 acres and 23,000
trees a year on the 75 acres along the major roads
to recover the 11,000 acres which were burned
too deep in the soil and too wide-spread for nat-

ural seed regeneration. The California Depart-
ment of Transportation has spent $16.5 million
to repair the Angeles Crest Highway, which re-
opened in June 2010.

More than 300 volunteers working thousands
of hours succeeded in re-opening Deukmeji-
an Wilderness Park after being closed for a lit-
tle over a year. The hillsides were singed and the
winter storms eroded parts of the park and filled
the park with mud and debris.

Please see
The Station Fire's 17th Anniversary
on Page 5



4 SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2026 « THE FOOTHILLS PAPER

thefoothillspaper.com e Volume 18 « Number 101

Everybody needs a haircut and the only place
to goin Tujunga, is at my favorite barber.
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. —=¢ WILD GAME
PROCESSING

Check out the largest selection of all
natural, minimally processed game meats

We Carry New Zealand WE CAN
Farm Raised Elk & Vension FPROCESS YOUR

HARMONY FARMS

ANIMAL
YES WE DO GAME BIRDS . ELK
SMOKED PHEASANT  DEER
SAUSAGES SQUAB * BUFFALO
AND HAM QUAIL
* WILD BOAR
NOW AVAILABLE « ANTELOPE
“Kobe-St_yie” + KANGAROO
Australian * ALLIGATOR
Wagyu Beef * OSTRICH

100% Certified Berkshire Pork

Whole Suckling Pigs - Special Order
Duck * Goose

2824 FOOTHILL BLVD.
LA CRESCENTA, CA 91214
818-248-3068 » 818-248-0361 FAX

MON-FRI 7AM - 8PM
SAT 7AM ~ 7PM.. SUN 8AM - 6PM

DROP-OFF HOURS M-F AFTER 2:30PM

7119 Foothill Blvd.
Tujunga CA 91042

(818) 353-4641

LEARN WHAT IT TAKES...

TO BECOME 5 & ¢
PART OF THE ;‘3 o
LOS ANGELES NeT X
COUNTY FIRE
DEPARTMENT

RECRUITMENT INFORMATION SEMINAR

* Loarn bow 1o stort proporing now.

+ Review duties and decoiled responsidilities
Jor the firefighter position

« Find out whot to expect in the Fire Academy,

* Network with ocher condidiotes!

This s & free seminar, open to those
Interested In Decoming a Rrefighter.

REGISTER TODAY!

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
A Nl Community Oumraach, Racruitmant Divarsey, and lnciusies (ICORDD Secton
v .3® @ FIRE STATION 171 (341 W. Rugent Seswet, nglewocd, CA 0301)
—

L Ommasng 5 Bacruamentura 9fre Liourt, pov
LRI e fipohal 0 fewlucounty govidea Seafipner
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The Station Fire's 17th
Anniversary
continued from page 3

The fire destroyed 709 park acres.
Fire fighters were able to save the
historic oak tree in the lower por-
tion of the park. Two Los Angeles
County firefighters: Captain Ted-
mund Hall, and Specialist Arnaldo
Quinones, who were searching for
an escape route from prison Camp
16, which supervised inmates, were
killed during the fire when their ve-
hicle went over the side of the road
near Mt. Gleason. Circumstances
suggest that Hall and Quinone were
repositioning their truck on a small
path near the prison camp when

they plunged 800 feet over the side
of the road into the canyon.

During the height of the Station
Fire blaze, 6,6000 homes were under
mandatory evacuation and 12,500
homes were threatened. Eighty-
nine residences were destroyed in
Acton, La Paloma and the Vogel
Flats in Big Tujunga Canyon.

The Forest Service began imple-
menting the training and retrofit-
ting of helicopters to use at night to
fight wildfires in Southern Califor-
nia, a practice that was not in affect
during the 2009 Station Fire.

Please be fire safe and prepare for
evacuation if need be. A really bad
fire season is coming and you need
to be prepared.=

4th Annual
gummer Cook-Qy

,/ﬂcg mzrﬁl ;/rf.r 6& nter
Burgers, Beer & Band Night

Saturday
August 24

Grilled
Burgers
Sides
Dessert
(Veggie Opt.)

Classic Rock to Current Pop!

7570 McGroarty Terrace, Tujunga, CA 91042 EiiE
818-352-5285
I powty b (wae — 100% of ww m

Pt Joseph C Deed @ -

& our non-profit arts center!

HARMONY FARNS

want, Sonny will

We have Free-Range
Turkeys all year long!

818-248-3068

Whatever kind
or cut of fresh
BeQ ribs you

cut it for you!

For the absolute best steak, get Harmony

Australian “Kobe-style” Wagyu Beef!

H.F. Meats, Inc.

IIAIJIVMIINY FARMS

Raw Meat for Pets

“Harmony Farms provides raw meat
for pets because we believe that it’s
their natural way of eating.”
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72N\ ANOTHER DAY IN THE HOOD

Rural living problems!

or those who want to know
Fhow to keep rodents from
eating car wires, here are

some tips to help you do just that:

I had an emergency run and
when I tried to start the engine, all
I got was the en-
gine maintenance
light lit. Open-
ing the hood I
found this mess of
a rats nest and lots
of chewed wires.
$1,200 worth of
damage in the en-
gine compartment.

So, along with the
houseless  parking
in your driveway,
crooks stealing your
licenses plates and
catalytic ~converters,
you also have to pro-
tect against rats setting up house
in your engine compartment and
eating your wires.

I sat back and declared war on
these rasty rodents. And I won.

BEFORE you have a problem,
here’s what you can do. AFTER
cleaning out the mess and smell
and locating what wires have been
damaged (your mechanic can help
you there.)

1. SetaTrap...

2. Use a Smell or Taste
Deterrent. And no, Irish
Spring Bars of soap don't
work...

3. Park Your Car in a

Sealed Garage. ...

4. Remove Any Food

from Your Car. ...

5. Run Your
Car Regularly, at least
once a week. ...

6. Keep Leaves

Away from Your Car.

7. Leave Your
Car's Hood Up at

Night. ...

8. BUY A STICKY PAD for

your engine compartment. I like
KINGMAN GLUE TRAPS and I
get them from 99 Cent stores.s

For fun, I was sitting outside cleaning my fire and I heard a rat moving around

under the hood where I had just removed the “used” glue trap. I grabbed a CO2

fire extinguisher and put out his fire. Quick, painless and efficient (But expen-
sive).

Make Sex a Priority-Dr. Glenn Mollette

ovid-19, national ten-
sions, unemployment and
a strained lifestyle change

have been tough.

One of the best things couples
around the world can do right now
is turn off your phones and televi-
sions and have sex.

Couples more than ever need to re-
focus on sexual intimacy. The news
makes us feel bad. Politics makes us
feel bad. Religious issues drain us.
National tensions are draining us.
Unemployment, money problems,
family worries and more beat us
down. You'll feel better if you have
sex. Your relationship will be better
if you have sex.

Before you were married, you
could hardly wait to be married
so you could have sex all the time.
Years later some couples can't find
the energy, the interest or a time on
their schedule to consider sex. What
happened? Why the big change?

Life and our bodies and even in-
terests change for people. Work
weeks often take a lot out of couples
leaving them sometimes too tired.
Aging zaps us. Sickness and med-
ications bring unwanted changes
that make intimacy sometimes dif-
ficult if not impossible. Too often
people become drained, mentally
and emotionally exhausted.

The intimate experience of hot,
sweaty sex becomes a distant mem-
ory too often. He falls asleep on his
recliner, while she dozes off on the
sofa and then later to bed. Some
couples are zoned out by the time
they've finished Wheel of Fortune.

After twenty, thirty- or sixty-years
life changes. The fire and passion
that once ignited your bedroom has
long subsided. Now, it probably feels
like Antarctica as someone in the
marriage is constantly over hearting

one direction that the man may
want to go in life may be entirely
different for the woman or vice ver-
sa. Compromising or at least reach-
ing a point where there is peace and
open communication is vital.

Find something to laugh about
and make sexual intimacy a priority.
This doesn't mean you are having sex
every day. It does mean it's a part of
your life. It may not even be close to
what it used to be. It may no longer
even be spontaneous. It may become

Many years ago, I usually ran a mile under six
minutes. Today nine minutes is a real push and
usually ten minutes feels even better. The time
will likely come when I can't jog at all.

and burning up all the time while
one of the partners is freezing to
death.

Lots of little issues pop up in
marriages that come between cou-
ples. Often, it's work, money, kids,
in-laws, her kids, his kids, church
stress, moving, all the above. While
both partners would like to be in-
timate too often all the stress, fric-
tion and resentment over previous
discussions or outright arguments
drive wedges between people. The

the Saturday morning or Friday
night scheduled event that you keep
your calendar cleared for. Why not?
You schedule your dentist and your
doctor. Couples need to make sure
they have their intimate bedroom
time reserved. You will feel better,
sleep better, be less stressed and your
overall health will be better. Plus,
you'll be smiling more.

Many years ago, I usually ran a
mile under six minutes. Today nine
minutes is a real push and usually

ten minutes feels even better. The
time will likely come when I can't
jog at all. Aging happens. However,
I hope to keep moving, walking and
being active in whatever way I can.
Couples must do the same when it
comes to sexual intimacy.

The key is don't let your intimacy
die. For men today there is an ar-
senal of medication and help avail-
able. There is no reason for you to
give up. See your doctor. Your mar-
riage and your sexual intimacy that
you enjoyed for so many years does
not have to die an early death.

Make sex a priority. The kids are
important, the grandkids are im-
portant, the yard is important, the
news will replay a hundred times.
So, turn off the tv and the phone
and you and your spouse figure out
some way to have sex.

Contact him at GMollette@aol.
com. Learn more at www.glennmo-
llette.com Like his Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/glennmollette

additional biographical, Dr. Glenn
Mollette is a graduate of numerous
schools including Georgetown Col-
lege, Southern and Lexington Semi-
naries in Kentucky. He is the author
of 12 books including Uncommon
Sense. His column is published
weekly in over 600 publications in
all 50 states.=
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ASK RUSTY

Security Advisor Russell Gloor,
Association of Mature American
Citizens.

Dear Rusty: Sadly, I was in business
with my ex-husband. I'm a nurse
and he was a chiropractor. He re-
fused to pay me “on the books” and
now, at age 73, after divorcing him
due to his financial irresponsibility
(I don’t want to burden you with
the thefts that he perpetrated), [ am
stuck with a small $773 Social Se-
curity payment each month. At age
73 I am now faced with having to
go back into the workforce. Is there
anything I can do to prove that I
worked 40 years for my husband
but wasn't paid? Signed: Distressed
Divorcee

Dear Distressed: We are so sorry
to hear of your unfortunate circum-
stances. Assuming your ex-husband

| Worked for my Ex-husband but
Wasn’t Paid and now have little Social

Security; What are my options?

is now collecting Social Security re-
tirement benefits (or is at least eligi-
ble to if you are divorced at least 2
years), you should be able to collect
an ex-spouse benefit as his former
wife. In that case, you would be en-
titled to receive 50% of the Social
Security benefit he was entitled to at
his own full retirement age (because
he and you were married for over 10
years).

The way that will work is that you
would continue to receive your per-
sonally-earned $773 monthly Social
Security retirement amount earned
from other employment, but you
would also be entitled to a supple-
mental “spousal boost” to bring
your payment up to half of the SS
payment amount your ex-husband
is entitled to at his SS full retirement
age. In other words, because you
were married to your ex for more
than 10 years, you are entitled to
the same Social Security benefits as
though you were still married. That
is true, even if he has remarried
and his new wife is also getting a
spouse benefit from his record. You
will still be entitled to an ex-spouse

benefit from
your ex-hus-
band as his
former wife.
And if he dies
before you, as
a surviving ex-
spouse you will
get the same
Social Security
benefit he was
receiving at his
death, instead
of the smaller amount your
will get while you are both living.
Regarding rejoining the work-
force, while you can certainly go
back to workatage 73 without it neg-
atively affecting your Social Security
benefits, if you are struggling finan-
cially, I suggest you visit this website
sponsored by the National Council
on Aging: www.benefitscheckup.
org. At this website, you can enter
your zip code and find much infor-
mation about other supplemental
assistance you may be entitled to
where you live, including health-
care and medication assistance,
housing, nutritional assistance, etc.
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JOHN DOE

Regarding your question: “Is
there anything I can do to prove
that I worked 40 years and wasn’t
paid?” Social Security determines
benefits based solely on your per-
sonal earnings as reported to the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
which is, in turn, dependent on
how your joint income taxes were
filed over the years you worked in
your husband’s business. Social Se-
curity is unable to assist you with
IRS matters. I'm afraid yours is
more of a legal matter you would
need to pursue by discussing your
situation directly with the IRS or
engaging an attorney for assis-
tance.=

Neighborhood Watch
Meeting Notes

21 attendees heard crime stats, local
updates, enjoyed spirited Q&A, and
gratefully accepted complimentary
iced tea and coffee at Joselito's Mex-
ican Restaurant in Tujunga!

« SUNLAND serious crimes down
from 175 to 150 total, year-to-date.

« TUJUNGA had 140 YTD! (Low-
est in Foothill Div.!)

Compare those stats with another
Foothill area that suffered 343!

LAPD Senior Lead Officer Glo-
ria Caloca led off with news that
Tujunga's crime stats rose by two
burglaries over last year, year to
date! (See paragraphs and home/
business hints below!)

SLO Caloca said self-protection
and prevention are FAR cheaper
than mopping up after a burglary.
Stolen items can be valuable but just
as often your cost to repair bashed-
in windows is more than they stole.

SLO Caloca has avidly pursued a
board-up for a deserted office space
on Commerce, but that will cost the
City (inexplicably) $15,000! Several
offered to do the job for much less!

CD7 Rep Ricardo Flores adds that
the property owner is MIA, and
CD7 will put a lien on the property,
a process that costs $35K!

Local allegations include drug sales
from that vacancy, and its person-

nel drifting into Little Landers Park!
There have been occasional arrests
and many citations. Complain to
LADBS to board up empty buildings.

HOMELESS: Billions spent!
Thousands housed. (LA City, do
the math!)

Our officers are diligent using
applicable laws to discourage S-T
homeless from settling too long in
one spot and thus becoming difficult
to dislodge. Among the barriers...

- Homeless won't submit to sensible
shelter rules for community living

- Drug-riddled minds can't man-
age even a small apartment

- They demand housing in S-T.
We're SAFER than almost anywhere
else. One such person held out for
the beach, then fatally OD'd.

Near Hansen Dam on private
property, is an encampment, but
removal requires owners' help. A
staffer is working on it.

BURGLARIES!

Recent ramped-up break-ins in
Crystal View exemplify this issue!

Wherever you live, ALL residents
can band together to "harden" homes,
apartments and neighborhoods
against break-ins! Thieves want an
easy, silent in-and-out with maximum
take! YOU can discourage them and
make them choose a different home!s

THIS DUCK IS DIFFERENT

DUCK BREAST

DUCKCHAR Moulard Duck Breast is a totally different and better duck experience,
What's the best way to describe it? It tastes [ike steak wit

k2 rich duck flavor twist.
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LA County buys helicopter from EU for
$43 miillion, including cost of tariff

The price includes a 15% tariff imposed on all EU products exported to the United States, part of a
trade deal by the Trump Administration

os Angeles County Supervisors ap-
Lproved the purchase Tuesday, Aug.

4, of a Sikorsky S-70i Firehawk, a
specially-equipped helicopter for bat-
tling wildfires, at a cost of $43.1 million.
Fire Chief Anthony Marrone, in a letter
to the board, said includes the add-on
cost of a 15% tarift that is expected to be
imposed on the high-tech aircraft.

Why a tariff? Because the 15% fee is
applied on all goods imported into the
United States from the European Union,
according to a deal made by the Trump
Administration with the EU in July 2025.
The trade pact also includes investments
by the EU in American energy and mili-
tary equipment — a deal made under the
threat of escalating tariffs, according to
a report from the World Economic Fo-
rum.

The precise cost of the tariff could not
be specified, Marrone wrote, until the fi-
nal payment is made. So the final cost to
taxpayers may be adjusted later, accord-
ing to the motion. The L.A. County Fire
Department did not respond to requests
for comment.n
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Two Sikorsky S70i Firehawks arrived from Colorado to Barton Heliport in Pacoima, in August of 2020. (Photo by
Gene Blevins/Contributing photographer)

Hand Wax « Complete Detail « Steam Clean Engine
8220 Foothill Blvd, Sunland CA 91040



